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My wife Erin has a green thumb.  She gets this from her dad – 

both of them love to garden.  For her birthday a few weeks ago, 

my sons and I built Erin a raised garden bed in our backyard.  It 

didn’t take much, really: some boards, landscape fabric, manure, 

soil, and some time and elbow grease.  The bed turned out great, 

and now Erin has it filled up with new vegetable seeds and 

plants.  (Well, almost filled up; we’re having to hold our horses a 

bit as the planting season here in the mountains comes a bit later 

than we’re used to!)  

There’s a reason Jesus used gardening and agricultural imagery 

in his teaching.  Not only is gardening a near-universal practice, 

found in almost every culture all over the world, but it is rife 

with spiritual significance.  “The word of God is like seed sown 

along a path,” Jesus taught.  “The kingdom of God is like a 

mustard seed or like a vineyard” (Mark 4 and 12).  And my 

personal favorite, “I am the vine, my father is the gardener, and 

you are the branches” (John 15).  Our Lord, it seems, also has a 

green thumb, and in this Easter season – a season of new 

planting, new growth, and new life – we should read these 

parables again and rediscover the virtues within them.  

Our church is like a garden, too.  We’ve had rainy seasons and 

dry seasons.  We’ve experienced the bounties of a bumper crop 

and the hardships of a drought.  We’ve welcomed new life and 

new growth, and we’ve grieved difficult departures and death.  

In all of this, God has been faithful.  The Father continues to sow 

the seeds of his Word.  The kingdom continues to sprout like a 

mustard seed or a vineyard.  Jesus remains the true vine, 

nurturing us to be his branches and to bear fruit by the power of 

his Spirit.  And this is, after all, what the book of Acts is telling us 

on Sunday mornings: that the early church took shape not by its 

own efforts, but only by the empowering Spirit of Christ.  

Wouldn’t you know that today, almost two millennia later, the 

same remains true for us.    

Come work the garden with us in this new season of ministry.  

Side by side we will till the soil, plant the seeds, pour the water, 

and watch in wonder as God gives the growth.    

Yours in Christ,  

Blake  

 

NOTES FROM THE TREASURER 

 

Dollars and Cents May 2016 

I have recently become interested in genealogy and with the help 

of Ancestry.com I have found a second cousin I didn’t know I 

had.  Conversations with him via email have revealed how far 

back my own Presbyterian roots go and I am grateful for the long 

line of believers in my past. The book of Acts teaches us about 

our spiritual ancestry and I am struck by the way the believers 

“were together” even to the point of having all their possessions 



in common and selling things to help someone in need. While our 

culture is radically different than theirs, we are still called to be 

generous to our fellow believers and also to the world that 

desperately needs Christ.  The Great Commission given by Jesus 

is accomplished at a cost of our time, talents and money. Let’s 

spend some time praying about what God wants us to give and 

give generously and cheerfully.  

In His Service,  

Judy Henderson, Treasurer  

 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY – JESSICA MORGAN, DIR. 

Vacation Bible School 

 

We will be partnering with the Baptist 

and Episcopal churches again this year 

for Vacation Bible School!  VBS will take 

place the first full 

week after school 

ends (June 13th-

17th) from 9am-

12pm at Bridge 

Park.  Our church 

will be responsible for heading up the Bible study and Games 

centers, as well as supporting the Crafts center.  We will need lots 

of volunteers, for the Bible study, Games, and Crafts centers, as 

well as individuals to help with set-up, clean-up, and nursery.  

Please let Jessica know if you are interested and able to volunteer 

during this time.  It is sure to be lots of fun and what a wonderful 

opportunity to get to know children, both those in our church 

and others in the community! 

 

DEACONS 

 

Would You Be A Good Deacon? 

The term deacon comes from the Greek word diákonos meaning 

servant or minister. It appears at least 29 times in the New 

Testament. To be a deacon it is important that you are a person 

that likes to serve people, the church, and the community. A 

deacon should be compassionate, love Christ, and be willing to 

serve.   

The first time I became a deacon I was very apprehensive about 

my ability to be someone that people thought of as holy enough 

to fulfill that position. Bill Serjak laughed, and told me it was not 

a position that measured your holiness, but a position to help 

people, love them as Christ loved them,(well at least try), and 

fulfill practical duties within the church. My reply was, “Of 

course, I can do that”.   

