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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

You’ve heard that it was said… But I tell you… 

 

This is a frequent saying of Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount.  It 

means that Jesus came to turn the world upside down as he 

ushers in his Kingdom.  But if we’re honest, the world’s already 

upside-down, isn’t it?  Which means that Jesus came to turn the 

world right-side up, and to reveal to us that the way things seem to 

be is not the way things truly are or will be. 

 

For example, many brothers and sisters in our church family 

have been hard-pressed lately, some with the common cold and 

others with more threatening ailments or situations.  In light of 

this, our lives might seem to be faltering and full of doubt.  But 

those words of Jesus come back to us: 

 

You’ve heard that it was said… But I tell you… 

 

Another example: Today’s headlines.  Erin and I don’t have TV, 

so I don’t watch the news too often; most of what I know comes 

from my phone’s “News” app and the TVs at the Cullowhee Rec 

Center.  Yet the headlines trouble me.  Our country is in great 

disarray over the recent election and inauguration, with many 

citizens (on both sides of the aisle) wondering if they’ll be valued 

and cared for.  It seems we have reason to despair.  But those 

words of Jesus come back to us: 

 

You’ve heard that it was said… But I tell you… 

 

Not only is our country reeling, but violence persists both here 

and abroad.  A shooting in a Fort Lauderdale airport; an attack in 

a nightclub in Istanbul; bombings in Syria.  We might feel 

removed from such acts in our little mountain hamlet, but there’s 

no doubt we are emotionally and spiritually impacted by them.  

It seems that fear might have the final say.  But, again, those 

words of Jesus come back to us: 

 

You’ve heard that it was said… But I tell you… 

 

Jesus came to turn the world right-side up.  To teach us how to 

have faith in the midst of doubt, hope in the midst of despair, and 

love in the midst of fear.  These are the virtues of a redeemed life 

in God’s Kingdom.  Let’s keep reminding each other of them, and 

of our Lord who makes all things new. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Blake 

 

P.S. – I’d be remiss if I didn’t mention some housekeeping items.  

First, please welcome our new Elders and Deacons, who started 

their terms last month.  Second, I’m pleased to announce that we 

recently hired Courtney Umphlett as our new Children’s 

Ministry Director.  She will be with us on Sunday mornings and 

occasionally during the week caring for our little ones.  Please 

welcome her to our church family!  Third, the Personnel 

Committee is hard at work searching for a new Administrative 

Assistant.  In the meantime, Suzy will be continue to be in the 

office a few days a week. 



JANUARY 16TH  SESSION REPORT BY HEIDI BUCHANAN 

 Welcomed and examined new officers: Tom Tabor, 

Marlies Owens, Tommy Thompson, Roger Murajda, 

Nancy Zachmann, Cyndie Royce, Besan Nash. 

 Session will be leading each meeting in 2017 with a 

devotional from Norman Wirzba’s Way of Love. 

 The personnel committee announced Courtney Umphlett, 

new Children’s Ministry Director. 

 The new automated external defibrillator (AED) has 

arrived and will be installed in the church foyer. Frances 

Hess will offer training sessions for interested members. 

 

DOLLARS AND CENTS FEBRUARY 2017 

I would like to give you a brief year-end report on our finances 

for 2016. As always, if you have any questions about anything, 

please let me know. 

 

Unrestricted Income  $238,608 

Stone House rental Income __ 5,820 

Total available for budget line-items $244,428 

 

 

Expense from Budget 

Ministry $ 76,140 

Personnel 55,050 

Buildings & Grounds 47,338 

Deacons 1,236 

Christian Education 1,809 

Worship 1,969 

Miscellaneous Church Programs        6,198 

Benevolences      27,323 

Total  $217,063 

 

Restricted Income 

Contingency $    3,844 

Youth           575 

Flowers           560 

Bryson Memorial        2,000 

Organ Fund        2,400 

Breen Spiritual Enrichment           365 

Capital Improvement     30,150 

Change for Children           142 

Special Events/Anniversary            260 

Playground        3,928 

Helping Hands            200 

Vacation Bible School            270 

Staff Christmas         3,675 

Stone House Maintenance            216 

Total    $48,585

  

