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This coming Sunday (Dec. 3) marks 
the end of "ordinary time" and the 
beginning of "Advent." 
What in the world does that mean? 
 
For centuries, the church (meaning 
the whole church, Christians      
everywhere) has kept time in a 
unique and particular way.  We 
Christians have our own calendar, 
distinct from the Roman calendar used throughout Western civilization.  This 
"liturgical" calendar reminds us of our identity as God's family and attunes us 
to the rhythms of God's salvation story.  
 
Here is how Shane Claiborne and Jonathan Wilson-Hartgrove explain it: 
 
If we in church are going to take our citizenship in heaven seriously, we must 
reshape our minds by marking our calendars differently...  When we look at 
the Christian calendar, we are reminded that we are in the world but not of 
it.  We are citizens of the kingdom that transcends time, but we sojourn on a 
time-bound earth.  Without liturgical time, we can easily forget our eternal 
identity.  We can get lost in the hustle and bustle of business and efficiency 
that shapes our culture and society.  Likewise, without the cosmic calendar, 
we can become so heaven-bound that we ignore the hells of the world 
around us.  And the glorious goal we are headed toward is not just going up 
when we die but bringing God's kingdom down – on earth as it is in heaven. 
(Common Prayer: A Liturgy for Ordinary Radicals) 

 

(continued on next page) 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 



As a pastor, I don't consider myself a high-church traditionalist.  But I do     
believe in the church calendar as a tool that that grounds us in the truth of 
the Gospel and unites us to all Christians everywhere.  I very much agree 
with what Lauren Winner writes: 
 

I want the Christian story to shape everything I do, even how I reckon 
time. I want it to be truer and more essential to me than school’s calendar, 
or Hallmark’s calendar, or the calendar set by the IRS. I want the rhythms 
of Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Easter, Pentecost to be more basic to 
my life than the days on which my quarterly estimated taxes are due. 
(Living the Christian Year: Time to Inhabit the Story of God) 

 
So you will notice the church calendar being referenced more often this time 
of year.  The songs and anthems will all reflect the Advent season (and       
notice, it's not the Christmas season – that comes on Dec. 25!).  The banner 
and parament colors will change to purple as a reminder of the royal birth of 
King Jesus.  The Advent wreath will be lit each week as a reminder of the 
light Christ brings.  I will be preaching through the assigned lectionary Bible 
texts to help us remember Israel's hope for the long-awaited Messiah.  None 
of this is for the sake of rote traditionalism.  We don't do it because it's what 
we have to do to be good Christians.  Rather, we do it for the sake of a lived 
faith, learning from those who have gone before us so that we might worship 
the Lord with gladness today.   
 
I hope you'll join us during this beautiful time in the life of the church, so that 
all of us may be shaped by the Spirit in rhythms of grace.  

 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parament
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parament
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/lections.php?year=B&season=Advent
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/lections.php?year=B&season=Advent


SMALL GROUPS 
 

Lent is a time for prayer, reflection, and repentance. Want to go deeper this 
Lenten season?  Join a short-term small group! 

  
The goal of these small groups is to cultivate deeper fellowship among God’s 
people at First Presbyterian Church through prayer and study. 
  
Each group will have 6-8 members and commit to meeting together once a 
week for the season of Lent.  Childcare is available.  There is no requirement 
to join – you don’t need to be “super-spiritual” or have to read a difficult 
book.  Simply commit to showing up and being honest with your fellow  
Christians.  The Holy Spirit will take it from there. 
 
Interested?  Come to an Informational Meeting on Jan. 31 at 6:00pm.  You 
must attend this session to be placed in a group! 

CHURCH STUDIES 
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 

The Session met on November 13. Here are some highlights of the meeting:  

 New officers will be ordained/installed in January. Many thanks to Marlies 
Owens and Frank Royce who are ending their terms as elders--and to 
Frances Hess who is ending one term and beginning another! 

 A major priority for the session this year has been community outreach 
and hospitality. One idea was to light Luminaries in downtown Sylva, which 
Mary Gelbaugh is coordinating; another was to establish a formal             
hospitality committee, which has started meeting regularly.   

 The Capital Needs Task Force has been meeting to discuss space planning 
as it supports the church's mission. Discussions include consolidation of 
administrative offices and allocating space for our many (growing) Sunday 
school classes. 

 We discussed safety at FPC in light of the recent shooting at a church in 
Texas.  

CHURCH OFFICE UPDATE 

Hey there, church! Remember! The clipboards are set out on the cabinet top 

underneath the Missions Board in the Fellowship Hall for our 2018 Sign-Ups.  

