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“Our mission is to make         

disciples who love Jesus 

Christ, love the church, and 

love their neighbors as them-

selves. We invite you to join us 

for weekly worship and special 

events throughout the year.” 



“Life is Advent.  Life is recognizing the coming of the Lord.” – Henri Nouwen 

 

December is here, which means Advent is upon us and Christmas is right around 

the corner.  Notice how I phrased that – Advent is here, and Christmas is not here 

yet.  Every year I need this reminder, don’t you?  It seems like our culture pushes 

Christmas on us earlier and earlier, from We Wish You A Merry Christmas playing 

on the radio to Santa Claus showing up over Thanksgiving dinner.  Call me a 

Scrooge, but I’m not ready yet.  I don’t think we’re ready yet.  I think the church 

knows what it’s doing when it sets aside four whole weeks to watch and wait for 

the coming of Baby Jesus in the manger at Bethlehem. 

This is certainly what the Bible encourages us to do – to watch and wait for the 

coming of the Lord.  Indeed, the whole Old Testament can be read as a prologue 

to Jesus, setting the stage for Israel’s Messiah.  Even the New Testament doesn’t 

begin with Jesus’ birth, but with expectation.  Luke’s Gospel, which I’ll be     

preaching through all winter, starts with angel visits and John the Baptist and 

Mary and Joseph.  The point is, Christmas is not here yet.  We have to wait. 

I think this is what Henri Nouwen had in mind when he wrote those words: “Life is 

Advent.  Life is recognizing the coming of the Lord.”  Nouwen knew that to be a 

Christian is to wait upon the Lord.  The Lord doesn’t wait on us; we wait on him, 

watching for his hand at work, listening for his still, small voice with patient yet  

eager expectation.  I wait for the Lord, Psalm 130 tells us.  My soul waits, and in 

his Word do I put my hope.   

 
 

(continued on next page) 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 



I wonder: How do you wait for the coming of the Lord?  With eagerness?  Giddy 

anticipation?  Impatience?  Indifference?  Waiting is hard, isn’t it?  It’s one of the 

hardest things we must do, at any point in life.  Whether you’re a child on      

Christmas Eve or an adult at the DMV, we all find ourselves chomping at the bit 

for what’s next.  Why is that?  I tend to think it’s because when we wait, we are 

not in control – and lack of control is a scary thing.  Waiting forces us to be on 

someone else’s timetable, in someone else’s care, under someone else’s watch.   

This Advent, as we count down the days to the birthday of our Savior, and as we 

look forward to his coming again, I invite you to wait.  As you do, trust that waiting 

time is not wasted time.  For in the midst of waiting, we prepare.  We prepare our 

homes through decorations, food, candles, and calendars; and we prepare our 

hearts through prayer, contemplation, worship, and fellowship.  We wait and   

prepare, so that when the Lord Jesus arrives, in his humility and in his glory, we 

will be ready.

Mark  your  calendars: 
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CHURCH UPDATES 

NEW IN THE LIBRARY 

The Institutes of the Christian Religion  

by John Calvin 

 

Someone once said that if you can read   

the Wall Street Journal, you can read the 

"Institutes."  Check it out and give it a 

try!  Your soul will be better for it.  

This Sunday: 



DOLLARS & CENTS 

At the November Session meeting, Elders decided that a few more of the funds 
that are kept in our money market account could be reallocated for use in the 
Cornerstone Campaign. This netted an additional $2,774 for the cause. As of the 
end of November we have $77,454 in reallocated savings, $59,045 in giving and 
$12,680 in remaining pledge amounts for a total of  $149,179.  We have had 
wonderful participation from members, summer attenders and former members 
and the Cornerstone Campaign Task Force is extremely grateful to all who have 
contributed time, talent and money to the cause – including our first annual corn 
hole tournament, silent auction and special one time gifts.  David Noland and I 
have met with loan officers of two banks and have an idea what our monthly 
payments would be when we borrow the remaining money we need.  Any loan 
would have to be approved by a quorum of the members at a Congregational 
Meeting. 

We have received yearlong 
pledges that would bring in 
about $1,337 per month. I 
would encourage you to pray 
about making a pledge if you 
haven’t already done so. This 
can go a long way toward 
having a shorter life span for 
our loan.  

God is good and we give Him 
the glory for supplying our 
needs and more.  

You can give to the Campaign 
by putting ‘Cornerstone’ in 
the memo line of your check, using the envelope you find in the pew rack or go-
ing online at sylvapres.org.  
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY UPDATE 

Happy Advent everyone! This is 
one of my favorite times of year, 
not because of Christmas, but    
because of the anticipation that 
builds throughout the season. It is 
such a great time to teach our   
children about patience and also 
put them in the place of those 
who were waiting for Jesus' arrival 
so long ago. Advent is a magical 
and mysterious time and I love 
sharing it with my family. 
 

