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“Our mission is to make disciples who love Jesus 

Christ, love the church, and love their neighbors as 

themselves. We invite you to join us for weekly        

worship and special events throughout the year.” 



“Live ready, not busy.” 

 

I began each sermon in January with these words, passed onto Erin and me 

from a friend of ours in Durham.  At the start of a new year and an exciting new 

church season, this phrase reminds us that we shouldn’t fill our lives will clutter 

and distraction.  On the contrary, we Christians are called to be people who live 

with openness and expectation for what God is doing in our midst. 

How might we “live ready, not busy” as a church during this season?  Here are 

some suggestions: 

 

Study the Gospel of Luke.  Luke is full of powerful stories about the life, death, 

and resurrection of Jesus.  We’ve most likely heard these stories our entire lives 

– but if we’re too busy to come to worship or too distracted to study our Bibles, 

we very well might miss them.  Are you ready to receive what the Lord has for 

us through his Word, again and again? 

 

Come to Sunday School or join a small group.  We have been reading through 

Andy Crouch’s book The Tech-Wise Family in my Sunday School class and         

reflecting on what it means to live full, flourishing lives in a world of so many 

technological temptations.  We will be studying Crouch’s book through March, 

and Bruce’s class will begin a study of Christless Christianity by Michael Horton 

in just a couple weeks.  Presbyterian Women circles also meet once a month, 

and we have three home-based small groups that are ongoing.  Have you      

committed to a Sunday School class or group in 2019? 

 

(continued on next page)

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 



Invite someone to church or talk to a friend about Jesus.  This year, the session 

will be reading a book called Building a Discipling Culture by Mike Breen to help 

us reflect on Jesus’ “great commission” to go and make disciples.  Yet Jesus    

didn’t just give this commission to church leaders; he gave it to all of his           

followers.  Who can you talk to, love, and serve in the name of Jesus? 

 

Pray for and give toward the Cornerstone Campaign.  Construction is             

underway on the Mary Jay Patten Center for new office and classroom space.  

After that, we will spruce up the main church building with new paint, carpet 

and light fixtures.  Consider how you might learn more about the Cornerstone 

Campaign and support it with your prayers, finances, and words of                   

encouragement. 

  

Much is happening at First Presbyterian Church, yet our mission remains the 

same: to make disciples who love Jesus, who love the church, and who love 

their neighbors as themselves.  God invites you to play a role in this mission by 

devoting yourself to him and to others with wisdom and courage.  Are you 

ready?

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 



NEW MEMBER: DAWN CORNWELL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I was born in Northbrook, IL, an hour north of Chicago, on 11/04/59. I always 

loved going to school as a kid, and then went to Lake Forest College in Lake   

Forest, IL. I hoped to graduate with a major in journalism/broadcasting, but 

family responsibilities prevented my graduating. I then went into a career in 

banking with Firstar Bank, headquartered in Milwaukee, WI. I enjoyed building a 

career with Firstar Corporation,  beginning as a teller and ending my 20 years 

with them as a Branch Manager. It was challenging and very rewarding and I 

had dear friends throughout those years. Both of my parents passed away in 

1992, and in 1994 I moved to Asheville, NC for a new start. I've worked in           

administration/scheduling in doctors offices and spent 3 years working at the 

Billy Graham Training Center as a secretary and retreat planner. Once they 

moved the majority of the operation, I moved on. Currently, I'm volunteering at 

Friends of the Library in Sylva. I love Sylva and being a member of First               

Presbyterian Church is "icing on the cake" for me. I hope to be here for many 

years. 

CHURCH UPDATES 



NICARAGUA MISSIONS UPDATE 

We are excited to report that, after a tumultuous year, travel to Nicaragua has     

resumed and Young Life/Vida Joven is currently welcoming mission groups in 

from the United States.  Our group is planning to visit Nicaragua on March 18-

23.  The group consists of Blake Daniel, Toni Knott, and James and Judy 

McManus, plus Laury Brown Gonzalez and Jess Roughton from The Refuge 

Church in Dillsboro.  Together we will join friends from Arbor Dale and Newland            

Presbyterian Churches near Banner Elk, NC to meet with Vida Joven leaders in 

Nicaragua.  Please pray for us as we prepare to travel abroad, and keep your 

eyes peeled for future updates. 

