
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Rev. Blake Daniel, Pastor 

Suzy Buckner, Editor 

P.O. Box 2152 

46 Presbyterian Drive 

Sylva, N.C.  28779 

(828) 586-4256  

sylvapres@frontier.com 

www.sylvapres.org 

 

 

mailto:sylvapres@frontier.com
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=wait+on+the+lord+during+Advent&view=detailv2&&id=3DD1FE2E1E483B3FCF633ACE4678FDA5B22934E5&selectedIndex=106&ccid=xnbV43y5&simid=608051264510693286&thid=OIP.Mc676d5e37cb9e825e294b9d0d6956ed7o0


FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

“Waiting is an art that our impatient age has forgotten. It wants to break 

open the ripe fruit when it has hardly finished planting the shoot… Those 

who learn to wait are uneasy about their way of life but have seen a vision 

of greatness in the world of the future and are patiently expecting its 

fulfillment. The celebration of Advent is possible only to those who are 

troubled in soul, who know themselves to be poor in imperfect, and who 

look forward to something greater to come. For these, it is enough to wait 

in humble fear until the Holy One himself comes down to us, God in the 

child in the manger. God comes. The Lord Jesus comes. Christmas comes. 

Christians rejoice!” – Dietrich Bonhoeffer, God Is in the Manger 

 

Advent means “coming.”  As a season, it is the time when the 

church – you and me and all followers of Jesus – wait for the 

coming of the Lord at Christmas.  Of course, Jesus has already 

come (he was born in a manger 2,000 years ago), so in Advent we 

look backwards to remember that first season of expectation, when 

Mary and Joseph and angels and shepherds awaited the Savior’s 

birth.  At the same time, we look forward with hope that Jesus will 

one day come again to make all things new. 

 

I wonder: How do you wait for the coming of the Lord?  With 

eagerness?  Giddy anticipation?  Impatience?  Indifference?  

Waiting is hard, isn’t it?  It’s one of the hardest things we must 

do, at any point in life.  Whether you’re a child on Christmas Eve 

or an adult at the DMV, we all find ourselves chomping at the bit 

for what’s next.  Why is that?  I tend to think it’s because when 

we wait, we are not in control – and lack of control is a scary 

thing.  Waiting forces us to be on someone else’s timetable, in 

someone else’s care, under someone else’s watch.  Which, of 

course, can be a good thing (Christmas Eve!) and a bad thing 

(DMV…). 

 

To be a Christian is to wait upon the Lord.  The Lord doesn’t wait 

on us; we wait on him, watching for his hand at work, listening 

for his still, small voice with patient yet eager expectation.  I wait 

for the Lord, Psalm 130 tells us, My soul waits, and in his Word do I 

put my hope.  They who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength, 

Isaiah 40 says.  They shall mount up with wings like eagles.  Be 

patient, then, until the Lord's coming, James 5 says.  See how the 

farmer waits for the land to yield its valuable crop, patiently waiting for 

the autumn and spring rains. You too, be patient and stand firm, 

because the Lord’s coming is near. 

 

This Advent, as we count down the days to the birth of our 

Savior, I invite you to wait.  As you do, trust that waiting time is 

not wasted time.  For in the midst of waiting, we prepare.  We 

prepare our homes through decorations, food, candles, and 

calendars; and we prepare our hearts through prayer, 

contemplation, worship, and fellowship.  As we wait, we prepare 

– so that when the Lord Jesus arrives, in his humility and in his 

glory, we will be ready. 

 

Happy Advent, 

Blake 
 

PS -- Please join me in saying farewell to Suzy Buckner, who has served 

our church faithfully for five years as Administrative Assistant and is 

moving to Asheville with her husband, Robert.  She will remain at FPC 



until the end of the year, so please make a point to stop by and give her 

a hug and express your gratitude for a job well done. 

 

 

My Dear Friends at FPC, 

     The time has come for me to start 

a new chapter in my life with my 

husband Robert in Asheville.  Our 

renovations are almost completed 

and a paved road up the house is on 

the calendar for next week. I am a firm believer that nothing 

happens by chance in our lives; God’s handiwork remains 

constant. 

