
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF SYLVA 

“Our mission is to make disciples who 

love Jesus Christ, love the church, and 

love their neighbors as themselves. We 

invite you to join us for weekly worship 

and special events throughout the year. 

In the meantime, please take a few 

minutes to explore our website and see 

what we are all about, here in the   

mountains of Western North Carolina.” 

Church Staff 
 

Rev. Blake Daniel,  

Pastor 

blake@sylvapres.org 
 

Emily Fields, 

Administrative Assistant 

emily@sylvapres.org 

Church Office Hours:  

Monday— Friday: 9am-3pm 

 

 

www.sylvapres.org 



 

 

I’m sure you’ve heard this old song.  I’ve been thinking about it a lot this 

week.  As you may know, we had a significant leak in the church on May 

12.  A hose burst from the water fountain, spilling water throughout the 

Fellowship Hall and down the hallway to the new parlor, nursery/

preschool rooms, restrooms, and choir room.  ServiceMaster was quickly 

on the job to dry everything out with heavy-duty fans and wet-vacs, and 

most church events have been uninterrupted.  Thankfully we have good 

insurance, and they will be covering the costs of replacing ruined        

drywall, vinyl flooring, and carpet as soon as possible.     

 

Throughout all this, I’ve had that song in my head: We are the church  

together...  Is the church bricks and mortar?  Nope.  Is the church sheet-

rock and carpet?  Nope.  The church is us.  Think about that for a second.  

You and me, sinners and saints: the church is us!  Isn’t that incredible?   

 

The church is not a building; 
the church is not a steeple; 

the church is not a resting place; 
the church is a people. 

 

I am the church! You are the church! 
We are the church together! 

All who follow Jesus, 
all around the world! 

Yes, we're the church together! 

From the Pastor’s Desk 



Much (not all) of the Old Testament depicts “the Temple” as God’s dwelling 

place, a physical structure that served as God’s “footstool” on earth.  The     

Temple would be destroyed twice, and God’s people would be scattered about 

to live in exile and diaspora.  But when the time was right, “The Word became 

flesh and moved into the neighborhood” (John 1:14, The Message).  Jesus was 

born.  Suddenly God was no longer believed to dwell in a Temple; God was      

believed to dwell among his people.  As Jesus began his ministry, he alluded to 

himself as a “new Temple,” one which would be destroyed before rising again in 

three days.  In doing this, Jesus laid the foundation for his church, the gathering 

of his people who share life together in Christ, the new Temple.  We who call 

ourselves “First Presbyterian Church” are simply the living extension of that 

foundation and cornerstone: men and women and boys and girls who love       

Jesus, love his church, and love our neighbors in Sylva and beyond. 

 

Does a physical building help our mission?  Of course.  But our mission doesn’t 

depend on it.  Our mission depends on Jesus, who, by his Spirit, makes us his 

church.  The rest is just icing on the cake. 

Consider one of my favorite Bible passages, Ephesians 2:19-22:  

So now you are no longer strangers and aliens. Rather, you are    

fellow citizens with God’s people, and you belong to God’s     

household. As God’s household, you are built on the foundation of 

the apostles and prophets with Christ Jesus himself as the             

cornerstone. The whole building is joined together in him, and it 

grows up into a temple that is dedicated to the Lord. Christ is     

building you into a place where God lives through the Spirit. 



FPC HAPPENINGS 

SPRING CLEANING DAY   
A huge thank you to all who 

came out to help with our      

annual spring cleaning day on 

May 13th. 

NEW PARKING LOT! 
We’ve been waiting with          

anticipation for a new parking 

lot, and it has finally come to 

be! Thank you to Parker     

Paving for a job well done. 



CHURCH UPDATES 

UKIRK 
It's hard to believe the 2nd year of our campus ministry has come to a close!     
Enjoy these highlights from our final events of the spring semester!  

PANCAKE STUDY BREAK, SPRING 2017 Thanks to 

all of our volunteers. Over 200 students enjoyed free pancakes at 

Hillside Grind.  

(Left) Sacred Space: Thanks to our friends from Bryson City for brining food and 

joining us in fellowship and worship!  

