
I love Easter.  I always have.  Warmer weather, flowers blooming, birds chirping, and, most               

importantly, the gospel proclamation: “He is risen!  He is risen indeed!” 

 

The book of Acts bears witness to this central Christian truth, the truth of the Resurrection.  Remember 

Peter’s sermon on Pentecost?  “God has raised this Jesus to life,” Peter declares, “and we are all wit-

nesses of it!” (Acts 2:32)  Remember Paul’s sermon in Pisidian Antioch?   “We tell you the good news,” 

says Paul.  “What God promised our ancestors, he has fulfilled for us, their children, by raising up   

Jesus!” (Acts 13:32-33)  Indeed, this teaching is inseparable from the good news of Jesus. 

 

Yet the Resurrection often seems like a tough pill to swallow for our modern minds.  Really, Lord?   

Really?  As a result, we may be tempted to take this doctrine and put it on a dusty shelf, pulling it out 

once every spring before timidly squirreling it away again for next year.  Or, more seriously, we may 

be tempted to disregard it altogether as outmoded superstition, the product of a less enlightened era.  

But the apostles and biblical writers knew as well as we do that when people die, they usually stay 

dead!  Yet still they proclaimed that “on the third day he rose from the dead” (as the Apostles’ Creed 

puts it).  So why not trust their witness and share their faith?  Why not live with the hope of the empty 

tomb?  Why not trust the power of God to bring life out of death?  

 

The English preacher and writer John Stott was once asked, “What is the irreducible minimum         

gospel?”  In other words, Rev. Stott, what’s the least we have to believe to be Christians?  And in reply, 

Stott bellowed out, ““Who wants an ‘irreducible minimum gospel’? I want the full, biblical gospel!”  

Friends, let’s take a cue from Stott and the apostles before him.  Let’s boldly declare that full, biblical, 

life transforming gospel proclamation: Jesus died on the cross for us and for our salvation, but now he 

is risen!  He is risen indeed. 

 

Yours in Easter hope, 

Blake 



 

 More details about what’s happening in church committees--and how you can join! 

 A questionnaire about Sunday School needs. Be sure to respond; the Christian  

      Education Committee will be using the information in their planning. 

 New seating in the fellowship hall (purchased by the deacons). 

As I listened to the backhoe digging up the playground area in search of pipes, I began 

to think about our church history.  Just how long had those pipes been buried there?  

What else can we expect to break sometime soon? So, I did some “digging” of my own 

and found some records.  Groundbreaking on the original church building was celebrat-

ed on March 23, 1948.  The lot had been purchased for $1,500 and the original building 

cost approximately $18,000 plus $2,000 for furnishings.  The manse was completed in 

September 1953 at a cost of approximately $15,000. I’m not sure what the lot cost.  So 

those pipes have been down there a long time.  At the time of the church addition, the 

plumbing to the present kitchen and restrooms was joined to the existing system.  In   

recent years we have had Ernie’s Plumbing practically on speed dial and he has replaced 

the old pipes connected to the church building and now we have new pipes and  clean-

out valves coming from the Mary Jay Patten Activity Center. In the past two years we 

have spent over $12,000 on this portion of our infrastructure. The good news is that the 

Lord provides (not exactly news, right?).  We have $10,000 budgeted for major repairs 

and currently have a surplus in our checking account.  We received a $30,000 gift last 

year for Capital Improvements and members have recently added money to our        

Contingency Fund which is currently at nearly $ 9,000. Join me in thanking God for     

giving us a beautiful physical plant and the resources to take care of it. Thank you for 

your generous giving.  

 

In His Service,  

Judy Henderson, Co-treasurer 

 

Hi everyone!  I am back from maternity leave and ready to hit the ground running!  Baby Cecilia is    

doing absolutely amazing and is a super sleeper (both of her parents are very thankful!)  She will be  

visiting the church for the first time around the end of April/beginning of May to give some time for this 

crazy flu to die down. 

 

Through my time before baby, I had a chance to observe a little bit of the happenings with children at 

our church.  I am quite impressed already with the great things you all are doing for our children and I 

can't wait to make them even better!  With that, I would love to have your input!  If you are a parent, 

guardian, grandparent, or children's volunteer, be on the lookout for a survey in the Sunday bulletin 

soon.  There will be a paper version and also a link to take the survey online.  Please be honest!  I want 

to work with you to make church a true worshipful experience for your children. 