The clipboards will host our 2018 Sign-Ups for: Coffee Fellowship, Flowers, 

Ushers/Greeters, Family Night Supper, and Acolytes. If you are one who 

likes to sign up for specific dates, please be sure to fill them in as soon as  

possible! My hope is that we will have January through March signed up for 

by the beginning of January! There are already quite a many dates filled in, so 

thank you thank you! 
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DEACON’S NEWS 

The Deacons met on November 5. Here are some highlights from the 

meeting: 

 This Christmas season the Deacons are supporting Awake with a call out 

for $10 gas cards.  The participants at Awake sometimes are short money 

for transportation. Awake will give these folks a gas card so that they can 

make their appointments. This gift can be used all year round. Please   

purchase a gas card for $10 and give it to David Porter or Peg Shafer.  

 Christmas Caroling is coming up on December 16 at 3pm. After caroling, 

we plan to go out to eat somewhere.  

 Exam bags will be given out to the college students that will be taking final 

exams in the middle of December. 

 

As always if a Deacon can be of any assistance please don’t hesitate to ask 

one of them. 



CHURCH UPDATES 
LUMINARIES 

As a community service project, 

our session has chosen to show 

love with light by bringing       

luminaries back to downtown 

Sylva. The luminaries will be 

placed on the old courthouse 

steps and down the historic 

Main Street  sidewalk the evenings of December 1-2 and 8-9 (the same dates 

as Dillsboro’s traditional luminaries. December 2nd is also the day of Sylva’s 

annual Christmas parade at 2:00pm.) Surrounding downtown Sylva churches 

have been invited to join in the festivities by offering caroling and                 

refreshments; the more the merrier.   

We need your help!  

Can you volunteer one or more of these evenings to prepare bags, distribute 

them, monitor them, and pack them up? They will be lit from 5:00-9:00pm.  
 

For more information or to volunteer, please contact: 

Mary Gelbaugh: (828) 226-1036 / marygelbaugh@gmail.com 

Frances Hess: (828) 507-6114 / braveshosa@hotmail.com 
 

To contribute to the purchase of supplies, please give to FPC and note 

"luminaries" in the memo line on your check.  



CHURCH UPDATES 
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY UPDATE 

Advent is upon us and Christmas is approaching.  As this is my first Christmas 

with a child, I have heard many remark to me about what a magical        

Christmas this will be.  Many people love taking pictures with Santa, cooking 

Christmas cookies, and decorating their houses.  I put up my Christmas       

decorations the other day and Cecilia was so distracted by me hanging the 

stockings she could not drink the bottle Drew was trying to feed her.  Boxes 

of decorations became drums.  Nutcrackers became beloved puppets.  It was 

fun to watch her realize the magic of Christmas. 

 

I will be the first one to tell you that Christmas is not my favorite holiday.  As 

a musician, I am inundated with Christmas performances and listening to five 

thousand different versions of Jingle Bells. Something about the busyness of 

the Christmas holiday gets to my introverted self.  If I let it take hold of me, 

the busyness makes me wish that Christmas would just be over already.   

 

But, Advent is my absolute favorite time of the church calendar.  I love      

preparing to celebrate the birth of the Savior and putting all the materialism 

that can come with Christmas behind me.  Each day brings us closer to the 

arrival of our Messiah.  I like to put myself in the shoes of the Israelites as 

they waited.  As generations past and no Messiah came.  How many still     

believed he would actually come when he arrived?  Is that why so many 

missed the simple arrival of the Messiah? 

 

I hope to instill in my daughter the belief that Christmas is about preparing 

for the Messiah and not missing his arrival, instead of Jingle Bells and Santa 

visits.  There is absolutely nothing wrong with celebrating those things, but I 

hope to give her a deep understanding of Advent and waiting for the        

Messiah.   
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So, how can we as parents do this?  I found a couple of ideas online to bring 

to life Advent: 

 Have a family advent wreath.  Read a section of the Christmas story every 

night before lighting the wreath.  Make sure to start with verses from    

Isaiah to help children understand how they waited. 

 instead of an Advent calendar where children can receive a chocolate, 

have an Advent box.  In it, let the children pick an item every day to place 

in the box for someone less fortunate.  This can be a box of spaghetti, 

gloves, or even something fun.  Donate it right before Christmas. 

 Find an Advent devotional for the family and take some time responding 

with art.  Let children draw their thoughts of the story. 

 Put up a nativity but don't put all the pieces up right away.  Present the 

different pieces weekly (ex: Week 1:  Mary, Joseph, and the angels/Week 

2: Jesus/Week 3: Shepherds/Week 4:  Wise Men). 

 

 

As we prepare for Advent and Christmas, I hope to see you all at our         

Children's Christmas Play on Sunday December 17th at 5:00 PM.  A potluck 

supper will follow so bring an item to share! 