(Right) Hillside Worship with UKirk, Baptist Student Fellowship, & Catholic     

Campus Ministry 



DOLLARS AND CENTS 
June 2017 

As most of you probably know, a water pipe malfunction caused a fairly signifi-
cant flood affecting the entire fellowship hall, parlor, kitchen, bathrooms, nursery, 
preschool room and part of the choir room.  My first call was to Doris Cody – a 
church member who works at Stanberry Insurance and she advised me to call to 
report the incident. An adjuster came on May 17th to assess the damage and the 
good news is that repairs will be well underway by the time you read this.  This is 
why we have insurance. I think this is the first time since I have been treasurer 
that we have made a property claim for the church building. So thank you for 
your financial gifts (and elbow grease) that allow us to be good stewards of the 
property God has given for the work of His Kingdom. And thank God for the most 
important insurance we have—the eternal life He promises to those who believe 
in Jesus and trust Him for their salvation.  

CHURCH UPDATES 

DEACON’S UPDATE 

 The Deacons did not hold a monthly 
meeting in May. 

 In June will begin planning for annual 
Fourth of July family night supper. 
Look for more information on that a 
little later on in the month. 

 The Deacons are still looking for 
members to assist with ushering,  
servicing coffee fellowship, or     
flowers on Sunday morning. If you 
are able to assist with one of these 
duties please let one of the Deacons 
know. 

UCM UPDATE The UCM product 

for June is tea bags.  

 

Free rafting on Sunday, June 4th for 10 cans 
of food per person at Smoky Mountain River 
Adventures of Whitter and the Dillsboro  
Company in Dillsboro.  

 

We will continue to collect “Change for       
Children” through June. This will go into the 
Everyday Fund at the Black Mountain Home.  



CHURCH UPDATES 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY UPDATE 

Summer is now upon us!  I am having a hard time believing that summer is here, 

I have a three month old, and I have been with this wonderful church family for 

five months!  Time is flying by so quickly and I am ready for some summer        

relaxation and fun, as I am sure you all are as well. 
 

We have some very big things coming up this summer.  The biggest is our      

community VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL.  Once again, we are participating 

with First Baptist and the Episcopal church to leap the tallest building and break 

the hardest piece of steel while we learn about the heroes of the Bible.  

 

VBS will take place June 12th-16th from  

9 am-12 pm We are currently looking 

for    super heroes young and old, big 

and small to help and participate in our 

week of spiritual growth and epic 

fun.  The biggest need for this are age 

group leaders.  Our groups are broken 

into 3 year olds, preK, K-1, 2-3, 4-5, and 

6-8.  Group leaders help guide the     

children from station to station.  Bible 

story is also a place of need.  This year 

we are looking for a group of people to put together the Bible story so it is not 

such a task for one person.  If you would like to help or have a child you would 

like to register, please visit the link http://2017.cokesburyvbs.com/

downtownsylva/ or contact me, Courtney Umphlett, 

at FPCSylvakids@gmail.com. 



Our other big news is we will be offering monthly children's AND YOUTH activities 

this summer.  That is right folks!  We have enough preteen and teenagers to give 

them their own special place!  Children's events will be for 5-9 year olds and 

youth events will be for 10 and up.  Each event will consist of a fun activity, devo-

tional time, and a service project. Dinner will also be provided.  Here are the dates 

so mark your calendars! 
 

Children's Events:  Sunday July 16th and Sunday August 20th 5-6 PM 

Youth Events:  Wednesday June 21st, Wednesday July 19th, 

and Wednesday August 16th 6-7 PM 

 

If you have any questions about the above, please feel free to contact me 

at FPCSylvakids@gmail.com 

 

CHURCH UPDATES 

Children’s Church helpers are needed for the following 

dates:  

June 11th 

June 18th 

June 25th 

If you are interested, please contact Courtney Umphlett. 



CHURCH UPDATES 

SESSION & PRESBYTERY HIGHLIGHTS 

The Session met on Monday, May 15. We are currently reviewing the church   

policies and procedures, which will be compiled as an operations manual.  In 

June, we will have a retreat to begin a strategic planning process.   

 

The Presbytery of Western North Carolina met on April 25 at the Montreat    

Conference Center. The meeting began with worship and included reports from 

the general presbyter, stated clerk, and various committees. The most pressing 

issues were two motions from General Assembly: 1) to update the Book of Order 

to shorten its length and simplify its language, and 2) to amend the Directory for 

Worship to allow non-baptized persons to receive communion. Both motions 

carried and will be compared with the results of other presbyteries before being 

ratified.  

