
 

A SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 

March 17, 2024 

Fifth Sunday in Lent 
 

Welcome & Announcements  
 

Prelude: “Were You There?” – FPC Handbells                                arranged by Brenda E. Austin                                                                                                          
 

Call to Worship: from Psalm 32 

Leader: Blessed is the one whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 

People: Blessed is the one whose sin the Lord does not count against them and in 

whose spirit is no deceit. 

Leader: When I kept silent, my bones wasted away through my groaning all day long. 

People: For day and night your hand was heavy on me. 

Leader: Then I acknowledged my sin to you and did not cover up my iniquity. 

People: I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord.” And you forgave the 

guilt of my sin. 

Leader: Many are the woes of the wicked, but the Lord’s unfailing love surrounds the 

one who trusts in him. Rejoice in the Lord and be glad, you righteous. 

People: Sing, all you who are upright in heart! 
 

*Opening Hymn #775: “Across the Lands”  
 

*Prayer of Confession  
 

*Assurance of Pardon & Passing of the Peace 

Leader: May the peace of Christ be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
 

*Hymn #154: “Live in Charity”   

     Live in charity and steadfast love, live in charity; God will dwell with you. 
 

Recognition of New Members 



Children’s Message 

We invite children ages 3 through 2nd grade to come forward for a brief lesson, after which they 

may go back to their seats or on to Children’s Church. 
 

Anthem: “Grace”                                                                                                    by Carolyn Hamlin              

Lord, as I seek your guidance for the day, 

I find my thoughts unyielding, confusion crowds my way; 

But then when I bow to you, the challenges you guide me through, 

Your promises are ever new, I claim them for today. 

Your will cannot lead me where your grace will not keep me, 

Your hand will protect me.  I rest in your care. 

Your eyes will watch over me, your love will forgive me, 

And when I am faltering, I still will find you there. 

Each new day’s design is charted by your hand 

And graciously revealed as I seek your Master plan. 

Keep my footsteps faithful when from you I go. 

Return me to the joy that your blessings can bestow. 
                                                    

Scripture Lesson: Luke 6:27-36                                                          page 900 / page 1588, lg print 
         

Sermon: “On Enemy Love”                               Rev. Blake Daniel 
   

*Hymn of Response #691: “Amazing Grace”             
 

*Affirmation of Faith: from The Confession of Belhar 

We believe that God has entrusted the church with the message of reconciliation in and 

through Jesus Christ; that the church is called to be the salt of the earth and the light of 

the world, that the church is called blessed because it is a peacemaker; that the church is 

witness both by word and by deed to the new heaven and the new earth in which 

righteousness dwells; that God’s life-giving Word and Spirit has conquered the powers 

of sin and death, and therefore also of irreconciliation and hatred, bitterness and 

enmity; that God’s life-giving Word and Spirit will enable the church to live in a new 

obedience which can open new possibilities of life for society and the world. 
 

Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 



Tithes & Offerings: “Jesu, Priceless Treasure”                                                               J. S. Bach 
                                                                                                                

*Doxology #965 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures here below. 

Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
 

*Closing Hymn #944: “God Be with You Till We Meet Again” (verses 1-3) 
 

*Benediction 
 

*Congregational Response #944: “God Be with You Till We Meet Again” (verse 4) 
 

Postlude #443: “My Life Flows On in Endless Song”                                               Robert Lowry                                         

    
We invite you to join us for coffee fellowship in the Fellowship Hall following the service! 

 

*Please stand as you are able. 
 

 

OUR MISSION 

To make disciples who love Jesus Christ, love the church, and love their neighbors as themselves. 
 

TO OUR VISITORS 

We are glad you are here! Please write your name and contact information in the visitor pad 

in your pew before you leave. We would love to send you a personal note of welcome. 

Please notify our Pastor if you are interested in joining our congregation as a member. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• Our Sanctuary has been very full lately. What a good problem to have! We kindly ask 

that you scoot down the pews to leave room for other folks to sit down during the service. 

• Join us for a Lenten Prayer Group during the season of Lent. We meet on Wednesday 

nights at 6pm in the Garden Room (next to the Fellowship Hall) to pray together. 

• The next Presbyterian Women’s Circle Meeting will be Thursday, March 21 at 10:00am. 

• We will be gathering for dinner and worship on Maundy Thursday, March 28, starting 

at 6:00pm. Dinner will be in the Fellowship Hall, followed by Holy Communion; worship 

will then take place in the Sanctuary, starting around 7:15pm. Childcare will be provided. 

• Save the Date: An Easter Sunrise Service will take place in the church pavilion behind the 

Mary Jay Patten Center on March 31 at 7:00am. Coffee and breakfast will be provided. 

• Remember to wear your nametags! They are in the box in the entry hallway. If you don’t 

have one, please write your name on the sheet provided and we will make one for you. 



A WORD ABOUT WORSHIP 

 
 

CONTRIBUTIONS: 03-07-24 / 03-13-24 

Regular: $3,145.21; Organ: $25.00; Total: $3,170.90 

Online Giving: www.sylvapres.org/giving; Attendance: 119 

 

SERVERS 

Ushers & Greeters: Jeff Pope, Billy Noell, Robin Gorman; Acolyte: Isaac Daniel 

Coffee Fellowship: The Walawender Family 

Flowers: Betty Foti – “In Memory of Arthur Painter” 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Send prayer concerns or updates to our prayer email address: pray@sylvapres.org. 

You may also call the church office at (828) 586-4256 to share a request. 

Please contact our Pastor or Deacon of the Month if you or a loved one are in the hospital or in need. 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION

Pastor: Blake Daniel 

Administrative Assistant:  

Jean Chance 

Music Director: Courtney Umphlett 

Organist/Pianist: Margaret Hale 

Children & Youth Ministry Director: 

Heather Monar 

Children’s Ministry Assistant:  

Lilly Matheson 

Treasurer: Judy Henderson 

Financial Secretary: Grace Reed 

Asst. Financial Secretary: Lynda Parlett 

Deacon of the Month:  

Robby Hess – (828) 507-9316 

Kelder Monar (alt) – (919) 259-8480 

Church Office: 

Phone: (828) 586-4256 

Email: office@sylvapres.org 

www.sylvapres.org 

 

Physical address: 

46 Presbyterian Drive 

Sylva, NC 28779 

 

Mailing address: 

P.O. Box 2152 

Sylva, NC 28779 


