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February 



Greetings from the depths of winter, the coldest in Sylva since my family and 
I moved here in 2015.  I don’t know about you, but for me February – with its 
long nights, snow days, and sickness – always brings with it a longing for 
spring.  In the bleak midwinter, I ache for resurrection. 
 
February also brings the season of Lent.  If you didn’t grow up with Lent (and 
I know many of us didn’t, myself included), here’s a bit of background.  The 
word “Lent” comes from the Old English word for “springtime.”  It refers to 
the length of time before Easter, traditionally forty days, when the Church 
prepares to commemorate Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection.  Just as Advent 
helps us prepare spiritually for Christmas, Lent helps us prepare spiritually for 
Holy Week and Easter.  
 
You may be asking, Do I have to observe Lent?  The first answer is, Of course 
not.  But the second answer is, Why wouldn’t you?  This season is a gift to us 
wherein we may pause and reflect on our lives in light of Jesus Christ.  So, I 
encourage you to observe it this year.  Typically folks use this time as a 
chance to give something up: certain foods, certain media, certain habits.  In 
recent years it’s become popular to take something on: daily prayer, for       
instance, or journaling and letter-writing.  Regardless, the goal isn’t             
self-promotion (pride) but self-effacement (humility).  What will help you 
humble yourself over the next forty days, so that you can see Jesus more 
clearly?  Whatever the answer is, do it. 
 

 

(continued on next page) 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 



For my part, I am taking on the challenge of a “low-tech Lent.”  Some of you 
don’t fret over technology (and don’t even own a computer or a cell phone) 
the way our culture does.  God bless you.  But, as a product of my               
generation, I do.  Technology is a part of my life and my family’s life, as a 
blessing and a curse.  So this Lent, I am going to dial it back.  I am writing my 
sermons longhand, at least at first.  I am reading more and praying more, and 
watching TV less.  Most significantly, I am going back to a “dumb phone,” 
which (trust me) may be the biggest sacrifice of all.  I say none of this to toot 
my own horn, but rather as a means of accountability and communication.  
Lent is for the Church, communally; I want y’all to know what the Lord is 
leading your Pastor to do, and I’d love to know what the Lord is leading you 
to do, too. 
 
I’ll leave you with the sage words of St. Ambrose of Milan.  Let’s pray this   
together, and mean it.  
 
O Lord, who has mercy upon all: 
take away from me my sins, 
and mercifully kindle in me 
the fire of your Holy Spirit. 
Take away from me the heart of stone, 
and give me a heart of flesh, 
a heart to love and adore You, 
a heart to delight in You, 
to follow and enjoy You, for Christ's sake, Amen. 

 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 



 
 

Kendall Rhymer is a Sophomore at Western 
Carolina University studying music              

education, special education, and religion. 
She's a percussionist as her primary            

instrument, but also plays piano, ukulele, 
and viola. She was born and raised in Sylva, 

North Carolina. She has worked at 
Cullowhee Kid's Preschool, teaches private 

piano lessons at Wonderworks Music      
Studio, and is getting her certification in   

Kindermusik and will begin teaching with 
Courtney Umphlett this spring. Her passion 

is teaching children through the pathway of music. She recently got engaged 
to her fiancé who is in the army. Kendall has been a vegetarian for over 5 

years and loves dogs, reading, knitting, and painting in her spare time.  
 

Kendall Rhymer is joining our staff to serve as an Assistant Childcare 
Attendant on Sunday mornings.  Her primary responsibilities will be assisting 
Katherine in the nursery and Sara Beth in the preschool room, although she 

may also cover other childcare duties as needed.  She will begin this          
Sunday.  Please welcome Kendall to the fold!   

CHURCH UPDATES 



CHURCH UPDATES 

DEACON’S NEWS 

The Deacons met on Sunday,  January 7th.  

The Deacons are busy planning the calendar for 2018. They hope to have lots 
of events for church get-togethers. 

As the Deacons could be any assistance to anyone in the church please fill 
free to let one of them know. 

SESSION UPDATE 

The session met Monday, January 8th and welcomed our two new elders,  

Ali Large and James McManus.  

 

Ali will be chairing the personnel committee and James will chair the            

property committee. The next meeting will be a retreat with the Deacons in 

February.  

OFFICE UPDATE 

If you did not get a 2018 Church Directory, but would like one, please email 

Emily in the church office and she will have one printed for you.  