 



DOLLARS AND CENTS 
 

At the Community Thanksgiving Service, four local churches came together 
to worship and share the Lord’s Supper. It was such a great experience of 
community. When the choirs sang Michael’s arrangement of  “For the   
Beauty of the Earth”, it brought chills to many listeners.  There is so much 
power and beauty present when believers come together for a common  
purpose.  As a congregation, we have opportunities to come together in this 
season of giving and make a difference in peoples’ lives. There are several 
offerings coming up that I hope you will consider supporting. 

 Thanksgiving Offering for Black Mountain Home for Children Everyday 
Fund (Envelopes in bulletin November 26th) 

 Christmas Connection (formerly the Christmas Store) for gifts for local   
children: http://www.christmasconnectionofjc.org 

 Staff gifts for our outstanding employees (write “staff gift” in memo line) 

 Care boxes going to Senior Citizens and shut-ins filled with useful items 
and treats. (See Betty Foti)  

CHURCH UPDATES 

Also— don’t forget about our new online giving feature! If you have any 

questions, please feel free to contact the church office. 
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UCM UPDATE 

 

The UCM item for December is tea bags.  

 

A huge thank you to all who contributed to our November item drive of the 

45 1-lb. bags of rice and pinto beans. We far exceeded our goal!!  

On December 3rd, our older children will join other youth to pack 450 food 

bags for less fortunate children. UCM Volunteers will deliver the bags to 

schools on Monday. Meet at First Baptist’s Mission Center at 3:00pm.       

Parents are welcome. There will be a devotion and pizza to follow. 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN UPDATE 

Presbyterian women's bible study for the morning circle will be held at the 

home of Dotty Thornburg on December 13, 2017 at 10 a.m.. Christmas lunch 

will be served after the study. All women of the church are invited. 

 RSVP to Sylvia Smythe 828-507-9531. 

 

The Evening Bible study will be at the home of Marlies Owens on December 

14th, 2017 at 6 p.m.. There will be a covered dish supper before the bible 

study. All women of the church are invited to join this special event.  

RSVP to Marlies Owens 506-0611. 
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LIFE CHALLENGE 

UPDATE 

 

Needed Items of the Month: 

 December:  Lysol and Kleenex 

 

Donations may be dropped off at 

LCWNC or The Blessings Closet thrift 

store! 

Prayer Requests & Wish List: 

 Safe Holiday Visits 

 The Winston-Salem Vision 

 Current Residents & Their Children 

 New Volunteers 

 6ft. Pre-lit Artificial Christmas Tree 

 Christmas Cards 

 Gas Cards 

 Stationary & Stamps 



CHURCH MISSIONS 

 

Over the years, our congregation has been in partnership with two ministries 

in Nicaragua: Young Life and Presbyterian Reformed Ministries International 

(PRMI). 
 

Young Life is a global ministry to high-school aged children, and they have es-

tablished a camp in Nicaragua (called "La Finca") and a vibrant ministry all 

throughout Central America, due in large part to the efforts of Jim and Sarah 

Hornsby, formerly of Cullowhee Presbyterian Church.  In Nicaragua, Young 

Life is called by its Spanish name, "Vida Joven." 
 

PRMI is based out of Black Mountain, NC but does regular trips to Nicaragua 

(usually to the Young Life camp, La Finca) for training and teaching purposes. 
 

Our partnership with these ministries has been both financial (we support 

them monthly) and relational (several of you have been to Nicaragua and 

share friendships with both missionaries and native folks there).  Despite the 

distance and differences between Sylva and Nicaragua, it seems the Lord has 

woven us together, for which I am very grateful.  I now believe the Lord is 

pushing us to let this partnership grow. 
 

So, let me get to the point: We at FPC Sylva have the opportunity to travel to 

La Finca, Nicaragua for a mission trip on June 23-30, 2018.   
 

(continued on next page) 



This trip will be in collaboration with several other North Carolina churches, 

most notably Arbor Dale Presbyterian  in Banner Elk, who is organizing the 

details and who has opened the door for our congregation's participation.  I 

am planning on going on this trip, and we are looking for others (aged 16 and 

older) who feel led to come as well.  There is, of course, much preparation 

needed -- fundraising, passports, etc. -- but if you feel like God is calling you 

to this kind of ministry, trust that he will make a way for you, and prayerfully 

consider being a part of the team. 
 

CHURCH MISSIONS 



November 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

1 

3p Pilates 

6p Life 

Challenge 

Christmas 

Party 

2 

9a Advent 

Decorating 

3 

9a Christian Ed 

9:45a Sunday 

School 

11a Worship Service 

4 

 

5 

9a Garden Club 

9:30a Watercolor 

3p Pilates 

 

6 

9a Women’s 

Community  

Bible Study 

6:30p Family 

Night Supper 

7p Choir 

7 

5:45p Prayer 

Group 

 

8 

3p Pilates 

9 

 

10 

9a Diaconate 

9:45a Sunday 

School 

11a Worship Service 

11 

6p Session 

12 

9:30a Watercolor 

1:30p UCM Mtg. 

