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I remember once listening to Eugene Peterson, 

the great pastor and Bible translator, discuss 

spiritual disciplines.  During the Q&A time, a 

woman in the audience said, “Dr. Peterson, you 

talk very eloquently about these disciplines.  

But I’m a stay-at-home mom of four kids.  I 

don’t have time to do all that stuff.  Is there 

any hope for me?”  Eugene smiled and           

answered her question with another question: 

“Well, is there anything you do with regularity 

in your life?”  She thought for a moment and 

said, “I breastfeed my youngest child.” Eugene 

responded, “Then that is your window.   Every time you sit down to 

breastfeed your child, consider it a spiritual discipline and use it as an 

opportunity to talk to God.” 

 

I’ve been thinking of this story as we move through Ordinary Time, 

which is the season after Easter and Pentecost, not just because I have a 

new baby at home (although I do, and he’s beautiful), but because I can 

relate to that woman’s question.  Can you?  In the midst of busy      

schedules, constant distractions, worldly obligations, ordinary life – what 

time can we possibly have for God? 
 

Eugene’s answer to that woman is sound advice for us.  Ask yourself: 

What do I do regularly?  In those tasks, how can I seek the face of God?  

(Seriously, think about it for a second.)  

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 



 It doesn’t hurt to have a daily quiet time; Jesus, after all, regularly went 

on retreat, and we need consistent, devoted time with our Father, too.  

But most of Christian spirituality is lived out amidst the busyness of life, 

in basic daily tasks like “washing the pots and pans,” as Brother          

Lawrence once said, or “changing diapers, washing the car, taking out 

the trash, and paying the bills,” as Eugene Peterson says.  These tasks 

aren’t contrary to the gospel; they are, instead, opportunities to live the 

gospel and to display the truth of the Incarnation.  Did God wait for us to 

find the time to come all the way to him?  Of course not.  Instead, God 

came down and met us where we were through his Son, Jesus, and Jesus 

meets us still by his Spirit, even in the messiness of life.   

 

Whether you are traveling this summer or staying put, whether your    

calendar is full or empty, whether you race to worship on Sunday or 

stumble in by the skin of your teeth, I challenge you to seek the Lord 

while he may be found – and remember that he is always closer than 

you think. 

P.S. – On a housekeeping note, I want to draw your attention to Heidi   

Buchanan’s and Frank Royce’s updates inside this newsletter.  The      

Session is hard at work discerning God’s direction for our church through 

several strategic planning conversations; be on the lookout for more     

updates to come, and do pray for us.  We’ve also made a lot of progress 

with our building repairs and hope to debut a “new and improved”      

Fellowship Hall soon.  Thank you for your forbearance as we reach the 

end of this process.  



LIBRARY UPDATE — July 2017 
We have a wonderful library at FPC.  I encourage you to spend 

some time in there and to check out any books you might find 

helpful.  Here are some recent additions: 
 

 John Stott, Basic Christianity 

 N.T. Wright, Simply Christian 

 Gordon Fee, How to Read the Bible for All Its Worth 

 Gordon Fee, How to Read the Bible Book by Book 

 Sally Lloyd-Jones, The Story of God’s Love for You 



CHURCH UPDATES 

 

 
Summer is in full swing, but college students will be headed back to campus      
before we know it! Are there any students from your congregation or area 
who will be attending Western Carolina University this fall? If so, please send 
us their names and contact information. This is the best way to ensure that 
these students will find out about opportunities to get involved with 
our Presbytery's campus ministry presence in Cullowhee. 

 

You are also invited to look ahead to August 13 and mark your calendar for       
College and Young Adult Sunday, a PC(USA) special emphasis day. This would 
be a great day to remind your congregation about UKirk Campus Ministry at 
WCU.    Remember to stay in touch with students from your congregation 
who are going away to college, while also finding ways to support those who 
are coming here for higher education. Let us know if you would like more    
information about how to incorporate this emphasis into your congregation's 
worship service on August 13. 

 

 



CHURCH UPDATES 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY UPDATE 

Happy summer everyone!  I hope everyone is having a fabulous time!  Just a 

few Children's Ministry Updates: 

 Our community VBS, Hero Central, was an outstanding success!  Thank 

you to all our wonderful volunteers that made the week an awesome time 

for our children!  The kids learned about how God gives us heart, courage, 

wisom, hope, and power through the stories of David, Abigail, Jesus, and 

the Holy Spirit.  