Restricted Expense 

Flowers        ** $850   

Change for Children            142 

75th Anniversary             ** 444 

Vacation Bible School            245 

Prayer Garden Expense            117 

Stone House Maintenance            490 

Staff Christmas         3,675 

Playground ** 10,229 

Total   $ 16,192 

 **also used money donated in 2015 

In His Service, 

Judy Henderson 



COURTNEY UMPHLETT – CHILDREN’S MINISTRY DIRECTOR 

Hi everyone!  I am super excited to be joining the ministry team 

at First Presbyterian!  Drew and I had a wonderful time visiting 

the church on Sunday and can't believe how welcoming everyone 

was.  Thank you so much for your excellent hospitality! 

 

I thought it would be a good idea to let you know a little about 

me and my family of soon-to-be three.  I graduated from WCU in 

2010 with a degree in music education.  I have been blessed with 

the opportunity to have many different work experiences with 

children, ranging from full-time children's ministries to high 

school marching band.  I love working with kids and my absolute 

favorite part about them is how honest they are.  Currently, I 

own my own private music lesson business called Wonderworks 

Music Studio.  There, I teach piano, voice, and Kindermusik. 

 

I am married to Drew Umphlett, who is the band director at 

Smoky Mountain High School.  We have been married for 6 and 

a half years and are expecting our first child in just a few weeks 

(due February 15th).  It will be a little girl and her name is 

Cecilia.  We are really excited!  We live on a small farm off of Buff 

Creek Road.  We have sheep, goats, chickens, dogs, cats, and an 

alpaca.  Life is very quiet and peaceful on our mountain and we 

wouldn't have it any other way! 

 

The future of the children's ministry department here at FPC 

seems bright!  I hope to bring some musical programs as well as 

serving opportunities to our children.  My first goal is to get the 

children to serve refreshments one Sunday morning and then 

work our way up to bigger service projects.  Hopefully, in the 

near future, we can even start a youth group for some of our 

older children. 

 

Thank you so much for welcoming my family into your 

church!  We can't wait to get to know you all! 

DEACON’S UPDATE 

The deacons held their first meeting of the new year on Sunday, 

January 15th.  Our newly elected deacons – Besan Nash, Cyndie 

Royce, Nancy Zachmann, and Tom Tabor were welcomed to the 

meeting. 

The deacons have signed up to assist with different projects and 

events throughout the year.  The first project will be the Easter 

baskets for the Black Mountain Children’s Home.  Additional 

information regarding the Easter baskets will be in the March 

Newsletter. 

We are always looking for people to serve the church on Sunday 

mornings.  Below is a brief list of ways to serve: 

 Greeters & Ushers – (You may sign up for one week or a 

month.) 

 Are available to greet members and visitors by 10:35am 

 Distribute worship service bulletins and help people 

locate the sanctuary, balcony, nursery and restrooms 

 Light the candles in the sanctuary if an acolyte is not 

available 

 Flowers – Supply flowers for the altar on Sunday morning. 

 Coffee Fellowship – Supply coffee, juice and light snack, e.g. 

cookies, for fellowship time after worship in the Fellowship 

Hall. 

 Family Night Supper – Two families or couples host Family 

Night Supper by setting up & breaking down tables and 

chairs, provide beverages and bread, and clean up after 

dinner. 



 Sunday School Rover – To assist the Sunday school teachers, 

rovers walk around and check with the teachers to see if they 

can assist them in any way, e.g., taking a child to the 

restroom. 

This is just a few of the many ways the deacon’s serve the church, 

community and congregation.  If you have any questions, please 

feel free to contact the Deacon of the Month or alternate Deacon. 

In Christ, 

The Deacons 

UNITED CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES 

The February UCM products will 

be any red food in celebration of 

Valentine's Day. Spaghetti sauce, 

beets, tomato soup, strawberry Jello 

are some suggestions. 