     I look back to when Robert and I first met.  I had gone on a 

mission trip in November 2012 to Panther, WV because I had a 

truck and it was needed by my daughter’s aunt to carry 

Christmas presents and food to the mission.  I had never been on 

a mission trip before.  Robert has been part of this ministry for 

many years and also went to Panther this time to help serve food 

and play Santa for the children.  We met cutting tomatoes and 

cucumbers for a salad; he didn’t like the way I was handling a 

knife and feared I would remove a finger or two (or so he said!).  

What are the chances that two people from different hometowns 

and churches would meet at such an isolated place in the 

mountains of West Virginia?  In my eyes…slim to none; in God’s 

eyes…100%. 

     For the past five years I have been deeply blessed to be a part 

of this church family.  You will always be in my heart, thoughts 

and prayers.  You have nourished my heart, mind, and soul.  It 

has been an honor to serve you and this church.  My life is so 

much richer for having known you.  I have laughed and cried 

with so many of you; this was a very difficult decision and I am 

thankful that Asheville is not so far away…I will visit! 

     In closing, I found Christ in this church through the 

enlightened words of David, Ed, Ike and Blake.  They helped me 

know Christ and heighten my desire to know Him more and 

serve Him faithfully.  I will miss you all.  Thank you for your 

friendship and love. 

In His service, I remain, 

Suzy Buckner 

 

NOVEMBER 14TH  SESSION REPORT BY BLAKE DANIEL 

 

The Session of FPC met on November 14, 2016.  Here is a glimpse 

of what occurred: 

 Betty Foti led a devotional and opened our time with 

prayer. 

 Susan Blair gave a recap of the recent meeting of the 

Presbytery of Western North Carolina in Brevard, NC on 

10/25. 

 Blake gave a recap of his professional development week 

in Montreat. 

 The Session voted to purchase an automated external 

defibrilator (AED) for the church to use in the event of an 

emergency. 

 The budget for 2017 was reviewed and approved. 

 The session called a congregational meeting for Sunday, 

12/4 for the purpose of presenting the 2017 budget and 

approving Blake's updated terms of call. 

 Blake reported that officer training has begun with our 

new elders and deacons.  They will be focusing on 

theology (Book of Confessions) and polity (Book of Order) 

as they prepare to serve our church. 

As always, you can read the official minutes of 

our Session meetings in the notebook on the shelf next to the FPC 



side entrance.  The Session continues to work hard in service to 

our Lord and his church. 

 

DOLLARS AND CENTS DECEMBER 2016 

 At their regular meeting on November 14th, the Session approved 

the budget for 2017.  The first section of the budget is devoted to 

Ministry or in other terms, the Pastor’s Call. When there is a 

change in the call, it needs to be voted on by a quorum of the 

church membership; this will happen on December 4th 

immediately following the service. As you may remember, we 

changed Blake’s call last July at his one-year anniversary of 

service.  Going forward, we will consider changes at budget time. 

The 2017 change in call represents a 5% merit raise and the 1.5% 

cost of living adjustment given to all staff members.  Other lines 

under ministry (social security equivalent, annuity, medical 

insurance and life insurance) are calculated on a percentage basis 

by the Board of Pensions and will go up as well. 

 

Below, for your information, are listed a few changes to the 

budget. 

1. Cost of living adjustment for all staff. 

2. Support for an international missionary to be determined 

later. 

3. A budget line item of $500 for the new Hospitality 

Committee of session. 

4. A possible raise in lawn care expense – this goes out for 

bid in March. 

The overall increase amounts to $7,851 which is about 3.3% and 

our benevolences are 11.7% of total. (We strive to give at least a 

tithe.) 

A copy of the new budget will be given to members at the 

Congregational Meeting. As always, I would be happy to answer 

any questions you may have.  

In His Service,  

Judy Henderson, treasurer 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 

The Morning Presbyterian Women’s Circle will meet on 

December 14th at 10:00am at the home of Dottie Thornburg.  

Gretchen Dilks will be teaching the bible study lesson.  Lunch 

will be served after the study.  All women of the church are invited to 

attend! 

 

Children’s Christmas Program Practice Schedule 

 

December 1 – 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. – 

Evening practice for all ages. 

