
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This month marks the beginning of Lent, the 40-day season when 

Christians anticipate Good Friday (the crucifixion of Jesus) and Easter 

Sunday (the resurrection of Jesus).   

 

I did not grow up with Lent.  Sure, my home church recognized this 

season every year with colors in the sanctuary and different prayers 

from the pulpit, but I was never taught its significance for my Christian 

faith.  Lent was, after all, something “the Catholics” did, and it didn’t 

seem to apply to us. 

 

I’ve since come around to see great beauty in this season.  Part of this, 

I’m sure, is due to ecumenical movements that have taken place in 

recent decades (and, therefore, the softening of relations between 

Catholics and Protestants), but part of it is that I’ve experienced the 

fruit of this season myself.  Consider The Worship Sourcebook, a 

Reformed publication, which explains it this way: 

 

Lent is a season of preparation and repentance… Just as we carefully prepare 

for big events in our personal lives, such as a wedding, Lent invites us to make 

our hearts ready for remembering Jesus’ passion and celebrating Jesus’ 

resurrection… The primary focus of the season is to explore and deepen a 

‘baptismal spirituality’ that centers on our union with Christ, rather than to 

function only as an extended meditation on Christ’s suffering and death. 

 



That’s a mouthful, but the bottom line is this: 1) We Presbyterians 

should have no qualms about observing Lent, and 2) Lent actually 

makes space for us to dive more deeply into our relationship with 

Jesus, granted to us by the Holy Spirit in baptism (see Romans 8:16-17).  

Lent – like confession and repentance – is a gift.  It leads us to put away 

our habits of sin and death, so that we may turn our faces towards 

Jesus and his cross.   

 

As March begins, I invite you to join me observing Lent.  Come to 

worship.  Come to Sunday School.  Come to Supper.  As you do, pray 

with me and believe these verses from 1 Peter 3:10-11:  I want to 

know Christ—yes, to know the power of his resurrection and participation in 

his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, and so, somehow, attaining to 

the resurrection from the dead. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Blake 

 

P.S. – Please join me in welcoming Emily Fields as our new 

administrative assistant, and in thanking our Personnel Committee 

(Peg Shafer, Judy Henderson, Ali Large, Marlies Owens, and Amanda 

Murajda) for their hard work during the search process!  You can read 

more about Emily in this newsletter. 
   
 

Looking for devotional material during the season of Lent? Stop by the 

church library and check out one of these books: 

 

 Norman Wirzba, Way of Love 

 John Stott, The Cross of Christ 

 Henri Nouwen, Can You Drink the Cup? 

 Brennan Manning, The Ragamuffin Gospel 

 Paul E. Miller, A Praying Life 

 A. W. Tozer, The Pursuit of God 

 Marjorie Thompson, Soul Feast 
 

 

 Examined and approved the following new members: 

Danielle Ollar, Jeff Ollar, and Toni Knott. Welcome, 

new members! 

 Approved the hiring of Emily Fields as new 

administrative assistant. Welcome, Emily!  

 Approved David Kelley as a new church teller.  

 Approved Judy Henderson and Amanda Woods 

Murajda as co-treasurers and Grace Reed as financial 

secretary. 

 

Other updates:  

 Karol Farris, Dave Whitesides, and Ike Kennerly will 

be preaching while Blake is on paternity leave.   

 Courtney Umphlett, our new children's ministry 

directory, has created a new email address: 

FPCSylvakids@gmail.com for church members to 

communicate with her. 
 

In an effort to provide the internal controls necessary for good 

stewardship of the finances at FPC, the Session has approved 

tellers (David Noland, Donna Mason, Susan Blair, Bob Porter, 

Tom Tabor, Tommy Thompson, Jeff Pope, Laura Pope, 

Livingston Kelley, David Kelley, Frank Royce, and alternate Ali 

Large), a financial secretary (Grace Reed), and two co-treasurers 

(Judy Henderson and Amanda Murajda). We each have specific 

roles. It is important that the people handling the money coming 

in are not the same people handling money going out.  

The tellers take turns counting and depositing the offering each 

Sunday.  

 

mailto:FPCSylvakids@gmail.com


On Monday, Grace posts the contributions from the teller sheet to 

the church computer. Grace also reconciles the bank accounts, 

prepares the sales tax report and assists in preparing the monthly 

reports that are reviewed by the Finance Committee and then the 

Session.  

