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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Happy New Year! 

 

For almost a year I have used Phyllis Tickle’s The Divine Hours as 

my prayer guide.  It’s a wonderful resource.  Tickle includes 

prayers and Scripture readings every day of the year for 

morning, noon, and night.  Here is one that I particularly love 

called “The Concluding Prayer of the Church:” 

  

Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father, you have brought me in 

safety to this new day: Preserve me with your mighty power, that I may 

not fall into sin, nor be overcome by adversity; and in everything I do 

direct me to the fulfilling of your purpose; through Jesus Christ my 

Lord. Amen. 

 

Although I fall short of this goal, I try and say this prayer every 

day.  It’s a good one for the new year, too.  Just as we should 

begin each day by turning our faces towards God and asking for 

his guidance and direction, so we should begin each new year in 

prayer.  There’s no doubt 2016 had its share of blessings and 

challenges – some of them very great.  But God has brought us in 

safety to a new day and a new year, and we should be thankful.   

 

With a new year comes new opportunities for commitment in the 

church.  Want to make worship your focus in 2017?   Show up 

every Sunday at 11:00 and sing your heart out, in-tune or out-of-

tune.  Curious to learn more about Jesus and his claim on your 

life?  Read the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7), which I’ll be 

preaching on starting January 8.  Haven’t yet come to Sunday 

School, but want to?  Talk to me or Bruce Henderson about 

opportunities to get involved.  Eager to reconnect with old 

friends and meet new ones?  Join us for supper the first 

Wednesday of each month in the Fellowship Hall.  

 

Don’t worry about your track record.  Just come.  As Karl Barth 

once said, “We are always and ever beginners with God,” 

stumbling and faltering and starting and restarting every day 

and every year, only to discover that God’s goodness continues 

to await us. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Blake 
 

 

DECEMBER 12TH  SESSION REPORT BY BLAKE DANIEL 
 

The FPC Session met on December 12, 2016.  Here is a glimpse of 

what occurred: 

 Susan Blair led a devotional and opened our time with 

prayer. 

 We recognized elders Susan Blair and Pat Newman, who 

are finishing their term on Session. Thank you, Susan and 

Pat, for your service!  

 We lifted up prayer requests for members of our 

congregation and community. 

 Frances Hess reported that our new automated external 

defibrilator (AED) has arrived. It will be installed in the 

new year, and Frances will lead training sessions. 



 Frank Royce reported that an ice machine has been 

purchased for the kitchen and will be installed in the new 

year. Frank has also been seeking bids for parking lot 

resealing/restriping, which will likely take place in the 

spring. 

 Betty Foti reported that the Mission Committee has 

decided to reallocate mission funds from Barbara Nagy's 

ministry in Malawi to two ministries in Nicaragua, due to 

Barbara's retirement. The Nicaraguan ministries are 

Presbyterian Reformed Ministries International (based in 

nearby Black Mountain) and Vida Joven (Young Life). 

Also, take note that we welcome our new officers at FPC this 

month!  Roger Murajda, David Noland, Marlies Owens (1 year), 

and Tommy Thompson are coming on the Session as elders, 

while Besan Nash, Cyndie Royce, Tom Tabor (1 year), and Nancy 

Zachmann are joining the Diaconate as new deacons. These folks 

will be installed or ordained during the worship service on 

January 15. Please pray for them and their ministry. 

 

As always, you can read the official minutes of 

our Session meetings in the notebook on the shelf next to the FPC 

side entrance. Both the Session and the Diaconate remain busy in 

service to our Lord and his church. 