 



CHURCH UPDATES 
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY UPDATE 
 

Guys....I never ever thought I would say this but please don't let it snow     

anymore!  There is SO MUCH coming up for our wonderful children and 

youth and I hope everything happens accordingly!  Here is what is going on: 

 

Sunday February 4th:  SOUPER BOWL LUNCHEON 

Before the big game starts, come get warmed up with some soup!  I can      

already tell you we are going to have Chili, Chicken Tortilla, and Veggie 

Beef.  And there are more to come!  All you need to do is bring 5 cans or   

boxes of soup.  That's it!  This soup will go to UCM to help feed our brothers 

and sisters in Jackson County.   
 

Sunday March 11th:  Our confirmands will be visiting The Summit Church to 

continue our education on the history of the church.  We will meet for   

breakfast during Sunday School and head over for the service. 
 

Saturday March 24th:  Stations of the Cross for Kids 

Want a break from all the Easter egg hunts?  Come out for a special breakfast 

and a experiential tour of the last week of Jesus' life leading up to              

Easter.  The event will start at 10:00 AM and breakfast will follow. 

 ****Attention church! I am looking for ACTORS to help with the stations. 

There aren't many lines. Please contact me if you can help!***** 
 

Thursday March 29th:  Maundy Thursday Service 

Once again, we will be providing a special Maundy Thursday service for our 

children while the service for adults is happening. 

          (continued on next page) 

 



CHURCH UPDATES 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY UPDATE CONT. 

Urgent Needs for our Children's Program 

 Children's Church Helpers!  

Can you fill one of these dates? 

March 25th 

April 22nd 

April 29th 

May 27th 

 Rovers for nursery and preschool 

 

Our children's program is growing like a weed.  And with this comes growing 

pains!  The amount of children in our nursery and preschool classes has       

become too much for just two people to handle.  Would you consider      

offering a Sunday to be a roving helper?  Please let me know if you can help! 



DOLLARS AND CENTS 
 

Every January word comes from the Presbytery office that it is time to      

submit our Statistical Report for the previous year.  Groans can be heard 

from those of us that need to get the figures together, partly because it can 

be tedious to go through Session minutes and Financial reports to gather the 

data, and partly because we have a great desire to get it right.  The PCUSA 

likes to keep track of each congregation’s diversity, attendance, membership 

(losses and gains), baptisms, marriages, deaths etc. as well as income and 

how money is spent: local mission (UCM, Awake, etc.), validated mission (the 

Presbytery, Hunger Fund, etc.), other mission (the Mussers at RCE, etc.) and 

local program (salaries, building upkeep, Sunday School curriculum, etc.). 

 

I decided to share the financial part of this below.  Figures are for 2016 and 

2017. 

 

All you fellow number-nerds, enjoy! 

  

CHURCH UPDATES 

Receipts   Expenditures   

2016 2017 2016 2017 

Potential Giving Units 68 70 Budgeted Expenses $217,063 $243,038 

Budgeted Expenses $217,063 $243,038 Local Program $205,790 $261,537 

Regular Contributions $256,943 $261,537 Local Mission $8,273 $8,972 

Capital Building Fund $30,150 $2,710 Validated Mission $8,750 $13,500 

Investment Income $100 $14 Capital Expenditure $2,000 $600 

Bequests $0 $0 Investment Expense $191 $0 

Other Income $5,820 $3,649 Per Capita Apprt $0 $0 

Subsidy or Aid $0 $0 Theological Fund $0 $0 



CHURCH UPDATES 

UCM UPDATE 
 

The UCM item for February is any type of red food  

in honor of Valentines day.  

COMMUNITY EVENT 



WOMEN’S COMMUNITY BIBLE STUDY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Women's Community Bible Study is offering a spring bible study on the New 

Testament book of Ephesians. Ladies of all ages are invited and you may join 

at any time! Childcare is provided. 
 

In his letter to the Ephesians, the apostle Paul wrote to a young church    

needing a fuller knowledge of Christ. In this study, we will hear the same call 

to Christian maturity, along with priceless truths about our identity in Christ, 

and our individual calling in His body. 
 

Women’s Community Bible Study is a non-denominational Bible Study open 

to all ladies, meeting each Wednesday morning from 9am – 10:30am at First 

Presbyterian Church in Sylva. Study books will be available for purchase for 

$5. The study will continue for 14 weeks, through the end of April. 

 

No pre-registration is required! If you need more information,  

please contact Joyce Pope at 631-9496. 

LOCAL EVENTS 



LOCAL EVENTS 

IF: Jackson County 
Join us February 9 - 10 

“IF exists to gather, equip and unleash women to live out their calling.” 