 

NEW BOOKS IN THE  

CHURCH LIBRARY 

 Building a Discipling Culture: How to Release 

a Missional Movement by Discipling People 

Like Jesus Did by Mike Breen (The Session’s 

study book for 2019) 

 Washed & Waiting: Reflections on Christian 

Faithfulness and Homosexuality by Wesley 

Hill 

 Prayer: Experiencing Awe and Intimacy with 

God by Timothy Keller 

 Walking with God through Pain and      

Suffering by Timothy Keller 

CHURCH UPDATES 



TRANSITION HOUSE UPDATE 

Several years 

ago, with the 

support of many 

FPC members, 

our church    

purchased the 

house at 10 

Presbyterian 

Drive 

(immediately to 

the right of the 

Mary Jay Patten 

Center).  Since 

2015, this “Transition House” has served as a home for recent graduates of Life 

Challenge of WNC, a local, non-profit, Christian ministry for women with              

life-controlling problems and    addictions.  Over the past four years, we have 

housed eight women, helping them transition to life on their own.  And at the of 

February, we will welcome two more graduates, Devin and Mackenzie, as our 

newest residents. 

The Transition House is managed by a committee at our church, with Blair Yount 

currently serving as chairman.  If you are interested in serving on this            

committee, meeting Devin or Mackenzie, or learning more about Life Challenge, 

please contact Blair or Blake Daniel.  We would love to have you share with us in 

this mission! 

CHURCH UPDATES 



DOLLARS & CENTS 

Bruce often asks the              
psychology students who are 
his advisees what they would 
like to be doing in ten years.  I 
wonder what any of us would 
have said at the end of 2008 if 
we had been asked what our 
church would like to be doing in 
ten years.  I thought it would be 
fun to look back at the financial 
side of things.  At the end of 
2008 we were getting ready to 
say goodbye to Rev. Bill Serjak, 
who retired in June of 2009.   
Our annual budget was 
$254,278, we spent $244,597, and our income to budgeted expenses was 
$168,414.  Luckily, we began the year with a surplus and had $25,288 from the 
Wilson Bequest that could be used for major repairs and capital improvement.  
We had $2,189 in checking and $50,267 in the money market on 12/31/2008. In 
2018, with an annual budget of $275,176, we spent $245,060, our income for 
budgeted expenses was $250,525, and we ended the year with $16,198 in 
checking and $193,123 in the money market account.  Ten years ago, I never 
would have predicted that we would purchase the Stone House (which is now 
the Transition House) for Life Challenge graduates and have half that mortgage 
paid off, be in the middle of a capital campaign, have an upstairs bathroom 
which was a dream of all the nursery workers, Sunday School teachers and      
balcony-sitters since the church was built, and that we would need a second 
floor on the MJP Activity Center to accommodate our growing needs for       
classrooms and office space.  But God knew and has been providing for all our 
needs and more.  WOW!  So let’s continue to give generously for His Kingdom in 
the year to come.   

CHURCH UPDATES 



CHILDREN’S MINISTRY UPDATE 
 
 

BRRRR! It is cold!  As happy as I am to get a true winter, I am a little upset about 

the fact that we have had very little snow.  I am sure it will happen one day.  Just 

like everything, God uses the waiting for snow to teach us patience. 

 

 

 

Since it is so cold, what could be 

better than having a good ol' 

bowl of soup?  Having a bowl of 

soup for a good cause!  Join us 

Sunday February 3rd following 

the service for our SOUPer Bowl 

Sunday!  Our children and youth 

will be serving soup to bring in 

supplies and funds for United 

Christian Ministries.  All you 

have to do to attend is bring five 

cans or boxes of soup or a $5.00 

donation. 

 

 

When the weather warms up, we will be hosting our second annual Stations of 

the Cross for children on Saturday, April 13th 10 AM-12 PM.  If you would like to 

help put on this event in any way, please contact me at FPCSylvakids@gmail.com 
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CHURCH UPDATES 
DEACON UPDATE 

What are those Deacons up to? 
 