--  

Blake Daniel 

Pastor, First Presbyterian Church 

Sylva, North Carolina 

 

 

 

 

DOLLARS AND CENTS JANUARY 2017 

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; 

his mercies never come to an end; 

they are new every morning; 

great is your faithfulness.  Lamentations 3:22-23 

 

If God’s mercies are new each and every morning, then January 

1st is not so special!  But it does always seem to be a day for soul-

searching and resolutions.  I recently listened to a sermon by Tim 

Keller about giving, and he was urging people to give 

sacrificially, not from what is left over after we live the lifestyle 

we desire but to give until it hurts.  My own soul-searching takes 

me to what I spend on cell phones, satellite TV, hair 

appointments, etc.  And what about time?  In Sunday school last 

week we read about being educated in the Scriptures.  When I 

put my 15 minutes of quiet time at the start of the day and 

Sunday School and Worship once a week against time on 

Facebook or watching a British TV show on Acorn, I am not 

giving God my time in His word until it hurts. My challenge to 

you is to think about these things, too; consider how much of 

your resources are given to the Lord – your time, talent, and 

money.  Let’s make the New Year a time to give our first fruits to 

God in thanksgiving for our lives and our church. 

In His Service,       

Judy Henderson, Treasurer 

 

 

UNITED CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES 

 

UCM is collecting any kind, brand and size of household, 

personal, and hygiene items such as deodorant, shampoo, tooth 

paste, bath soap, dish soap, cleaning products, etc.   



JANUARY 2017 

 
Our final events of the fall semester were a big hit! On December 

4 a group of students and adults enjoyed a delicious meal 

(provided by FPC Franklin) and then participated in Sacred 

Space: contemplative worship in the style of Taizé. This peaceful 

and inviting gathering resulted in wonderful conversations 

lasting well after the service. 

 

 

We had another great response to our late-night Pancake Study 

Break at Hillside Grind Coffeehouse on December 11, as 

evidenced by a line out the door and students sitting on the floor! 

Student musicians even added some extra holiday cheer this 

year. Many thanks to the students and local church members 

who volunteered their time to serve the students as they 

prepared for final exams. 

We are looking forward to joining UKirk groups from across the 

country for the College Conference at Montreat January 2-5. 

Classes are back in session on January 9. Stay tuned for more 

things to come in the new year! 

  

If your congregation would like to learn more about UKirk, I am 

available to preach, give a minute for mission, or lead a 

class. Please contact me to schedule a visit in 2017! 

 

In Christ, 

  

Karol 

  

Rev. Karol Farris 

UKirk Campus Minister at WCU 

594 Centennial Drive, Cullowhee, NC 28723 

828-508-2354 ∙ ukirkwcu@gmail.com ∙ www.ukirkwcu.org 

 

 

 

 

 



THOUGHTS 

 

 

A new view 

 
 

The new year is an opportunity to sort out the useless tasks and 

plan for the important; to review the failures and resolve to be 

successful; to take an inventory of causes and pledge life to 

purpose and service. These being done, the new will truly be 

new, different and better.  

 

—C. Neil Strait 

 

 

Great exploits 
Colorado pastor Mike Paulison, who’s made many mission trips 

to Haiti to build and maintain an orphanage, shares about 

prayer’s power:  

 

“On one trip, we were bringing large items that could’ve been 

problematic, because in Haiti customs officials often make up 

their own rules. We urged our prayer-support team back home to 

be praying as we went through customs. But when a storm 

delayed our flight from Miami for two hours, the schedule was 

off. We encouraged one another, saying at least prayers had been 

lifted. Later, on the plane to Haiti, I noticed I’d made a mistake 

on the schedule. It was off by exactly two hours. The supporters 

were actually praying the very moment we landed in Port-au-

Prince!  

 

“In line at customs, we watched officials opening luggage. But by 

the time we got to the front, the inspectors were gone, and we 

were allowed to walk into the country. We experienced firsthand 

the promise in Daniel 11:32b (NKJV): ‘The people who know 

their God shall be strong, and carry out great exploits.’” 

 

 

Lessons from a snowman 

 
 

• It’s okay to wear white well after Labor Day.  

• Simply hanging out in your front yard can be fun.  

• Accessories don’t have to be fancy or expensive.  

• We’re all made mostly of water.  

• You know you’ve “arrived” when a song is written about you.  

• So what if you’re a little bottom-heavy?  

• Don’t get too much sun.  

• Sweating too much can be disastrous! 

 

 

 

 

 



 

God’s promised spring 
Like winter, some seasons of our 

faith journey feel cold, barren, 

devoid of life. Will renewal ever 

come? Will spring flourish again 

in our heart? Yet the world bears 

witness to God’s power to bring 

new life where all seems lost.  