LIFE CHALLENGE UPDATE 

“Dear Friends: Over the past few years Life Challenge has had an increase in the 

number of women we serve through our residential facility. Due to the increase, our 

home has begun to experience some normal wear and tear. We are requesting your 

help in making Life Challenge a warm and comfortable environment for our          

residents. Here is a list of some projects that need to be done: Indoor painting (doors, 

molding, bathroom ceiling, and bedroom), outdoor painting (carport and back porch), 

dressers sanded and stained, house pressure washed, landscaping (hole in front yard 

filled, bushes/trees trimmed), raised vegetable beds (build 3 more beds), blinds and      

curtains hung. If your church or small group would be interested in donating time to 

help complete these tasks we would be eternally grateful. For more information, 

please call our office at (828) 631-0055 or email us at info@lifechallengewnc.org.”  



June 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 

Life Challenge 

Graduation of 

Sarah Nicklow 

@ 6:30p 

3 

4 

9a Christian Ed 

10a Sunday School 

11a Worship Service 

5 6 

9a Garden Club 

9:30a Watercolor 

7p Soaking     

Prayer 

7 

3:30p Pilates 

5:30p Children 

Ministry Mtg. 

6:30p Family 

Night Supper 

(TBD) 

8 

8a Men’s 

Breakfast 

5:45p Prayer 

Group 

9 

3:30p Pilates 

10 

11 

10a Sunday School 

11a Worship Service 

12:15a Finance 

Comm. 

12 

9a VBS 

6p Session 

13 

9a VBS 

9:30a Watercolor 

1:30p UCM Mtg 

7p Soaking    

Prayer 

14 

9a VBS 

3:30p Pilates 

7p Choir 

15 

9a VBS 

5:45p Prayer 

Group 

16 

9a VBS 

3:30p Pilates 

17 

18 

9a Diaconate 

10a Sunday School 

11a Worship Service 

19 20 

9:30a Watercolor 

7p Soaking    

Prayer 

 

21 

10a PW    

Morning Circle 

12p Lunch 

Bunch 

3:30p Pilates 

7p Choir 

22 

8a Men’s 

Breakfast 

5:45p Prayer 

Group 

6p PW Evening 

Circle 

23 

3:30p Pilates 

24 

25 

9a Mission/Evan. 

Comm. 

10a Sunday School 

11a Worship Service 

26 27 

9:30a Watercolor 

7p Soaking    

Prayer 

28 

3:30p Pilates 

7p Choir 

29 

5:45p Prayer 

Group 

30 

3:30p Pilates 

 

THE CALENDAR MAY ALSO BE FOUND ON THE CHURCH’S WEBSITE:  

WWW.SYLVAPRES.ORG/CALENDAR/ 

The calendar is subject to change,  

for the most updated calendar please visit our website. 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Summer 2017: James 

Blake will be preaching through the book of 
James starting June 11.  Here is the current 
schedule in case you want to study and read 
ahead: 

6/11 - James 1:1-4 

6/18 - James 1:5-11 

6/25 - James 1:12-19a 

7/2 - James 1:19b-27 

7/9 - James 2:1-7 

7/16 - James 2:8-13 

7/23 - James 2:14-26 

7/30 - James 3:1-12 

8/6 - James 3:13-18 

8/13 - James 4:1-10 

8/20 - James 4:11-5:6 

8/27 - James 5:7-20 

Acolyte 

6/4 Olivia Collings 

6/11 Nicholas Smith 

6/18 Hailey Smith 

6/25 Whitney Murajda 

 

Call to Worship 

6/4  

6/11 Pat Mikula 

6/18 Donna Mason 

6/25 Nancy Zachmann 

 

Prayer of Illumination/

Scripture Reading 

6/4  

6/11 

6/18 Bob Porter 

6/25 

 

Ushers & Greeters 

6/4 

6/11 Toni Knott 

6/18 

6/25 

Flowers 

6/4 Bruce & Judy Henderson 

6/11 Donna Mason 

6/18 Blair & Joan Yount 

6/25 

 

Coffee Fellowship 

6/4  

6/11 Donna Mason 

6/18 Presbyterian Women 

6/25 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

6/2  Doris Cody 

6/3  Heather Monar 

6/3  Adam Gelbaugh 

6/3  Sandra Oxford 

6/5  Tommy Thompson 

6/6  Charles Hess 

6/9  Betty Painter 

6/10  Diane Herring 

6/11  Donna Mason 

6/13  Jake Buchanan 

6/15  Nancy Zachmann 

6/16  Luke Bauknecht 

6/4  Sam & Margaret Hale 

6/4  Roger & Amanda Murajda 

6/14  Steve & Marlies Owens 

6/16  Charlie & Betty Foti 

6/21  Lambert & Joy Hooper 

 