The monthly meeting in January was busy for the deacons. As you know, they 

take over duties whenever there are blank spaces left on the volunteer sheet; 

help with communion and ushering; attend funerals, weddings and memorials; 

pray for and visit those folks that are in need, or shut in.   

This month the deacons met with Blake and introduced the new Deacons to 

events and duties for 2019. The deacons signed up for deacon of the month     

duties. The deacon to contact for February is Sarah Beth Foti (828-586-1452 

home and 828-788-8266 cell ); and the alternate is Pat Mikula (828-631-4252 

home and 941-544-2971 cell). 

 

Please contact any of the deacons or let Blake know if you know of anyone that is 

a shut-in and would like a deacon to visit them at their home.  

 

We will be having our next deacon meeting with the elders at the home of David 

and Angie Noland on February 9th. 

 

 
 

UNITED CHRISTIAN 

MINISTRIES 
 

The UCM products for February are 

anything RED  for Valentines Day.    

Any kind of red food, juice, detergent, 

or anything else you can come up with.  



CHURCH UPDATES 
UPDATES ON THE MARY JAY PATTEN CENTER 

 

 



CHURCH UPDATES 

 Providing food, servers, and clean-up as    

necessary for food-related events at FPC, and 

utilizing the food call list for the food and 

servers as needed.  (Food events include 

meals for the sick or an extended illness; a 

meal or reception upon a death, at the birth 

of a child; at the Christmas Eve Reception. 

 Maintaining the “emergency supply” for 

Coffee Fellowship when no one signs up. 

 Taking note of newcomers at church         

functions, making sure they feel included, and 

following up with them. 

 Working with the Pastor and Administrative 

Assistant to improve the church website, 

church publications, and signage. 

COMMITTEES AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

As Presbyterians, we rely on committees to handle the day-to-day business of our 

church. Below is a list of our current committees along with their descriptions.  

If you would like more information, or to serve on a committee, please contact 

Emily Fields in the Church office or speak with each committee’s chairperson. 

Christian Education –  Committee Chair: Roger Murajda 

Responsible for designing and directing the Christian Education program at 

First Presbyterian Church. We aid with curriculum selection for Sunday 

School classes; to find and coordinate opportunities for teacher training 

within our community or in the larger Presbytery; and to plan and oversee 

the Christian Education budget.   

Finance – Committee Chair: David Noland 

Develops and monitors the annual church budget, raises the funds to finance 

the ministry and mission of First Presbyterian Church, and drafts, reviews, 

and updates church financial and operating policies.  

Hospitality – Committee Chair: Frances Hess 

The Hospitality committee is responsible for ensuring that our congregation 

is “practicing hospitality” (Romans 12:13) to all who enter our doors,        

welcoming them as Christ has welcomed all of us. Duties include:  
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CHURCH UPDATES 
COMMITTEES AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH CONT. 

Mission –  Committee Chair: Gloria Stockton 

Plans and conducts activities designed to help the congregation know and 

do the will of God in our community, country, and across the globe. The   

responsibilities of the committee include education, mission budget, and 

planning activities to involve the congregation in mission. 

Personnel – Committee Chair: Ali Large 

Responsible for hiring staff, providing equitable compensation for staff and 

evaluating the staff to ensure that, within the financial means of the 

church, the staffing levels are appropriate in accomplishing the  ministry 

and mission of First Presbyterian Church. 

Property – Committee Chair: James McManus 

We are responsible for all matters relating to the physical church plant,    

including improvements, maintenance, repairs, inventory, and insurance. 

Worship – Committee Chair: Tommy Thompson  

Advise the pastor and the session on the congregational worship at the 

church. Worship services include Sunday services, Christian holidays,     

weddings, and funerals.  The committee is also responsible for ordering 

worship materials such as hymnals and pew Bibles, and overseeing the  

History sub-committee 

Transition House — Committee Chair: Blair Yount 

Oversees the relationship between First Presbyterian Church and the    

Transition House (formerly called “Stone House”) owned by the church.  