 

Amanda has taken over the responsibility of tax reporting such as 

quarterly reports and issuing of W-2s and 1099s.  She also lends 

her expertise as an accountant and makes sure things are handled 

correctly.   

 

I do most of the day-to-day bill paying and payroll.  Amanda, 

Livingston Kelley and I have check signing privileges so we are 

well covered in an emergency.  Having this many sets of eyes on 

the books makes me confident that we are doing all we can to be 

good stewards of God’s abundant blessings.  I appreciate your 

trust in us and covet your prayers.   

 

In His Service,  

Judy Henderson Co-treasurer 
 

–

Hi y’all! I’m Emily Fields, or like I’ve been telling everyone:  The 

New Suzy. I’m super excited to be working as the Administrative 

Assistant here at First Presbyterian!  

 

Since I’m new here, I figured it’s time for me to tell you a little bit 

about myself. I’m a recent Psychology graduate from Western 

Carolina with a minor (or at least I consider it a minor) in 

Elementary Education. I’m originally from Bossier City, 

Louisiana. However, since my Dad was military we moved 

around quite a bit and landed last in LaGrange, NC, which I now 

consider my hometown.   

 

Throughout my last four or so years here in Cullowhee/Sylva I 

have attended and been very involved in Webster Baptist Church 

as a Children’s volunteer, Youth volunteer, and in the Women’s 

Ministry. Church has always been where I’ve felt most at home, 

so it was only fitting I’d look to jobs in the church after 

graduation.  

 

Other little things to know about me:  

 I’m a coffee drinker. And by coffee drinker, I mean 

sometimes that’s all I drink throughout the day—it’s quite 

a problem. 

 I enjoy painting, reading, and making lists. Yes, I actually 

enjoy list making. 

 I’m always early and always waiting. Oh, the curse of 

being early! 

 

Church, I’m here for you. The new office hours are 9:00am to 

3:00pm, Monday through Friday. Feel free to shoot me an email, 

give me a call, or stop by if you need anything from me. I look 

forward to meeting all of you. 

 

 

The deacons came together on Sunday morning, February 12th, 

for their monthly meeting.   

We joined together in prayer to lift up the ones in the 

congregation and in the community that are in need.  



The deacons have received the list of children’s names from the 

Black Mountain Children’s Home for the Easter Basket project. 

Look for the list to be posted in the Fellowship Hall by the 

middle of March.  

As always if you have a question, or if one of the deacons could 

be of any assistance to you, please feel free to ask one of us. 

Yours in Christ,  

David  

 
 

 

The March UCM products will be 

any green food, household, or 

personal items. Please be generous 

and, as always, they accept any 

nonperishable items whether they 

are green or not. 

 

March 5th: Visit Jack the Dipper and 10% of the proceeds will go 

to UCM. 

 

March 21st: Visit The Coffee Shop from 3:00pm-7:00pm and 10% 

of the proceeds will go to UCM. 

 

MARCH 2017 

 
Announcing our Spring 2017 UKirk Interns: Holly Pennell, 

Burgin Mackey, Heather Brady, Kayla Maynor. Please keep these 

student leaders in your prayers as they work together to share 

the love of Christ through this ministry. 

  

We offer a free dinner about once a month as part of our Sunday 

evening gathering. Here is the meal schedule for the semester: 

 

February 19:  First Presbyterian Sylva 

March 19:  First Presbyterian Franklin 

April 2:   

April 23: 

 

Let Karol know if you would like to help make and serve one of 

these meals. 

  

If your congregation is interested in learning more about UKirk, 

Karol is available to preach, give a minute for mission, or lead a 

class. Contact her to schedule a visit in 2017! 

 
Check out what we’ve been up to lately! 



 

 

 
SATURDAY SANCTUARY 

Saturday Sanctuary is a neighborhood gathering where people 

can enjoy a hot meal, hang out, charge a cell phone, listen to 

music, and receive emergency clothing for cold weather. This 

ministry of hospitality at First Presbyterian of Asheville offers 

access to restrooms, movies & popcorn, books & games, prayer 

& conversation. In seeking to address the physical and 

spiritual needs of all present, Saturday Sanctuary welcomes all 

who want to support this effort of love. 