I came across a great way to       
celebrate Advent this year: a       
reverse Advent calendar. Each day, 
you place an item in a box to be 
donated on Christmas Eve to those 
in need.  What a beautiful way to 
celebrate our loving and giving 
Lord! 
 

Thank you to all who helped pack 
our Operation Christmas Child 
Shoeboxes! I was overwhelmed 
with the outpouring of gifts for the 
children abroad. In totally, we packed 17 boxes! WOOHOO! Pictures from the 
event are on the next page. 
 

Our Children's Christmas play is fast approaching! Our kids have been working 
hard to put together this production and are absolutely stoked to perform it for 
you! Come see "The Incredible, Gigantic, Humongous VeggieTales Christmas 
Show!" on Sunday December 9th at 4 PM. A small dessert reception will follow. 
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OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD BOX PACKING 
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CHURCH UPDATES 
DEACON UPDATE 

If you have any questions, you can contact Peg Shafer.  

 

Also, a huge thank you to those who have given to our two sponsored foster   

children for Christmas. There is one stocking left on the board in the Fellowship 

Hall for anyone to claim! Just a reminder that items are due                                  

before December 10th.  

 

UNITED CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES 
 

United Christian Ministries needs soup and canned fruit.                                     

A pop-top, or pop n pull, is preferred. 

 

As always, we can they can use any type of nonperishable food, household 

or personal items such as detergent for dishes or laundry. 



CHURCH UPDATES 
LUMINARIES 

As a community service project, 

our session has chosen to show 

love with light by bringing      

luminaries back to downtown 

Sylva. The luminaries will be 

placed on the old courthouse 

steps and down the historic 

Main Street  sidewalk the evenings of November 30 and December 1 (December 

2nd is also the day of Sylva’s annual Christmas parade at 2:00pm.)  Surrounding 

downtown Sylva churches have been invited to join in the festivities by  offering 

caroling and refreshments; the more the merrier.   

We need your help!  

Can you volunteer one or more of these evenings to prepare bags, distribute 

them, monitor them, and pack them up? They will be lit from 5:00-9:00pm.  

 

For more information or to volunteer, please contact: 

Mary Gelbaugh: (828) 226-1036 / marygelbaugh@gmail.com 

 

To contribute to the purchase of supplies, please give to FPC and note 

"luminaries" in the memo line on your check.  



WOMEN’S COMMUNITY BIBLE STUDY 

Women's Community Bible Study will   
continue with our study of "Armor of God" 
through December. We will begin a new 
study in January: Exodus by NavPress. This 
is an inductive study of the book of Exodus 
over the course of eighteen weeks.  The 
book of Exodus has may valuable insights 
for us today, in areas such as redemption, 
rebellion, servant leadership, principles of 
justice, and  wholehearted worship. 
 

The study of Exodus will begin with an     
introduction and opening coffee on 
Wednesday, January 2nd, at 9am. WCBS 
meets weekly on Wednesdays from 9am to 
10:30am.  

For more information, please contact Joyce 
Pope at joyce_pope@hotmail.com or at 
828-631-9496. 

CHURCH UPDATES 
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 SUNDAY SCHOOL WINTER STUDY: 

The Tech-Wise Family: Everyday Steps for Putting Technology in Its Proper Place  

by Andy Crouch 

 

Starting January 13, Pastor Blake will be leading a 12-week study of The Tech-Wise 

Family. We will meet on Sunday mornings from 9:45-10:30am in the Garden Room 

next to the kitchen. All are welcome to attend (not just families or couples!), and 

books will be provided. Interested? Please contact Pastor Blake at 828-586-4256 

or blake@sylvapres.org so we can know how many books to purchase. 

 

Making good choices about technology in our families is more than just using     

internet filters and determining screen-time limits for our children. It's about   

building character, wisdom, and courage      

rather than accepting technology's promises 

of ease and instant gratification. It's about   

developing our heart, mind, soul, and strength 

when we're tempted to settle for                    

entertainment and consumer satisfaction. And 

it's definitely not just about the kids. 

Alongside in-depth original research from   

Barna Group that shows how families are 

wrestling with technology's new realities, 

Andy Crouch takes parents beyond the typical 

questions of what, where, and when to show 

us that in a world full of devices, there's a way 

to choose a better life than we've imagined. 

 



December 2018 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1    9a Advent  Decorating  5p Luminaries in Sylva 

2 

8:45a Diaconate 

9a Christian Ed. 