3p Pilates 

 

13 

9a WC’s Bible 

Study 

7p Choir 

14 

8a Men’s   

Breakfast 

5:45p Prayer 

Group 

15 

3p Pilates 

16 

 

17 

9:45a Sunday 

School 

11a Worship Service 

5p Children’s   

Christmas Play 

18 19 

9:30a Watercolor 

3p Pilates 

20 

6p Worship on 

the Longest 

Night 

7p Choir  

 

21 

5:45p Prayer 

Group 

 

22 

3p Pilates 

23 

24 

9:45a Sunday 

School 

11a Worship Service 

6p Christmas Eve 

Service 

25 

Office Closed 

26 

Office Closed 

 

27 

Office Closed 

7p Choir( 

28 

5:45p Prayer 

Group 

29 

3p Pilates 

30 

31  

8:45a Mission Comm. Mtg                 9:45a Sunday School                 11a Worship Service 

LUMINARIES 

LUMINARIES 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Acolyte 

12/3 Whitney Murajda 

12/10 Nicholas Smith 

12/17 Hailey Smith 

12/24  

12/31 

 

Call to Worship 

12/3 Cyndie Royce 

12/10 Pat Mikula 

12/17 Donna Mason 

12/24  

12/31 Nancy Zachmann 

 

Coffee Fellowship 
12/3 Nicholas & Hailey Smith, Olivia Collings 

12/10 Lacy & Dottie Thornburg 

12/17 Tom & Jae Crawford  

12/24  Bruce & Judy Henderson 

12/31 
 

Prayer  of  illumination / 

 scripture   reading 

12/17 Bob Porter 

Flowers 
12/3 Steve & Marlies Owens 

12/10  

12/17 Tom & Jae Crawford 

12/24 Lambert & Joy Hooper 

12/31 
 

Ushers & Greeters 

12/3 Toni Knott 

12/10 Toni Knott 

12/17 Toni Knott 

12/24 

12/31 

 

 If you can serve in any of the open spaces, 

please email or call the church office! 

 

 



ADVENT  

Lighting  of  the  Advent  Wreath 

12/3 Bruce & Judy Henderson 

12/10 Steve & Beth Baxley 

12/17 Bob, David, Jenny, & Kyleigh Porter 

12/24 Blake, Erin, Luke, Isaac, & Asa Daniel 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

12/1 – Frank Royce 

12/2 – Rady Large 

12/6 – Blake Daniel 

12/6 – Seth Gelbaugh 

12/6 – Jaxon Tabor 

12/11 – Jantra Aldis 

12/11 – Robert Porter 

12/12 -- Wren Gelbaugh 

12/12 – Laura Lindsay 

12/12 – David Noland 

12/12 – Dottie Thornburg 

12/13 – Angie Noland 

12/15 -- Kelder Monar 

12/15 – Patti Sparling 

12/17 – Grace Blunt 

12/20 – Jenny Porter  

12/20 – Lacy Thornburg 

12/21 -- Besan Nash 

12/24 – Livingston Kelley 

12/24 – Gloria Stockton 

12/30 – Judy Henderson 

12/30 – Becky Wilson 

 

DECEMBER 

ANNIVERSARIES  

12/16 – Patrick & Brenda Hill 

12/18 – Charles & Frances Hess 

12/27 -- Roger & Grace Blunt 

12/27 – Paul & Brenda Holt 

12/28 – Greg & Dianne Scott 

12/29 -- Paul & Brenda Holt 

12/29 -- Jeff & Danielle Ollar 

12/31 – Jake & Heidi Buchanan 



Poinsettias for Christmas 2017 

It is that time again; Advent will be here before we know it and decorating the 
church will be part of our worship.  This is an example of what our tree looks 
like and we would like you to help us decorate our tree.  If you would like to 
purchase poinsettia/s in Honor of or In Memory of someone you may fill out 
the bottom of this insert and place it in the ‘Secretary’ box or email the 
church at office@sylvapres.org.  

 

Please contact Susan Blair with questions, 508-2761. 

 

The Poinsettias are $10.00 each this year.   

Name         

I would like to purchase    poinsettias.   

The deadline is December 17th. 

 

In Honor of:        _________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

In Memory of:         _____________ 

________________________________________________________ 

 

We will have an insert in the bulletin the Sunday before Christmas with 
names of people you would like either in honor or in memory of. Please take 
your poinsettias home the Sunday after Christmas. 

LOCAL/CHURCH EVENTS 