 

 

FEBRUARY 2017 

 
We here at UKirk have lots of exciting events in the works for 

Spring 2017! Our Sunday evening gatherings will include game 

night, movie night, and art night. Worship opportunities, called 

Sacred Space (contemplative worship in the style of Taizé) will be 

held on January 29, February 26, March 26, and April 23. Other 

upcoming events include live music at Hillside Grind 

Coffeehouse, Glow in 

the Dark dance hosted 

by cooperative 

campus ministries, 

WCU Whee Lead 

Conference, and 

Saturday Sanctuary 

volunteering at First 

Presbyterian Church 

in Asheville. 

  

We are planning to serve a free dinner at least once a month as 

part of our Sunday evening gathering. The dates for these 

dinners are February 19, March 19, and April 2. Please let me 

know if you would like to help provide one of these meals for the 

students. 

 

Finally, if you would like to read an inspiring perspective on the 

recent College Conference at Montreat, Look online for 1000 

Under 25, a blog post by Jan Edmiston, Co-Moderator of the 222nd 

General Assembly of the PCUSA. As an encouragement to those 

gathered at the conference, J. Herbert Nelson, Stated Clerk of the 

PCUSA, reminded us that “the Church is not dying; it is 

reforming, because we are here.” 

 

If you're looking for a place where you can both be yourself 

and be challenged to grow, check out these offerings from 

UKirk Campus Ministry:  

https://achurchforstarvingartists.wordpress.com/2017/01/04/1000-under-25/
https://achurchforstarvingartists.wordpress.com/2017/01/04/1000-under-25/


  

Sacred Space 

Sunday January 29th 

6pm food & fellowship; 7pm worship 

UKirk at WCU 

594 Centennial Drive 

Sacred Space is contemplative worship in the style 

of Taizé. This calm, meditative worship is great 

for anyone who is looking for a chance to escape 

the noise and to focus on the divine. All are 

welcome. 

 

 

 

Can I Ask That? 

Discussion Group 

Tuesday January 31st 7:30pm 

Hillside Grind Coffeehouse 

594 Centennial Drive 

Each week we will choose one "hard question" to 

start our discussion - questions on topics that 

Christians don't always talk about. Come 

prepared to think, share, and grow. Have a 

question you want us to use? Submit it to Karol. 

 

 

 

Saturday February 18th, 2017 

Western Carolina University  

Make plans to attend this FREE student leadership 

conference! Rev. Karol Farris (UKirk Campus Ministry) 

and Rev. Rosemary Peek (Lutheran Campus Ministry) will 

be offering a workshop called Leading with Integrity. We 

will consider the importance of aligning the expectations 

placed on you as a leader with your own moral compass, 

reflecting on the dynamic and vital interactions between 

our unique sense of self and the pressures of the world 

around us." The registration deadline is THIS FRIDAY 

January 27th - so REGISTER TODAY! 

 

mailto:karol@ukirkwcu.org?subject=Questions%20for%20Can%20I%20Ask%20That%3F
http://ukirkwcu.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=83253b71ff8173de78cdb99b0&id=a14cb00b18&e=4f3fc1fa98
http://ukirkwcu.us12.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=83253b71ff8173de78cdb99b0&id=1513b49cbb&e=4f3fc1fa98
http://ukirkwcu.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=83253b71ff8173de78cdb99b0&id=5262fb9ced&e=4f3fc1fa98
http://ukirkwcu.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=83253b71ff8173de78cdb99b0&id=a0941d4718&e=4f3fc1fa98


  

S'mores and More! 

You are invited to S'mores & More THIS FRIDAY 

January 27th from 5-8pm at Hillside Grind 

Coffeehouse! Featuring a food truck, live music, 

games, coffee specials, and fireside s'mores. Bring 

your friends! 

 

  

a non-profit outreach of UKirk Campus Ministry 

 
 

 

 

May you experience the abundant love of Jesus Christ today 

and every day. 