 We our having a training for anyone in the church who wants to know 

more about our Young Children and Worship program we use for          

Children's Church. It is a high tradition program that teaches the stories of 

the Bible through wondering and also incorporates ideas of communion, 

silent prayer, and hymns. The training will be July 15th. Time to be          

announced.  If you would like to be on the training list, please contact me 

at FPVSylvakids@gmail.com 

DEACON’S UPDATE 

FAMILY NIGHT SUPPER 

Join the Deacons as they host 

Family Night Supper Tuesday 

July 4th. We will be grilling hot 

dogs with all the fixings. We asked that you bring a covered dish and help us  

celebrate Independence Day. After dinner stick around for some good        

hospitality and some homemade ice cream with fireworks at dark. 



DOLLARS AND CENTS 
On Saturday June 10th the Presbytery of Western North Carolina hosted an 

event for Treasurers and Clerks of Session.  This was the perfect excuse for a 

mother-daughter road-trip to scenic Hendersonville.  There was a presenta-

tion on financial matters: internal controls, financial reports, audits, etc. It 

might sound boring to you but it was very helpful for me to check our proce-

dures against what is required by the Book of Order and to get hints on how 

Amanda and I as Co-treasurers can do our jobs better. Then, pairs of Clerks of 

Session traded Session Minute books and checked items on a list to make 

sure they were doing their jobs correctly. Having this much structure may 

seem burdensome to some but for me it is reassuring that there are rules to 

be followed and expectations to be met. It all has to do with that verse in the 

Bible about doing things “decently and in order” – I Corinthians 14:40. 

The responsibility to be faithful as an officer, a member, a friend of the 

church is great but the rewards are great too. Thank you for allowing me to 

serve the church in this way.   

CHURCH UPDATES 

CHURCH RENOVATIONS UPDATE — Frank Royce 

The last few months have been packed with work and renovations around 

Church, thanks for hanging in there with us during this time. Fellowship Hall, 

Kitchen, baths and all other rooms will soon be finished and will look fresh 

and new. Soon we will call upon you again to help put it all back together. We 

are also in the process of sprucing up the trim and gutter systems for the 

main building and Memorial Garden.  



CHURCH UPDATES 
SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 

The Session met for an         

afternoon retreat on June 17 to 

start a strategic planning       

process. Church members will 

be asked for input and feedback 

as we develop our goals for the 

next year. 

LIFE CHALLENGE UPDATE 

“Dear Friends: Over the past few years Life Challenge has had an increase in the 

number of women we serve through our residential facility. Due to the increase, our 

home has begun to experience some normal wear and tear. We are requesting your 

help in making Life Challenge a warm and comfortable environment for our          

residents. Here is a list of some projects that need to be done:  outdoor painting 

(carport and back porch), dressers sanded and stained, landscaping 

(hole in front yard filled, bushes/trees trimmed). If your church or small 

group would be interested in donating time to help complete these tasks we would 

be eternally grateful. For more information, please call our office at (828) 631-0055 

or email us at info@lifechallengewnc.org.”  

UNITED CHRISTIAN          

MINISTRIES 

The July product is deodorant. Please be 

generous and, as always, they accept any 

nonperishable items.  



MISSIONAL UPDATES 
Scot Musser — LIFE International School Book Drive 

“Dear Friend, 

Introducing children and families to the love of Jesus often takes creativity and                   

ingenuity.  Our creativity must also meet the demand for excellence and authenticity 

held by today’s millennials.  LIFE International School shares these values and desires to 

reach families in Spain through a quality Christian education in English.  
 

All professionals need their tools of the trade to do their work.  Carpenters need            

hammers.  Nurses need stethoscopes.  School teachers need books! Right now we need 

some very specific books to use with our curriculum.  Not just any books, but specific 

titles to support lessons in science, social studies, math, and character development.   

 

 

Therefore, we have created a book-need list on Amazon.com for the remaining books 

we need at LIFE.  Our wish list on Amazon is labelled “Books for LIFE International 

School,” and can be found at this link:  

 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/registry/wishlist/1ESGN14ZG5TPE/

ref=cm_sw_em_r_wsg_LT0zxbC4537Q4_wb 

 

Or another option – perhaps a financial donation so that we can order the necessary 

books?  All financial gifts to LIFE are tax-deductable and can be made through this link: 

https://rceinternational.webconnex.com/33000  

 

We have two great options for shipping the books.  We have a team of people travelling 

from the United States to Spain on July 11 and they are willing to bring the books to 

us.  If you order the books before the end of June, you can have them shipped to Stout           

Residence, 4758 Heatherton Drive, Columbus, OH  43229. 



If you are not able to order the books so that they would arrive at that address prior to 

the first week of July, a second option exists for the books to be brought to Spain mid          

September.  Those could be sent to Lynnette Haizlett, 826 Ramsey Fort Lane, Wellsburg, 

WV 26070. 