If someone had not approached me about being a deacon I would 

have never thought to volunteer to do this. Probably because I 

did not really understand what a deacon did. Here is a brief 

overview of our duties: 

“Exhibit within the church and before the world the exemplary 

moral authority of sympathy, witness and service after the 

example of Jesus Christ.”  

“Care for God’s people in crisis”  

Becoming a church that is mission-focused and discipleship-

driven will require members to work for justice in the world and 

to develop trusting relationships with people whose lives are 

vastly different from their own. Churches must become places of 

hospitality for members and strangers alike, at whatever cost.  



Deacons traditionally have set the Communion table, visited and 

prayed for church members who are sick or bereaved, and served 

as liturgists. Now they also are being challenged to become 

bridge-builders between the church and the community and to 

participate regularly in leading worship.  

Develop new forms of leadership at every level of church, 

community and governing body life.  

The office of deacon as set forth in Scripture is one of sympathy, 

witness, and service after the example of Jesus Christ. Persons of 

spiritual character, honest repute, of exemplary lives, brotherly 

and sisterly love, warm sympathies and sound judgment should 

be chosen for this office.  

As for being Holy, I know that Christ loves me and I love him 

back. Pretty simplistic on my part!  

I try to be honest, I am not too sure my life has always been 

exemplary; but I firmly believe Christ meant for us to love our 

brothers and sisters, friends, and even people we may not 

especially like. I think forgiveness is an essential thing in order 

for us to be happy and for us to promote peace on earth. I think 

without the help of God these things are often impossible to 

accomplish.   

This article is not about me, but meant for you. If you like to 

serve, love Christ, and think you might like to be a deacon at 

some time, it is a good idea to volunteer in church positions and 

let Blake know you would be open to being nominated at some 

point. It is a very rewarding task.  

Your Church needs you!  

Jae Crawford  

UNITED CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES 

 

The UCM product for May is   

 

 

 

 

 

THOUGHTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is a Mother? 

A Mother has so many things to do, 

From washing, ironing, cleaning to tying a shoe. 

She scrubs, she mends, she cooks and sews, 

She bathes the children and washes their clothes. 

When they forget to wash their faces clean, 

And their clothes are the muddiest you've ever seen, 

Who repairs the clothes and scrubs them like new? 

Of course, that is what a Mother will do. 

Who becomes the doctor or the nurse when they are ill, 

Applying a bandage or giving a pill? 

Who becomes a teacher when a child has homework? 

She must never her duty shirk. 

Who becomes a detective to find a toy or a book? 

For missing things she must look and look? 

Who becomes a listener to every heartache, 

To every accomplishment that a child makes? 



Who scolds their children when they are naughty, 

Or remind them of God when they are to haughty? 

Who tends her family with love and patience, too? 

Of course that is what a Mother will do. 

- Unknown 
 

Of greatest worth…  

 

Not what I get, but what I give,  

this be the gauge by which I live.  

Not merely joys that come my way,  

but the help I give to those astray.  

Not the rewards of money and fame,  

but the loads I lift in mankind’s name.  

This be the pay at the end of the day,  

not what I keep, but what I give away.  

 

—Author unknown 

 

Ruth – A Pentecost Story? 

 

The disciples were celebrating Pentecost, 

originally a Jewish festival, when the Holy 

Spirit descended on them and birthed the 

church. Pentecost, which began as a harvest festival, had come to 

commemorate the giving of the law. The book of Ruth became 

integral to festival worship.  

 

Why Ruth? This short story doesn’t mention the law, let alone 

God giving it to Moses. Yet in Ruth’s devotion to her mother-in-

law (“Where you go I will go …. Your people will be my people 

… ” [Ruth 1:16, NIV]), she fulfills not just the letter but the spirit 

of the law: lovingkindness — all the more remarkable because 

she’s a foreigner. Boaz, too, demonstrates exorbitant kindness to 

Ruth.  
 

As Christians celebrate the Spirit bridging differences in 

Jerusalem, uniting all nationalities by making the gospel message 

intelligible to all people, we too can remember Ruth’s story. For 

in it, God unites two enemy peoples for his grand purpose: Boaz 

and Ruth’s marriage leads to King David and, ultimately, to King 

Jesus. Today, the Holy Spirit continues to unite all categories of 

people under Christ’s reign for the good of the world. 

 

 

 

Just keep swimming… 

 

In Athens, the apostle 

Paul responded to the 

people’s worship of “an 

unknown god” by 

declaring, “[God] is not far from any one of us. ‘For in him we 

live and move and have our being’” (Acts 17:23, 27-28, NIV).  