December 4 – Sunday practice for 

all ages. 

December 9 – 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. – 

Friday practice for all ages.  

**A children’s night out will 

follow until 8:30 p.m. so parents 

can have some free time! ** 

December 11 – The Children’s 

Christmas Program will be at 6:00 p.m.  The children are excited 

to present ‘Bethlehem Bells’ and would enjoy your company.  A 

reception will follow the program.  If you would like to attend 

and are unable to drive, please contact Amanda Murajda to 

arrange a ride to the church. 

Please invite all your family and friends to attend! 

 

https://www.facebook.com/114648361917769/photos/a.792848747431057.1073741831.114648361917769/792848590764406/?type=3


UNITED CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES 

 

UCM is collecting any kind, brand and size of household, 

personal, and hygiene items such as deodorant, shampoo, tooth 

paste, bath soap, dish soap, cleaning products, etc.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DECEMBER 2016 
The semester is almost over at Western Carolina University! Here 

at UKirk, we're getting ready for two exciting events. On 

December 4, we will have dinner provided by First Presbyterian 

Church of Franklin, followed by Sacred Space: Contemplative 

Worship in the style of Taizé. Then on Sunday, December 11 

comes our semi-annual Pancake Study Break! Additional 

volunteers are needed on Dec 11 from 8:15-10:15pm & 10:15pm-

12:15am. Please let me know if you are interested in helping with 

this major event. 

  

During the month of November, we offered students several 

opportunities for spiritual and social engagement, including 

prayer stations, worship music, Bible study, bowling night, 

movie night, hiking, volunteering, and a progressive 

Thanksgiving dinner with other campus ministries. We are 

looking forward to joining UKirk groups from across the country 

for the College Conference at Montreat in early January. 

  

If your congregation would like to learn more about partnering 

with campus ministry, I am available on Sunday mornings to 

preach, give a minute for mission, or lead a class 

presentation. Please contact me to schedule a visit in 2017! 

  

In Christ, 

  

Karol 

  

Rev. Karol Farris 

UKirk Campus Minister at WCU 

594 Centennial Drive, Cullowhee, NC 28723 

828-508-2354 ∙ ukirkwcu@gmail.com ∙ www.ukirkwcu.org 

 

THOUGHTS 

Truth Incarnate 

 

The Almighty appeared on earth as a 

helpless human baby, needing to be fed and 

changed and taught to talk like any other 

child. The more you think about it, the more 

staggering it gets. Nothing in fiction is so 

fantastic as this truth of the Incarnation.  

 

—J.I. Packer  

http://www.ukirkwcu.org/


Present possibilities, frontiers of faith 

Brazilian theologian Rubem 

Alves called hope “the 

suspicion … that the frontiers of 

the possible are not determined 

by the limits of the present.” 

Who among us doesn’t 

sometimes imagine our future 

based solely on present-day 

obstacles? Even biblical heroes did so.  

 

Abraham and Sarah laughed at God’s promise of a child, 

seeing only their present circumstance of old age. Only in 

hindsight could Joseph see how God turned slavery in Egypt 

into great good.  

At first another Joseph, learning his fiancée was pregnant, 

believed his world was limited to two possibilities: shame 

Mary publicly or divorce her quietly. But his heart was open to 

God’s message: “What is conceived in her is from the Holy 

Spirit. [Her] son … will save his people from their sins” 

(Matthew 1:20-21, NIV). How exceedingly far this future must 

have seemed from the limits of Joseph’s present.  

 

Christmas is a reminder that God calls us all into frontiers of 

the future we never could have dreamed!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas transformation 

The earth has grown old with its burden 

of care, but at Christmas it always is 

young, the heart of the jewel burns 

lustrous and fair, and its soul full of music 

breaks the air, when the song of angels is 

sung.  

 

—Phillips Brooks 

 

Jesus Is the Word 

To say that Jesus is the Word is another 

way of saying he is God speaking to us. 

While we struggle with our clumsy 

words, God needs only one Word to 

perfectly communicate the depth and 

mystery, the passion and the overwhelming grace of who he is. 