 

On behalf of LIFE International School, thank you very much for your time and                  

generosity.  We really appreciate your help!  Should you have any questions or would 

like additional information, please contact me at scotm@lifeschool.es” 

 

Sincerely, 

Scot  Musser  

Director 

LIFE International School 

 

MISSIONAL UPDATES 

Presbyterian Women — CWS Blanket Drive Update 

 “Dear Friends:  

Thank you for your generous gift to the CWS Blankets program. As families and        

communities around the world recover from emergencies and struggle in the face of 

challenges, you are standing with them. You are providing relief and hope. Your        

contribution provides hope to neighbors near and far, from migrant families facing cold 

and wet conditions to refugees who have just arrived in the United States to build a 

new future to guests at homeless shelters. Around the world, your support of this    

program means vital supplies and support for those in need. Because of you, Church 

World Service is able to respond when disasters occur and support is needed. We thank 

you!” 



July 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 

9a Christian Ed 

10a Sunday School 

11a Worship Service 

3 4 (Office Closed) 

9a Garden Club 

9:30a Watercolor 

6:30p Fourth of 

July Picnic (Family 

Night Supper) 

5 

3:30p Pilates 

7p Choir 

6 

8a Men’s 

Breakfast 

5:45p Prayer 

Group 

7 

3:30p Pilates 

8 

9 

10a Sunday School 

11a Worship Service 

12:15a Finance 

Comm. 

10 

6p Session 

11 

9:30a Watercolor 

1:30p UCM Mtg 

 

12 

3:30p Pilates 

7p Choir 

13 

5:45p Prayer 

Group 

14 

3:30p Pilates 

15 

16 

9a Diaconate 

10a Sunday School 

11a Worship Service 

17 18 

9:30a Watercolor 

 

19 

10a PW    

Morning Circle 

12p Lunch 

Bunch 

3:30p Pilates 

7p Choir 

20 

8a Men’s 

Breakfast 

5:45p Prayer 

Group 

6p PW Evening 

Circle 

21 

3:30p Pilates 

22 

23 

9a Mission/Evan. 

Comm. 

10a Sunday School 

11a Worship Service 

24 25 

9:30a Watercolor 

 

26 

3:30p Pilates 

7p Choir 

27 

5:45p Prayer 

Group 

28 

3:30p Pilates 

6:30p Life 

Challenge 

Graduation 

29 

30 

10a Sunday School 

11a Worship Service 

31      

THE CALENDAR MAY ALSO BE FOUND ON THE CHURCH’S WEBSITE:  

WWW.SYLVAPRES.ORG/CALENDAR/ 

The calendar is subject to change,  

for the most updated calendar please visit our website. 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Summer 2017: James 

Blake will be preaching through the 
book of James starting June 11.  
Here is the current schedule in case 
you want to study and read ahead: 

6/11 - James 1:1-4 

6/18 - James 1:5-11 

6/25 - James 1:12-19a 

7/2 - James 1:19b-27 

7/9 - James 2:1-7 

7/16 - James 2:8-13 

7/23 - James 2:14-26 

7/30 - James 3:1-12 

8/6 - James 3:13-18 

8/13 - James 4:1-10 

8/20 - James 4:11-5:6 

8/27 - James 5:7-20 

Acolyte 

7/2 Olivia Collings 

7/9 Nicholas Smith 

7/16 Hailey Smith 

7/23 Olivia Collings 

7/30 

 

Call to Worship 

7/2  

7/9 Pat Mikula 

7/16 Donna Mason 

7/23  

7/30 Nancy Zachmann 

 

Ushers & Greeters 

7/2—7/30 Deacons 

 

Coffee Fellowship 

7/2 Kelder & Heather Monar 

7/9 Betty Foti 

7/16  

7/23 Steve & Beth Baxley 

7/30 

Flowers 

7/2 Moira Campbell  

7/9 Hal & Gloria Stockton 

7/16 Ali Large 

7/23 Ali Large 

7/30 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

7/1 — Moira Campbell 

7/2 — Melanie Tabor 

7/8 — Betty Foti 

7/9 — Emily Fields 

7/11 — Ali Large  

7/14 — Roger Blunt 

7/14 — Ingrid Yount 

7/18 — Doug Reed 

7/22 — Marlies Owens 

7/23 — Whitney Murajda 

7/25 — Debbie Woods 

7/26 — Hal Stockton 

7/27 — Amy Thompson 

7/27 — Joanne King 

7/29 — Paul Holt 

7/31 — Lisa Mingus  

7/5 – Tommy & Sarah Thompson 

7/17 – Michael & Katherine Collings 

7/21 – Ike & Margarette Kennerly 

7/26 – Diane & Don Herring 

 