 

Author Diana Butler Bass echoes that sentiment: “If the water is 

invisible to the fish, is God, as the One in whom we swim, also 

invisible?” (Grounded: Finding God in the World, HarperOne).  

 

I, in turn, am reminded of Dory, the blue tang fish in Finding 

Nemo. Feeling overwhelmed and alone, she chants to herself, 

“Just keep swimming, just keep swimming.” When we feel alone 

and can’t see God, it’s not that he doesn’t exist or can’t be known; 

rather, he surrounds us so closely that sometimes we miss the 

fact. God is the Living Water in which we swim. Sometimes we 



need to just keep swimming until we become aware of that again.  

—Heidi Mann 

 

Always With Us 

 

Forty days after Easter, we 

celebrate Jesus’ ascension into 

heaven. This occurred 10 days 

before Pentecost, when the 

Holy Spirit descended on 

Jesus’ followers, as he had 

promised.  

 

Jesus’ ascension reminds Christians that although his body 

couldn’t remain present everywhere, we can universally 

experience his spiritual presence. In fact, Jesus’ final words to his 

disciples — and to us — contain this key promise: “I am with you 

always, to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:20, ESV). 

 

A Taste of God’s Love 

 

In Lost in Wonder, Love and Praise 

(Abingdon Press), John Killinger 

describes a mother’s love — and how 

it offers a tiny foretaste of God’s love:  

 

“It is stronger than steel, softer than 

down and more resilient than a green 

sapling on the hillside. It closes 

wounds, melts disappointments and 

enables the weakest child to stand tall 

and straight in the fields of adversity. I 

believe that this love, even at its best, 

is only a shadow of the love of God, a dark reflection of all that 

we can expect of him, both in this life and the next.” 

 

Blind Faith 

 

Eighteenth-century British evangelist George Whitefield once 

asked a coal miner what he believed.  

 

“I believe what my church believes,” the man answered, 

respectfully and confidently.  

 

“And what does your church believe?” Whitefield followed up.  

 

“The same thing I believe,” the man said.  

 

“And what do both of you believe?” the preacher asked again.  

 

“We both believe the same thing,” the man assured Whitefield.  

 

Belonging to a Christian church — and knowing exactly what it 

teaches — is vital but doesn’t guarantee salvation. That’s between 

each individual and God.  

 

As Romans 10:9 (ESV) says, “If you confess with your mouth that 

Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from 

the dead, you will be saved.” 

 

Close to God 

 

I can take my telescope and 

look millions and millions of 

miles into space. But I can 

lay it aside, go into my 

room, shut the door, get down on my knees in earnest prayer, 



and see more of heaven and get closer to God than I can assisted 

by all the telescopes and material agencies on earth.  

 

—Isaac Newton 

 

Chapter and Verse 

 

In its original format, the Bible contained no chapter and verse 

divisions or numbers. Those are entirely a human convention, 

intended to make reading easier.  

 

The first modern system of dividing Scripture occurred in the 

13th century. Interestingly, the New Testament was first 

separated into verses in 1551 — by the son of a French printer, as 

he rode on horseback! 

 

Expanded Lives 

 

In a fascinating, kid-friendly 

science experiment, a bar of 

Ivory soap heated in a 

microwave writhes and 

expands into a unique, billowy shape. The change is due to 

Charles’ Law, which describes how a gas, such as that contained 

in pockets inside a bar of Ivory, expands as its temperature 

increases. The soap can still be used as normal, though it’s now 

fragile and flaky.  

 

When the Holy Spirit enters us, we expand as well. Our Spirit-

enlarged lives may seem misshapen to some, no longer 

conforming to the world’s expectations. But our uniqueness 

reflects the creativity of our Triune God, who reveals himself to 

people in many different ways.  

 

Our hearts expand and soften too, opening to other people’s 

needs and concerns, while our God-created purpose remains: to 

be a force of love and care — of cleansing and renewal — in the 

world. 

 

Life Lessons 

 

Late-night comedian Stephen Colbert, a practicing Catholic who 

teaches Sunday school, faced tragedy at age 10 when his father 

and two of his brothers died in a plane crash. As Colbert told The 

New York Times, his mom helped him avoid bitterness about the 

loss:   “She taught me to be grateful for my life regardless of what 

that entailed, and that’s directly related to the image of Christ on 

the cross and the example of sacrifice that he gave us. What she 

taught me is that the deliverance God offers you from pain is not 

no pain; it’s that the pain is actually a gift. What’s the option? 