By that Word, Light became a living being. Manna became 

man. Wisdom became a person. In him, Life came to life; all 

that God is came to us in that One Final Word we call Jesus.  

 

—Michael Card, Immanuel: Reflections on the Life of Christ 

 

Perspective for the turning of the year 

Nothing that is worth doing can be achieved in our lifetime; 

therefore we must be saved by hope. Nothing which is true or 

beautiful or good makes complete sense in any immediate 

context of history; therefore we must be saved by faith. 

Nothing we do, however virtuous, can be accomplished alone; 

therefore we are saved by love.  

 

—Reinhold Niebuhr 

 



Overcoming despair 

Christmas can be a difficult time for people who are hurting or  

grieving. In the 1860s, poet Henry Wadsworth Longfellow had  

reason to despair: America was at war with itself, his son was  

severely wounded in battle and his wife died in a fire. The first  

Christmas after his wife’s death, Longfellow wrote, “How  

inexpressibly sad are all holidays.”  

 

Three years later, on Christmas Day 1864, 

Longfellow penned a poem that later became 

the song “I Heard the Bells on Christmas 

Day.” The lyrics move from despair to hope — 

and, thanks to Jesus, so can we.  

 

And in despair I bowed my head.  

There is no peace on earth, I said!  

For hate is strong, and mocks the song  

of peace on earth, good will to men!  

 

Then pealed the bells more loud and deep:  

God is not dead, nor doth he sleep!  

The wrong shall fail, the right prevail,  

with peace on earth, good will to men!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advent traditions 

“The way you celebrate Christmas can be a gift in itself,” said 

Fred Rogers, “handing on traditions that will give your child a 

feeling of continuity, comfort and 

joy in all the Christmases to 

come.” In American homes, 

common Advent traditions 

include wreaths, calendars and 

logs. Did you know about these 

European traditions?  

 

• In Normandy, children used to 

set fires in fields during Advent. 

The flames killed caterpillar eggs and drove away rodents. The 

tradition reflected good conquering evil, just as God’s perfect 

Son rescues us from sin.  

 

• On December 13, Scandinavian countries honor Saint Lucy 

(or Lucia), a third-century martyr 

who, according to legend, brought 

food to people in the catacombs 

during winter. For light — and to 

be able to carry as much food as 

possible — she wore a wreath of 

candles on her head. On St. Lucy’s 

Day, the oldest daughter gets up 

early and brings sweet rolls to 

family members. The tradition 

reminds Christians that Jesus is a 

gift of light and love for our dark world.  

 

 

 



Gift-giving solutions 

Trying to find gifts for certain people — or letting others know 

what you want — can be quite challenging. After all, most of us 

don’t need anything. Realizing that the best gifts aren’t material 

items offers a new perspective on giving and receiving. 

Consider these insights from author Charles Swindoll:  

 

“Some gifts you can give this Christmas are beyond monetary 

value: Mend a quarrel, dismiss suspicion, tell someone ‘I love 

you.’ Give something away — anonymously. Forgive someone 

who has treated you wrong. 

Turn away wrath with a soft 

answer. Visit someone in a 

nursing home. Apologize if you 

were wrong. Be especially kind 

to someone with whom you 

work. Give as God gave to you in Christ, without obligation, or 

announcement, or reservation, or hypocrisy.” 

 

Where’s your security? 

When A Charlie Brown Christmas 

debuted in 1965, religious references 

were unheard of on television. Yet the 

show’s climax features the Christmas 

story verbatim. As Linus begins 

reciting Luke 2, he’s clutching his ever-

present blue blanket. Yet, as pastor 

Jason Soroski points out, Linus drops it right as he utters the 

words “fear not” (Luke 2:10).  

 

Soroski believes the timing is intentional and that “Peanuts” 

creator Charles M. Schulz sends a simple, brilliant message. 

“The birth of Jesus separates us from our fears,” Soroski writes. 

It “frees us from the habits we are unable (or unwilling) to 

break ourselves. The birth of Jesus allows us to simply drop the 

false security we have been grasping so tightly, and learn to 

trust and cling to him instead.” 