9:45a Sunday 

School 

11a Worship 

Service 

1:30p FH  

reserved            

— David Porter 

3 

 

4 

9:30a Garden 

Club 

9:30a Watercolor 

3p Pilates 

 

5 

9a Women’s 

Comm. Bible 

Study 

6:30p Family 

Night Supper 

7:30p Choir 

6 

 

7 

11a Home-

school       

Co-Op Book 

Club 

3p Pilates 

4p LC    

Graduation 

8 

Christmas 

Caroling — 

Meet at 

Church @ 

2pm 

9 

8:45a Hospitality 

Comm. Mtg. 

9:45a Sunday 

School 

11a Worship 

Service 

12:15p Finance 

Comm. Mtg. 

4p Children’s 

Christmas Play 

10 

6p Session 

11 

9:30a Watercolor 

3p Pilates 

7p Soaking Prayer 

12 

9a WC’s Bible 

Study 

7p Choir 

13 

8a Men’s 

Breakfast 

2p FH reserved 

— Jackson 

County          

Genealogical 

Society  

 

14 

11a Home-

school       

Co-Op Book 

Club 

3p Pilates 

 

15 

Church         

reserved — 

Courtney 

Umphlett  

16 

9:45a Sunday 

School 

11a Worship 

Service 

 

 

17 18 

9:30a Watercolor 

3p Pilates 

 

19 

9a WC’s Bible 

Study 

10a PW’s    

Morning Circle 

6p Worship on 

the Longest 

Night 

20 

7p PW’s     

Evening Circle 

21 

11a Home-

school       

Co-Op Book 

Club 

3p Pilates 

22 

 

23 

8:45a Mission 

Comm. Mtg. 

9:45a Sunday 

School 

11a Worship 

Service 

24 

**Office 

Closed for 

Christmas 

6p  

Christmas 

Eve      

Worship 

25 

**Office Closed 

for Christmas 

26 

**Office 

Closed for 

Christmas 

7p Choir 

27 

7p Jackson 

County Golf 

Club 

28 

11a Home-

school       

Co-Op Book 

Club 

3p Pilates 

29 

30 9:45a Sunday School  11a Worship Service      31 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Call to Worship 

12/2 Cyndie Royce 

12/9 Pat Mikula 

12/16 Donna Mason 

12/23 

12/30 

 

Prayer  of  illumination / 

 scripture   reading 

12/16 Bob Porter 

 

 

Coffee Fellowship 
12/2 Betty Foti 

12/9 Lacy & Dorothy Thornburg  

12/16 Tom & Jae Crawford  

12/23 

12/30 

 

 

 

Flowers 
12/2 Will & Besan Nash 

12/9 Drew & Courtney Umphlett 

12/16 Tom & Jae Crawford 

12/23 Lambert & Joy Hooper 

12/30 Ben & Jenna Pendry 

 

Ushers & Greeters 

12/2 Roger & Amanda Murajda, Mary         

Gelbaugh, Frances Hess 

12/9 Heidi Buchanan, Toni Knott, Alisha 

Thomas 

12/16 Heidi Buchanan, Toni Knott, Alisha 

Thomas 

12/23 Heidi Buchanan, Toni Knott 

12/30 Alisha Thomas 

 

Family  Night  Supper 
12/5 Steve & Marlies Owens, Susan Blair 

If you can serve in any of the open spaces, please email or call the 

church office! Also, please be sure to sign-up for the next month! 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Birthdays 

12/1 – Frank Royce 

12/2 – Rady Large 

12/6 – Blake Daniel 

12/6 – Seth Gelbaugh 

12/6 – Jaxon Tabor 

12/11 – Jantra Aldis 

12/11 – Robert Porter 

12/12 – Wren Gelbaugh 

12/12 – Laura Lindsay 

12/12 – David Noland 

12/12 – Dottie Thornburg 

12/13 – Angie Noland 

12/15 -- Kelder Monar 

12/15 – Patti Sparling 

12/17 – Grace Blunt 

12/20 – Jenny Porter  

12/20 – Lacy Thornburg 

12/21 -- Besan Nash 

 

 

12/24 – Livingston Kelley 

12/24 – Gloria Stockton 

12/24 – Jacqueline Pendry 

12/30 – Judy Henderson 

12/30 – Becky Wilson 

 

Anniversaries  

12/16 – Patrick & Brenda Hill 

12/18 -- Tim & Barbara Boyer 

12/18 – Charles & Frances Hess 

12/27 – Paul & Brenda Holt  

12/28 – Greg & Dianne Scott 

12/29 -- Jeff & Danielle Ollar 

12/31 – Jake & Heidi Buchanan 

If you would like your birthday or anniversary listed in future         

newsletters, please send the information to Emily  in the church office. 