God doesn’t really give you another choice.” 

 

God Is the Fountain 

 

God is the fountain whence  

ten thousand blessings flow;  

to him my life, my health and friends,  

and every good, I owe.  

The comforts he affords  

are neither few nor small;  

he is the source of fresh delights,  

my portion and my all.  

He fills my heart with joy,  

my lips attunes for praise;  

and to his glory I’ll devote  

the remnant of my days.  

 

—Benjamin Beddome 



 

+Christian Symbol+ 

 

This symbol consists of a triangle with a circle at each point, 

labeled in Latin with the three Persons of the Trinity; Father, Son 

and Holy Spirit. A circle in the center is labeled God. Six lines 

show the relationships formed, with inner lines marked "is" and 

outer lines marked "is not." The resulting sign declares that God 

is Father, God is Son and God is Spirit, yet the three Persons are 

not the same. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPECIAL DATES: 

• Ascension of the Lord, May 5, 2016  

• National Day of Prayer, May 5, 2016  

• Mother’s Day, May 8, 2016  

• Pentecost, May 15, 2016  

• Armed Forces Day, May 21, 2016  

• Trinity Sunday, May 22, 2016  

• Victoria Day (Canada), May 23, 2016  

• Memorial Day, May 30, 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BIBLE QUIZ 

 

Which books of the Bible include an account of 

Jesus’ ascension?  

 

A. Luke and Acts  

B. Matthew and Luke  

C. Mark and John  

D. All four gospels 

(Answer is on the last page.) 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

 

 

 

First Presbyterian Church of Sylva 

Invites you to celebrate with us on our 

75th Anniversary 

Sunday, June 5, 2016 

Worship at 11:00 a.m. 

A lunch reception will follow in the Fellowship Hall 

Please RSVP by calling the church office – (828) 586-4256 
Organized by the 75th Anniversary Committee of  

First Presbyterian Church 

 

 May 1st, 9 pm till 12 midnight – Ukirk@WCU is hosting a 

“Pancake Study Break” for all students of WCU at Hillside 

Grind Coffee House located on Central Drive.  Volunteers 

are needed from 8pm till 10pm and 10pm till 12 midnight.  

If you are interested in volunteering, please call Karol 

Farris at 508-2354. 

 May 8th – Presbyterian Women Blanket Drive 

 June 13th-17th – Vacation Bible School 

 June 19th – Presbyterian Women Birthday Celebration 

 

MAY  2016 CALENDAR 

http://www.sylvapres.org/calendar.cfm 

 

 
ARE YOU SERVING IN MAY 2016? 

 

Coffee Fellowship: 

5/1 – Jim & Sylvia Smythe 

5/8 – Carol & Stu Sussman 

5/15 – Open (Need volunteer(s)  

5/22 – Suzy Gregory & Jude Pearson 

5/29 – Sam & Margaret Hale 

 

Family Night Supper:   

5/4 – Jim & Sylvia Smythe 

 

Ushers & Greeters:    

Jim & Sylvia Smythe and Laura Pope 

 

Flowers:   

5/1 – Tommy & Sarah Thompson 

5/8 – Pat Newman 

5/15 – Jim & Sylvia Smythe 

5/22 – Suzy Gregory & Jude Pearson 

5/29 – Hal & Gloria Stockton 

 

 

http://www.sylvapres.org/calendar.cfm


May Birthdays 

5/7 – Grace Reed 

5/15 – Jacob Bauknecht 

5/16 – Eric McManus 

5/18 – Isaac Daniel 

5/22 – Gretchen Dilks 

5/22 – Sara Beth Sanders 

5/22 – Mary Gelbaugh 

5/22 – Barry Woods 

5/23 – Heather Gregory 

5/25 – Jesse Bauknecht 

5/28 – Aleah Murajda 

5/30 – Doug Oxford 

April Anniversaries 

5/7 – Steve & Pat Mikula 

5/14 – Lew & Dorothy Farmer 

5/17 – Will and Amanda Murajda 

5/20 – Gerald & Karen Lindsay 

5/27 – Hal & Gloria Stockton 

 

 
 

 

 

Bible Quiz Answer: A (See Luke 24:51 and Acts 1:9.) 

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE THRU APRIL 24TH  

Apr. 3 – 84 / Apr. 10 – 108 / Apr. 17 – 98 / Apr. 24 - 115 