 Rev. Karol Farris 

UKirk Campus Minister at WCU 

594 Centennial Drive, Cullowhee, NC 28723 

828-508-2354 ∙ ukirkwcu@gmail.com ∙ www.ukirkwcu.org 
 

 

http://ukirkwcu.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=83253b71ff8173de78cdb99b0&id=01f340ac76&e=4f3fc1fa98
http://ukirkwcu.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=83253b71ff8173de78cdb99b0&id=5af01870dd&e=4f3fc1fa98


THOUGHTS 

The gift that gives 

 
Love ever gives,  

forgives, outlives  

and ever stands  

with open hands.  

And while it lives, it gives.  

For this is love’s prerogative —  

to give, and give, and give.  

 

—John Oxenham  

 

 

Take care 

In Jimmy Fallon’s first monologue as host of NBC’s The Tonight 

Show, he expressed thanks to all past hosts. On an occasion when 

he might have said, “And now this stage is mine!” or “I’m 

delighted to be counted among such greats,” instead he stated 

with deep humility, “I just want to do the best I can and take care 

of this show for a while.”  

 

Take care of. That’s language not of ownership but of stewardship. 

That’s the language of Genesis 2:15 (NIV) — “The LORD God 

took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and 

take care of it.”  

 

What have we been called to “take care of for a little while”? The 

earth, surely. Perhaps a congregation, a business, a neighbor in 

need, a volunteer or an employee. A child, who may need less 

care — or different forms of it — as time goes on. We don’t own 

these people and things. God invites us to be stewards of them, to 

care for them, to use wisely and value these precious gifts … and 

someday, to pass them on to others. 

 

Giving credit where due? 

Running late for a meeting, a man circled the block, looking for a 

place to park. Desperately, he raised his eyes toward heaven and 

prayed, “Lord, if you’ll find me a parking spot, I promise I’ll start 

going to church again.”  

 

Just then, a car pulled out of a space right in front of the man. 

“Never mind,” he said to God. “I found one!”  

 

Special dates 

• African-American History Month  

• Boy Scout Sunday, February 5, 2017  

• Valentine’s Day, February 14, 2017  

• Presidents Day, February 20, 2017  

• Transfiguration of Our Lord, February 26, 2017  

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=IW%2b//Bw4&id=AB52DAD02EBAFA189D72126DA1C330A246758317&q=valentine's+day+poems+for+church&simid=608008422279612174&selectedIndex=97


Start digging!  

Scripture promises that God has a 

plan for our lives but also reveals 

that he wants us to play an active 

role in that plan. In 2 Kings 3, 

three kings band together to 

defeat Moab but end up in an 80-

mile desert. Amid this dire 

situation, God commands the 

people, “Make this valley full of 

ditches” (verse 16, KJV) and 

promises to fill them with water 

— even though it won’t rain.  

 

Before the people’s need was supplied, they had to trust God and 

act. The next morning, water filled every ditch they had dug. 

Plus, they were victorious in battle.  

 

The takeaway? God will bring the blessing, but we may have to 

dig first!  

 

Extravagant love 

The love St. Paul describes in 1 Corinthians 13 is “no mild, tepid 

thing,” writes Mark Buchanan in Your Church Is Too Safe 

(Zondervan). “It is no flight of fancy, no frisson of giddiness, no 

mere ruffle of sensation. This love is neither nice nor prissy nor 

fragile nor coy. This love is fierce and wild and dangerous and 

unbreakable. It is sublime and subversive. It is indefatigable and 

undefeatable. It is nothing less than the love God has for you, to 

bind you and to lose you, to take you captive and then set you 

free. This love is extravagant.” 

 

  

In all his glory 

On the Sunday before Ash Wednesday, 

many Christian churches celebrate the 

Transfiguration of Our Lord. After telling his 

shocked, uncomprehending disciples that he 

would die and rise again, Jesus took Peter, 

James and John up a mountain. Suddenly 

Jesus appeared to be glowing! “He was 

transfigured before them, and his face shone 

like the sun, and his clothes became white as light” (Matthew 

17:2, ESV).  

 

Moses and Elijah appeared, and a voice said, “This is my beloved 

Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him” (verse 5). Jesus’ 

disciples fell to the ground, overcome by fear. But Jesus touched 

them, told them not to be afraid and led them down the 

mountain.  