 

Mark your calendars!  Community VBS is scheduled for June 12-16.  We will be partnering with First 

Baptist and St. Stephen's again this year to put together an awesome time!  Of course, VBS can't happen 

with only 2 or 3 people.  If you would like to help in any way, please contact me at                         

FPCsylvakids@gmail.com. 

 

Thank you all so much for the warm welcome!  I can't wait to get to know all of you and you all to 

know my family. 
 

Courtney Umphlett 

 

 

The Easter Baskets for the Black Mountain Children's Home are due on Sunday April 9th. They will be 

delivered to the home by Wednesday the 12th, the Deacons would like to thank everyone who has help 

provide an Easter Basket for the children. 

 

We have scheduled a spring hike on Sunday April 30th right after church. The hike will take place at 

high falls. For more information please contact Tom Tabor.  

 

The exam bags for the college students will be put together at are April meeting. These are goody bags 

put together by the Deacons for church members that will be taking final exams in the next month or so. 

If you know of someone that we might final be forgetting about please contact David Porter who will 

make sure they get an exam goody bag.  

 

As a reminder please check the sign up board to see if you might could be of assistance one Sunday for 

usher, coffee fellowship, flowers. We could also use help with family night Supper on the first Wednes-

day of each month. 



The April UCM products will be laundry or dish detergent. These can both be found at the    

Dollar Tree.  Please be generous and, as always, they accept any nonperishable items whether 

they are green or not. 

 

Beginning in April thru July, the Church will be collecting change for the Black Mountain 

Home. The container will be on the counter of the Fellowship Hall each Sunday.  

 

Our April UKirk activities include Arts & Worship, Stations of the Cross, Sacred Space, and 

Bowling Night. On Sunday, April 30 we finish the year with our semi-annual Pancake Study 

Break! Volunteers are needed 8:15-10:15pm & 10:15pm-12:15am. Contact Karol if you would 

like to help with this engaging outreach event. 

  

Meal Schedule: 

April 2 – FPC Highlands 

April 23 – Bryson City PC 

 

As always, if you are interested in learning more about UKirk, Karol is available to assist in 

worship or give a special presentation. Contact her to schedule a visit with your congrega-

tion in 2017! 

 

 

at Hillside Grind Coffeehouse 

March 14 – Pi Day 

May you experience the abundant 

love of Jesus Christ today and every 

day. 

 

Rev. Karol Farris 

UKirk Campus Minister at WCU 

594 Centennial Drive 

 Cullowhee, NC 28723 

828-508-2354   

ukirkwcu@gmail.com 

www.ukirkwcu.org 

From Amy Grimes Smith at The Community Table :  

Friends, Thank you so much for another generous gift to feed our neighbors in need. This will    

provide, literally, several tons of healthy food! In just the past month you've helped us serve 2,703 

meals and provide 744 boxes of groceries. Gratefully, Amy 

From Richard DuBose, President of Montreat Conference Center:  

I wanted to drop you a note to express thanks for your gift in support of the Wee Kirk               

Conference.  I know this conference is close to your heart and appreciate Sylva's willingness to 

support it. Please pass along my thanks to your congregation. God bless you, Richard 



Easter Lilies for Easter Sunday 

To make our Easter Sunday service more meaningful we would like to have 

some  groupings of Easter Lilies in the Sanctuary.  If you would like to     

purchase a lily for   Easter please complete a form.  

Lilies are $10.00 per plant. Payment and order must be received no later 

than April 9th.  

If you have any questions please contact Susan Blair at 586-9211. 

“Faith and Family” Day with Catamount Baseball 

The Western Catamounts Baseball team is hosting a “Faith and Family” 

Day on April 15th. The game starts at 2:00pm. If we can get a group of 

10+, tickets will be $3.00.  

If you’re interested, please contact the church office by April 12th.  

 

Toni Knott is the coordinator of the Learning Assistance Center, Tutor Program, and Online Tutoring at 

Southwestern Community College, where she also enjoy teaching English courses and serving as advisor to 

the Veterans Club and managing editor of SCC's literary/art publication, Milestone . At the same time, she is 

looking forward to retiring in December and enjoying her grandchildren more often. By the same token, she 

looks forward to becoming more involved with the First Presbyterian Church and appreciates being        

welcomed with open arms! 