 

In the early 1990s, the St. Louis neighborhood of South City 

deteriorated sharply due to a stagnant economy, population 

decline and crime. Then Bosnian refugees started settling there. 

Thousands of people renovated abandoned houses and other 

buildings; they started businesses and brought skilled labor back 

to the neighborhood. As the area returned to life, the refugees 

experienced renewal, too — hope in place of discouragement, 

opportunities where none had existed, peace instead of war, life 

replacing death.  

 

When our faith is challenged by despair, lost dreams or an 

uncertain future — when God’s promises feel as dead as winter 

— real-life renewal stories are signs of spring. They testify to the 

resurrection God has in store for us. 

 

Special Dates: 

• New Year’s Day, January 1, 2017  

• Epiphany, January 6, 2017  

• Baptism of the Lord, January 8, 2017  

• Martin Luther King Jr. Birthday Observance, January 16, 2017  

• Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, January 18-25, 2017 

Washed clean 
Your morning shower can do more than cleanse your body. 

Retired pastor Norman Neaves takes time to remember his 

baptism daily.  

 

“As the water is pouring down on me, I reach up and get water 

all over my hand. Then I close my eyes and make the sign of the 

cross on my forehead. ‘I have been baptized in Christ,’ I say to 

myself quietly. ‘This day belongs to him. I am called to be Jesus’ 

representative whatever I am doing and wherever I might go. 

Give me the grace, Lord, to represent you well and with 

integrity.’”  

 

 

Free refills 
God’s kingdom is like free refills at a restaurant. Wait — what?!  

 

Jesus used common, everyday items to explain the kingdom of 

God; we can too! The kingdom is like free refills. Still thirsty after 

one soda or coffee? Get another — no charge. In fact, the 

kingdom of God is better than free refills because you don’t even 

have to pay for the first glass.  



It’s like having a parent buy you a favorite meal 

when you’re young. You sit back and savor it 

without the price crossing your mind. That’s okay, 

because the generous giver loves you and wants to 

be with you.  

 

Sure, that’s simplistic, but so are Jesus’ parables. Overanalyze 

them and they may fall apart. But ponder the single point each 

makes, maybe get a chuckle and an a-ha! out of it, and that 

parable has done its job. So grab another free refill — of your 

beverage and of God’s love!  

 

—Heidi Mann 

 

Ignite! 

It is with Christians as with burning coals. If these are scattered 

apart, one after the other, they are easily extinguished. But, when 

collected together, the fire of one preserves that of the other, and 

the glowing coals often ignite others that lie near.  

 

—August Francke 

 

 

“The Wise May Bring Their Learning” 
The wise may bring their learning, the rich may bring their 

wealth, And some may bring their greatness, and some bring 

strength and health; We, too, would bring our treasures to offer 

to the King; We have no wealth or learning; what shall we 

children bring? We’ll bring him hearts that love him; we’ll 

bring him thankful praise, And young souls meekly striving to 

walk in holy ways; And these shall be the treasures we offer to 

the King, And these are gifts that even the poorest child may 

bring. We’ll bring the little duties we have to do each day;  

We’ll try our best to please him, at home, at school, at play;  

And better are these treasures to offer to our King;  

Than richest gifts without them — yet these a child may bring.  

 

—Anonymous 

 

Undaunted 
The year just past was wracked with violence, racism and 

political rancor. We long to fix these problems, but how? We  

may feel as frustrated as the church board member who  

spouted, “We’ve already tried prayer. It didn’t work!”  

 

Those words might resonate today, yet things aren’t always  

what they seem. We can’t see God behind the scenes crafting a 

new reality, but Scripture promises it. And though our prayers 

won’t undo earthly death, they surround the grieving with 

strength and love. We can’t “solve” sin, but our prayers can  

bring communities together and spur us to look out for one 

another.  

 

The Jewish Talmud states, “Do not be daunted by the enormity  

of the world’s grief. Do justly now. Love mercy now. Walk 

humbly now. You are not obligated to complete the work, but 

neither are you free to abandon it.” In this new year, may we  

be undaunted in doing what we can. It might not seem like 

much, but things aren’t always what they seem. 