Join us for a 2-day gathering that brings together women all over the world to      
humbly seek God. Join us as we come together, with women from multiple churches 
and backgrounds to gather, be equipped and get unleashed back into the spaces God 

has placed us. 

This 2-day gathering will take place at Webster Baptist Church (1955 Webster Road, 
Sylva, NC)and is open to all women, high school freshman and up! There is no child-

care, however, Moms with newborns, you are more than welcome to bring them 
along! 

The gathering is streamed live from Austin, TX starting: 

Friday 7:00pm-10:00pm & Saturday 10:00am-6pm 

(Doors open 30 minutes ahead; lunch break from 1:00pm-3:00pm on Saturday.) 

Register Here: register.ifgathering.com/event/ifjackson-county  

Cost: Minim um  donation of $1.00 when you register  online.  

Questions? Contact Em ily Fields at ifjacksoncounty@gm ail.com . 



February 2017 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

 

2 

3p Pilates 

 

3 

 

4 

8:45a Diaconate 

9a Christian Ed 

9:45a Sunday 

School 

11a Worship Service 

12:15p Finance 

Comm. Mtg. 

5 

 

6 

9:30a Watercolor 

3p Pilates 

 

7 

9a Women’s 

Community  Bible 

Study 

5:30p Worship 

Comm. Mtg. 

6:30p Family 

Night Supper 

7p Choir 

8 

8a Men’s   

Breakfast 

9 

3p Pilates 

10 

10a Session/

Diaconate 

Joint Mtg. 

11 

8:45a Hospitality 

Comm. Mtg. 

9:45a Sunday 

School 

11a Worship Service 

12 

 

13 

9:30a Watercolor 

3p Pilates 

 

14 

9a WC’s Bible 

Study 

6p Ash     

Wednesday   

Worship 

7p Choir 

15 

 

16 

3p Pilates 

17 

 

18 

9:45a Sunday 

School 

11a Worship Service 

 

19 20 

9:30a Watercolor 

3p Pilates 

21 

9a WC’s Bible 

Study 

10a Presbyterian 

Women’s     

Morning Circle 

7p Choir 

22 

8a Men’s  

Breakfast 

 

23 

3p Pilates 

24 

25 

8:45a Mission 

Comm. 

9:45a Sunday 

School 

11a Worship Service 

26 

 

27 

9:30a Watercolor 

3p Pilates 

28 

9a WC’s Bible 

Study 

7p Choir 

  

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Acolyte 

2/4  Nicholas Smith 

2/11 Hailey Smith 

2/18 Whitney Murajda 

2/25 Aleah Murajda 
 

Call to Worship 

2/4 Cyndie Royce 

2/11 Pat Mikula 

2/18 Donna Mason 

2/25  

 

Coffee Fellowship 
2/4 “Souper” Bowl Luncheon  

2/11 Besan Nash & Nancy Zachmann 

2/18 Steve & Beth Baxley  

2/25  Doug & Doris Cody 

 
 

Prayer  of  illumination / 

 scripture   reading 

2/18 Bob Porter 

 

 

Flowers 
2/4 Blair & Joan Yount 

2/11 Besan Nash 

2/18 Steve & Beth Baxley 

2/25  
 

Ushers & Greeters 

2/4 Hal & Gloria Stockton, Mary Gelbaugh 

2/11 Hal & Gloria Stockton, Toni Knott 

2/18 Hal & Gloria Stockton, Toni Knott 

2/25 Hal & Gloria Stockton, Toni Knott 

 

Family  Night  Supper 
2/7  Blair & Joan Yount, Hal & Gloria Stockton 

 

 If you can serve in any of the open spaces, 

please email or call the church office! 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
February Birthdays 

2/1 — Sherry Bauknecht 

2/2 — Amanda W. Murajda 

2/9 — Betty White 

2/13 — Doug Cody 

2/14 — Kelly Spillards 

2/14 — Jeff Ollar 

2/18 — Claire Standridge 

2/20 — Bailey Simpson 

2/22 — Eden Wilson 

2/25 — Asa Daniel 

2/28 — Coley Ollar 

2/28 — Ike Kennerly 

2/23 — Amy Moore Adams 

 

February Anniversaries  

2/21 — Harry & Betty White 

2/26 — Jeff & Donna Savage 

2/27 — Fred & Sherry Bauknecht 

 

**If you would like your birthday or anniversary listed in future newsletters, 

please send the information to Emily in the church office. 