This includes selecting residents and working with them for our mutual 

benefit. 



FEBRUARY 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 
 

 

   

 

1 

11a Home-

school       

Co-Op Book 

Club 

3p Pilates 

2 

 

3 

9a Christian Ed. 

9:45a Sunday 

School 

11a Worship   

Service 

SOUPer Bowl 

Luncheon 

4 

5:30p           

Cornerstone 

Task Force 

Mtg. (Front  

Parlor) 

5 

9:30a Garden 

Club 

9:30a Watercolor 

3p Pilates 

 

6 

9a Women’s 

Community 

Bible Study 

6:30p Family 

Night Supper 

7:30p Choir 

7 

10a - 4p Prayer 

Team Ministry 

(Garden Room) 

 

8 

11a Home-

school       

Co-Op Book 

Club 

3p Pilates 

 

9 

10a Joint 

Elder/

Deacon 

Mtg. @ the 

Noland 

Home 

10 

8:45a Hospitality 

Comm. Mtg. 

9:45a Sunday 

School 

11a Worship   

Service 

12:15p Finance 

Comm. Mtg. 

11 

Emily — out of 

the office   

(11th-15th) 

6p Session 

12 

9:30a Watercolor 

3p Pilates 

7p Soaking Prayer 

13 

9a WC’s Bible 

Study 

7p Choir 

14 

8a Men’s 

Breakfast 

15 

11a Home-

school       

Co-Op Book 

Club 

3p Pilates 

16 

9a      

Transition 

House 

Work Day 

 

17 

9:45a Sunday 

School 

11a Worship   

Service 

18 

 

19 

9:30a Watercolor 

3p Pilates 

 

20 

9a Women’s 

Community 

Bible Study 

10a PW’s 

Morning Circle 

@ home of 

Margaret 

Simpson 

7p Choir 

21 

7p PW’s    

Evening Circle 

@ FPC 

22 

11a Home-

school       

Co-Op Book 

Club 

3p Pilates 

23 

Senior 

Citizens 

Soup & 

Salad 

Luncheon 

24 

8:45a Mission 

Comm. Mtg. 

9:45a Sunday 

School 

11a Worship   

Service 

25 26 

9:30a Watercolor 

3p Pilates 

7p Soaking Prayer 

27 

9a Women’s 

Community 

Bible Study 

7p Choir 

28   

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

If you can serve in any of the open spaces, please email or call the 

church office! Also, please be sure to sign-up for the next month! 

Call to Worship 

2/3 Cyndie Royce 

2/10 Pat Mikula 

2/17 Donna Mason 

2/24 Alisha Thomas 

 

Prayer  of  illumination / 

 scripture   reading 

2/17 Bob Porter 

 

 

Coffee Fellowship 
2/3 SOUPer Bowl 

2/10 Donna Mason 

2/17 Hal & Gloria Stockton  

2/24 Adam & Mary Gelbaugh 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Flowers 
2/3 Blair & Joan Yount 

2/10 Jake & Heidi Buchanan 

2/17  

2/24 Tom & Jae Crawford 

 

Ushers & Greeters 

2/3 Toni Knott, Nancy Zachmann, David     

Porter 

2/10 Toni Knott, Nancy Zachmann, Jenny    

Porter 

2/17 Toni Knott, Nancy Zachmann, David   

Porter 

2/24 Toni Knott, Nancy Zachmann, Jenny   

Porter 

 

Family  Night  Supper 
2/6 Blair & Joan Yount, Frank & Cyndie Royce 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Birthdays 

2/1 — Sherry Bauknecht 

2/2 — Amanda W. Murajda 

2/9 — Betty White 

2/13 — Doug Cody 

2/20 — Cecilia Umphlett 

2/20 — Bailey Simpson 

2/25 — Asa Daniel 

 

Anniversaries  

2/21 — Harry & Betty White 

2/27 — Fred & Sherry Bauknecht 

If you would like your birthday or anniversary listed in future         

newsletters, please send the information to Emily  in the church office. 