 

UKirk at WCU volunteered on Saturday February 11th. We hope to 

go again in the future!  

 

 

 

 

 

Can I Ask That? 

Discussion Group 

Tuesdays @ 7:30pm 

Hillside Grind Coffeehouse 

594 Centennial Drive 
Each week we will choose one "hard question" to start our 

discussion - questions on topics that Christians don't always talk 

about. Come prepared to think, share, and grow. Have a question 

you want us to use? Submit it to Karol. 

 

 
 

 

 
Saturday February 18th, 2017 

9am-5pm Western Carolina University 

 

This is a FREE student leadership conference! Rev. Karol Farris (UKirk 

Campus Ministry) and Rev. Rosemary Peek (Lutheran Campus Ministry) 

will be offering a workshop called Leading with Integrity. We will consider 

the importance of aligning the expectations placed on you as a leader with 

your own moral compass, reflecting on the dynamic and vital interactions 

between our unique sense of self and the pressures of the world around us." 

Sacred Space 
Sunday February 19th 

6pm food & fellowship; 7pm 

worship 

UKirk at WCU 

Sacred Space is contemplative 

worship in the style of Taizé. 

This calm, meditative worship 

is great for anyone who is 

looking for a chance to escape 

the noise and to focus on the 

divine. All are welcome. 
                     

JAM Time! 

Fridays at 1:15pm 

Bring your 

voice/other 

instruments to 

make music and 

have fun! 
 

Movie Night! 
Sunday 

February 12th 

6-8pm 

We enjoyed an 

inspiring film 

exploring the power 

of prayer to 

overcome what 

seems impossible. 

Featuring black lights, DJ, 

karaoke, food, and more! 

Hosted by Home Base, 

BSF, UKirk, Wesley, 

Lutheran, Episcopal, and 

Catholic Campus 

Ministries. The dance is 

open to all students! 

mailto:karol@ukirkwcu.org?subject=Questions%20for%20Can%20I%20Ask%20That%3F


 

 

a non-profit outreach of UKirk Campus Ministry 

 

 

 

May you experience the abundant love of Jesus Christ today and 

every day. 

Rev. Karol Farris 

UKirk Campus Minister at WCU 

594 Centennial Drive, Cullowhee, NC 28723 

828-508-2354 ∙ ukirkwcu@gmail.com ∙ www.ukirkwcu.org 
 

 

Cecilia Umphlett, daughter of Courtney and Drew Umphlett, was 

born on February 20th. Congratulations to Courtney and Drew 

on their new addition! 

 

Asa Jordan Daniel, son of Blake and Erin Daniel, was born on 

February 25th. Congratulations to Luke and Issac on their new 

little brother and Blake and Erin on their precious new addition. 

 

Our church supports Life Challenge of WNC, a local addiction-

recovery ministry.  Life Challenge will be celebrating the 

graduation of Kellie Cribb and Kayla Luther on March 4 at 

1:00pm in our sanctuary.  Kayla plans to live in our “Stone 

House” transition house following graduation.  Come and show 

your support to these women as they graduate. 

 

Curious about the white box on the wall near the side entrance at 

church?  It contains an Automated External Defibrilator (AED), 

which can save a life during a cardiac-related health emergency.  

Want to learn how to use it?  Come to a brief training on March 8 

at 7:00pm.  RSVP to Frances Hess at braveshosa@hotmail.com. 

 

3/5 – David & Jenny Porter 

3/12 – Ali Large 

3/19 – Charles & Frances Hess 

3/26 – Jim & Sylvia Smythe 
 

3/5 – OPEN 

3/12 – OPEN 

http://ukirkwcu.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=83253b71ff8173de78cdb99b0&id=5af01870dd&e=4f3fc1fa98


3/19 – OPEN 

3/26 – Roger & Amanda Murajda 
 

&
Lacy & Dorothy Thornburg and Hal & Gloria Stockton 

 

3/8 – Livingston & Linda Kelley and Jim & Sylvia Smythe 

 

3/8 – Roger Murajda 

3/8 – Joan Yount 

3/18 – Suzy Gregory 

3/24 – Robbie Hess 

3/26 – Robin Porter 
 

3/28 – Jim & Sylvia Smythe 

 

 

 

 

 

P.O. Box 2152 

46 Presbyterian Drive 
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(828) 586-4256  
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