 

The disciples witnessed firsthand the glory and Godhood of 

Jesus, who would soon die for the sins of the world and rise 

again to give us life. 

 

You are cherished 

 

We must understand that God does not 

“love” us without liking us — through 

gritted teeth — as “Christian” love is 

sometimes thought to do. Rather, out of the 

eternal freshness of his perpetually self-

renewed being, the heavenly Father 

cherishes the earth and each human being upon it. The fondness, 

the endearment, the unstintingly affectionate regard of God 

toward all his creatures is the natural outflow of what he is to the 



core — which we vainly try to capture with our tired but 

indispensable old word “love.”  

 

―Dallas Willard, The Divine Conspiracy  

 

 

God’s conversation hearts 

Those familiar conversation hearts that show up every February 

can be more than just trite romantic or friendly sayings. Use them 

to remind you — or to teach a child — of the greatest love of all: 

God’s love for us, which empowers our love for others. For 

example:  

 TRUE LOVE: What love is truer than giving up one’s only 

Son so people might have everlasting life? (John 3:16).  

 MINE: Jesus knows us intimately, as a shepherd knows his 

sheep. No one can snatch us from him (John 10:27-29).  

 FOREVER: God loves us with an “everlasting love” 

(Jeremiah 31:3).  

 LOVE ME: The greatest commandment is to love God with 

our whole being (Luke 10:27).  

 TRUST ME: “Let not your hearts be troubled.” We can 

count on Jesus, now and for eternal life (John 14:1-3).  

 SWEET TALK: God’s words are sweeter than honey 

(Psalm 119:103).  

 BE GOOD: We show our love for Christ by keeping his 

commands (John 14:15).  

 CALL ME: God longs to be in fellowship with us. We can 

talk to him anytime in prayer (Jeremiah 33:3). 

 FRIENDS: The greatest love involves laying down your 

life for your friends (John 15:13) — precisely what Jesus 

did.  

 #1: “We love because [God] first loved us” (1 John 4:19).  

 

The need for charity 

The ancient English word for selfless, agape-type love is charity, 

points out John Ortberg in Love Beyond Reason (Zondervan). It 

means expressing love in the form of pure gift, though it now has 

condescending connotations. “No one wants to be a ‘charity 

case,’” Ortberg writes. “But in the final run, the ultimate love 

comes to us as a gift.”  

 

Agape love is necessary in human relationships too, writes C.S. 

Lewis, because “only the lovable can be naturally loved.” He 

notes, “All who have good parents, wives, husbands or children 

may be sure that at some times they are receiving charity, are not 

loved because they are lovable but because Love Himself is in 

those who love them.” 

 

 

The cost of hiding our light 

A Los Angeles restaurant owner 

recently discovered that a neon 

light had been covered — without 

being disconnected first — during 

a construction project 77 years 

prior. The calculated electricity 

cost to run the hidden light all 

that time was $17,000!  

 

People don’t intentionally hide light; that would be 

counterproductive, not to mention wasteful. Yet when we shrink 

back from sharing Jesus’ good news, we do indeed hide “the light 

of the world” (Matthew 5:14) that is in us. When we’re too 

modest to use God-given talents such as singing, playing piano 

or reading to bring others joy, we hide our light. When we put 

our own wants ahead of meeting someone else’s needs through 



giving and serving, we hide the light of God’s love. And at what 

cost?  

 

“Let your light shine before others,” Jesus says, “that they may 

see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven” (verse 

16). 

 

Character doesn't save 

A tombstone in an old London churchyard reveals the deceased 

knew that only Jesus saves:  

 

If friendship, kindness, truth, goodwill and love  

Could prove a passport to the realms above,  

The soul that tenanted this mouldering frame  

To God’s right hand might justly lay a claim.  

But her own works she scorned as worthless dust:  

Her Savior’s merits were her only trust. 