 

Lisa Mingus is originally from Charlotte, NC, but lived in Winston Salem during graduate work at Wake 

Forest. She has also studied and taught in Germany.  She teaches English to international students at WCU 

and German and composition courses at Southwestern Community College.  Her church in Charlotte, NC 

was Quail Hollow Presbyterian, but now she is glad to become a member of a small, friendly church like  

Sylva First Presbyterian. 

 

Steve and Lynda Parlett are originally from Fayetteville, NC and are transferring their membership from 

Galatia Presbyterian Church. They have been married 28 years and have one daughter, Amy, who lives in 

Huntsville, Alabama. Steve retired from an 18-year career in law enforcement and worked in                    

pharmaceutical sales until becoming disabled. Lynda works at SCC with grants and the College Foundation.  

 

Beth Baxley grew up in Dayton, Ohio and Steve Baxley in Enterprise, Alabama. After moves around the 

country, they met at NC State University where they married, graduated, worked and welcomed their 

daughter, Lauren into their lives. The family moved to Jackson County in 1980 with the plan to stay for a 

few years while Beth earned her master's degree and then return to "big" city life. Thirty seven years later, 

they are still in love with small town life. Beth is a Speech/Language Pathologist at Harris Regional Hospital. 

After Steve retired from Western Carolina University, the family opened Baxley's Chocolates in the heart of 

beautiful downtown Sylva. Beth and Steve are looking forward to being part of the First Presbyterian 

Church community. 

From Left to Right: Toni Knott, Lisa Mingus, Lynda Parlett, Steve Parlett, Beth Baxley, Steve Baxley 



— —

We have a wonderful library at FPC.  I encourage you to spend some time in there, and to check 

out any books you might find helpful.  Here are some recent additions: 

 

Norman Wirzba, Way of Love  

The Session of FPC is reading this book together this year.  It presents a beautiful portrait 

of Christianity and the Church as a “school of love.” 

Eric Metaxas, Bonhoeffer: Pastor, Martyr, Prophet, Spy 

This is a popular biography of Dietrich Bonhoeffer, detailing his upbringing, ministry, 

and resistance to Hitler and the Nazi occupation of Europe. 

Timothy Keller, The Meaning o f Marriage  

This book, co-written with Kathy Keller, gives a great overview of Christian marriage, 

using the book of Ephesians as a guide. 

Various books by Steve Brown, such as: 

When Being Good Isn’t Good Enough 

Born Free 

Living Free 

A Scandalous Freedom 

Various books by N.T. Wright, such as: 

How God Became King 

Scripture and the Authority of God 

Simply Jesus 

The Day the Revolution Began 

The Kingdom New Testament 

For Everyone Bible commentary series 

 

You may also notice a stack of Mars Hill Audio Journal cassette tapes and audio CDs on the table.  

Feel free to borrow one and enjoy interviews with the top Christian scholars of our time.  Our     

library is for benefit of all God’s people.  Please respect the check-out policy, and help yourself! 

4/2 – Pat Newman 

4/9 – Dottie Thornburg 

4/16 – Easter Lilies 

4/23 – Frances Hess 

4/30 – Jean Guilford 
 

Bruce Henderson 

(If you would like to sign up to be a greeter for the month of April, please see the board in the Fellowship Hall.) 
 

Remember, we will NOT have Family Night Supper on April 5th, instead we will have it on Thursday April 13 

(due to Maundy Thursday). See Announcements section for more details. 

4/1 – Pat Mikula  

4/5 – Patrick Hill 

4/6 – David Kelley 

4/7 – Walter Collings 

4/10 – Erin Daniel 

4/11 – Will Murajda 

4/12 – Katherine Collings 

4/14 – Brenda Hill 

4/15 – James McManus 

4/18 – Sam Hale 

4/19 – Karol Farris 

4/21 – Bruce Henderson 

4/23 – Martha Jane Phillips 

4/24 – Linda Kelley 

4/25 – Alex Sparling 

4/30 — Will Nash 

 

4/2 – Doug & Grace Reed 

4/7 — Steve & Beth Baxley 

4/11 – Doug & Doris Cody 

4/17 – David & Jenny Porter 

4/22 — Steve & Lynda Parlett 

4/26 – Blake & Erin Daniel 

4/2 – Sam’s Sunday School 

4/9 – Judy Henderson & Ali Large 

4/16 – OPEN 

4/23 – Stu & Carol Sussman 

4/30 – Betty Painter 