 

+Christian Symbol+ 

 
 

Angel  

Angel, which means “messenger” in both Hebrew and Greek, is a 

spirit-being God created to perform tasks for him. In the Bible, 

angels appear in human form (always as men) to deliver divine 

messages. Angels appear separately to Joseph and Mary, 

announcing Jesus’ upcoming birth, and “a multitude of the 

heavenly host” (Luke 2:13) tells shepherds of the Savior’s arrival. 

Scripture offers little information about angels, though we know 

some rebelled against God. Among the holy angels, categories 

include cherubim and seraphim. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Bible Quiz 

 
 

How many wise men followed a star to Bethlehem to worship 

Jesus?  

 

A. two  

B. three  

C. four  

D. We don’t know because the Bible doesn’t say. 

 

Answer is on the last page. 

 

Special Dates: 

• Second Sunday of Advent, December 4, 2016  

• Third Sunday of Advent, December 11, 2016  

• Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 18, 2016  

• First day of winter, December 21, 2016  

• Christmas Eve, December 24, 2016  

•  

• New Year’s Eve/Watch Night, December 31, 2016 

 



 

ANNOUNCEMENTS/EVENTS 

 

Worship on the Longest Night - A Service of  

Wholeness & Healing 

December 14 at 6:30 pm in the Sanctuary 

Advent and Christmas are not always easy or cheerful. Many of us have 

experienced loss that is heightened during the holidays. Many of us 

experience seasonal depression. Many of us are just plain stressed out. 

Oftentimes days stretch on and on, and Christmas Eve can truly feel 

like “the longest night.” This simple service provides an opportunity to 

name the difficulties of the season while seeking healing from the Great 

Physician. 

 

Job Vacancy – First Presbyterian Church, Sylva, NC 

 

Position:  Children’s Ministry Director 

Terms of Employment:  10 hours/week 

Compensation:  Salary based on education and experience 

Duties:  Oversee and plan ongoing ministries for children (aged 

12 and younger) on Sunday mornings; plan and lead special 

events as needed; offer support to children, youth, and families 

as needed; attend monthly staff meetings and Children’s Ministry 

meetings; implement the Child Protection and Safety Policy and 

be familiar with all church policies pertaining to children’s safety; 

organize and stock children’s classrooms as needed. 

Qualifications:  Love for and experience working with children, 

youth, and families, preferably in a church setting; familiarity 

with religious curricula; strong communication, organization, 

and leadership skills. 

Application Information:  Please email sylvapres@frontier.com 

to receive application and interview information.  This position 

requires a background check. 

 

mailto:sylvapres@frontier.com


Hymn Books – If you have borrowed a 

hymnal from the church, please return it at 

your earliest convenience. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SERVERS FOR DECEMBER 2016 

 

Flowers 

Decoration Committee 

 

Coffee Fellowship 

12/4 – Deacons 

12/11 – Dottie & Lacy Thornburg 

12/18 – Open 

12/25 – Open 

 

Ushers & Greeters 

Dottie & Lacy Thornburg 

 

Family Night Supper 

12/7 – Susan Blair 

 

December Birthdays 

12/1 – Frank Royce 

12/2 – Rady Large 

12/6 – Blake Daniel 

12/6 – Seth Gelbaugh 

12/6 – Jaxon Tabor 

12/11 – Jantra Aldis 

12/11 – Robert Porter 

12/12 – Laura Lindsay 

12/12 – David Noland 

12/12 – Dottie Thornburg 

12/13 – Angie Noland 

12/15 – Patti Sparling 

12/17 – Grace Blunt 

12/20 – Jenny Porter 

12/20 – Lacy Thornburg 

12/24 – Livingston Kelley 

12/24 – Gloria Stockton 

12/30 – Judy Henderson 

12/30 – Becky Wilson 

 

December Anniversaries 

12/16 – Patrick & Brenda Hill 

12/18 – Charles & Frances Hess 

12/27 – Paul & Brenda Holt 

12/28 – Greg & Dianne Scott 

12/31 – Jake & Heidi Buchanan 

 

Bible Quiz Answer: Answer: D (See Matthew 2:1-12.) 

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE THRU NOVEMBER 27, 2016 

Nov. 6 – 81 / Nov. 13 – 92 / Nov. 20 – 101 / Nov. 27 - 88 