  

+Christian Symbol+ 

 

Aureole  

 

From the Latin for “gold,” an aureole is a 

golden image symbolizing divinity and 

supreme power. It’s used sometimes in 

medieval art to surround Mary and the 

Christ Child, or Jesus alone. The 

elongated or almond-shaped form of an 

aureole is called a mandorla.  

 

 
 

 

Bible Quiz 

 
What unique characteristic of the judge Ehud enabled him to 

outsmart King Eglon of Moab, who had been oppressing ancient 

Israel?  

 

A. He was left-handed.  

B. He was blind.  

C. He was very fat.  

D. He was exceedingly strong 

 
 

For Special Friends on Valentine’s Day 

 

No love is greater than the love that comes from the Father’s 

heart, for His love knows no boundaries.  It is deeper than 

the deepest ocean and higher than the tallest mountain.   

His love embraces nations, yet comforts each  

of His special children. God is love, and He  

never changes.  He is always there  

for us with an open heart  

and a tender touch. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Update from Bill Serjak 

I guess it is time for a short update. Thankfully, not much is 

happening. I had a CT scan on Friday, January 13 and despite 

bad luck being associated with that date, all came out well. Last 

week, I had two doctors’ appointments and amazingly, they did 

not find anything wrong. After the year I have had, that is truly 

amazing. The cancer doctor said I was cancer free. The general 

practice doctor had taken me off omeprazole and metformin 

because they were hard on kidneys. The metformin was for my 

high sugar, but even without it, my sugar is well within the 

proper limits. The omeprazole was for my hiatal hernia, but if I 

chew my food well that doesn’t give me trouble either. I still 

struggle with some incontinence, but that is easing. Prayer and 

medical treatment appear to be doing their job. Thank you for 

your prayers. I don’t have a scan for another six months, so you 

likely won’t be hearing from me for a while.  

 

With love, 

Bill 

 
 

Employment Opportunities – First Presbyterian Church, Sylva 

 

We are searching for a part-time Administrative Assistant at FPC. 

Please contact Blake or Suzy in the church office for more 

information, and please pray that the Lord would bring the right 

candidates to our door! 

 

Position: Administrative Assistant 

Terms of Employment: 25 hours/week 

Monday through Friday 

Compensation: Salary based on education and experience 

Duties: Including, but not limited to: assisting Pastor and  

other staff members; taking and relaying messages with  

accuracy; greeting and assisting visitors; maintaining website; 

some bookkeeping; production of church publications; 

scheduling of church calendar; other duties as assigned. 

Qualifications: High School graduate required; additional 

education and experience preferred; high level of computer  

proficiency required including email, Microsoft Office, and  

Excel; ability to work with confidential information; good 

communication skills; dependability, with good job  

attendance record with previous employers. This position  

also requires a background check. 

Application information: Please complete an application  

either in person or downloaded from the church website 

at www.sylvapres.org. You may submit your  

application to the church office (46 Presbyterian Drive, Sylva)  

or via email to Amanda Murajda (amurajda@hotmail.com). 

 
 

SERVERS FOR FEBRUARY 2017 

Flowers 

2/5 – Roger, Amanda, Aleah & Hannah Grace Murajda 

2/12 – Open 

2/19 – Open 

2/26 – Presbyterian Women 

 

Coffee Fellowship 

2/5 – Jim & Sylvia Smythe 

2/12 – Tommy & Sarah Thompson 

2/19 – Adam & Mary Gelbaugh 

2/26 – Presbyterian Women Soup & Salad Luncheon 

 

 

 



Ushers & Greeters for February 

William & Rachel Yates and Bruce Henderson 

 

Family Night Supper 

2/1 – Blair & Joan Yount and Frank & Cyndie Royce 

 

February Birthdays 

2/1 – Sherry Bauknecht 

2/2 – Amanda W. Murajda 

2/9 – Betty White 

2/13 – Doug Cody 

2/20 – Bailey Simpson 

 

February Anniversaries 

2/21 – Harry & Betty White 

2/27 – Fred & Sherry Bauknecht 

 

Bible Quiz Answer: A (See Judges 3:12-26.) 