 

 

 



Bible Quiz 

 
 

In Matthew 13, to what does Jesus compare the  

kingdom of heaven?  

A. A farmer sowing seed  

B. A mustard seed  

C. Yeast  

D. Hidden treasure  

E. A merchant who finds a pearl  

F. A fishing net  

G. All of the above  

 

 

+Christian Symbol+ 

 
 

Three Chests  

Sometimes called “three arks,” this image represents the  

gifts the Magi brought to the child Jesus: gold, frankincense 

and myrrh (Matthew 2:11). Because Scripture lists three gifts,  

the legend arose that there were three wise men. But the  

biblical account doesn’t say how many travelers visited  

the Holy Family.  
 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

Employment Opportunities – First Presbyterian Church, Sylva 
 

We are searching for a part-time Administrative Assistant and a 

quarter-time Children’s Ministry Director at FPC. Please contact 

Blake or Suzy in the church office for more information, and 

please pray that the Lord would bring the right candidates to  

our door! 

 

Position: Administrative Assistant 

Terms of Employment: 25 hours/week 

Monday through Friday 

Compensation: Salary based on education and experience 

Duties: Including, but not limited to: assisting Pastor and  

other staff members; taking and relaying messages with  

accuracy; greeting and assisting visitors; maintaining website; 

some bookkeeping; production of church publications; 

scheduling of church calendar; other duties as assigned. 

Qualifications: High School graduate required; additional 

education and experience preferred; high level of computer  

proficiency required including email, Microsoft Office, and  

Excel; ability to work with confidential information; good 

communication skills; dependability, with good job  

attendance record with previous employers. This position  

also requires a background check. 

Application information: Please complete an application  

either in person or downloaded from the church website 

at www.sylvapres.org. You may submit your  

application to the church office (46 Presbyterian Drive, Sylva)  

or via email to Amanda Murajda (amurajda@hotmail.com). 

 

 

Position:  Children’s Ministry Director 

Terms of Employment:  10 hours/week 

Compensation:  Salary based on education and experience 

Duties:  Oversee and plan ongoing ministries for children (aged 

12 and younger) on Sunday mornings; plan and lead special 

events as needed; offer support to children, youth, and families 

as needed; attend monthly staff meetings and Children’s Ministry 

meetings; implement the Child Protection and Safety Policy and 

be familiar with all church policies pertaining to children’s safety; 

organize and stock children’s classrooms as needed. 

Qualifications:  Love for and experience working with children, 

youth, and families, preferably in a church setting; familiarity 

with religious curricula; strong communication, organization, 

and leadership skills. 

Application Information:  Please email sylvapres@frontier.com 

to receive application and interview information.  This position 

requires a background check. 

 

Friends, 

 

Interested in assisting in worship in 2017?  I am looking for 

folks to lead the Call to Worship, Children's Message, and/or 

Scripture reading during our Sunday services.  Please give  

Suzy a call in the church office (828-586-4256) or click on the  

link below to sign up.  I welcome your participation. 

 

Link: http://bit.ly/2hXCqCG 

 

Peace and Happy New Year! 

Blake 

 

Opportunities to help with church fellowship in 2017 – There 

are still many openings to volunteer for.  Ushers and Greeters are 

now by the week!  Share in Coffee Fellowship and Flowers on 

mailto:sylvapres@frontier.com
http://bit.ly/2hXCqCG


Sunday mornings; host Family Night Supper on the first 

Wednesday of each month (share this service with a friend or 

two!).  It is our hope to have all these needs for the year filled 

before the end of January.  The sign-up poster board is in the 

Fellowship Hall.  Thank you for sharing your time within our 

church family. 

 

SERVERS FOR JANUARY 2017 

Flowers 

1/1 – Joan Yount 

1/8 – Amanda & Will Murajda 

1/15 – Open 

1/22 – Judy & Bruce Henderson 

1/29 – Betty Foti 

 

Coffee Fellowship 

1/1 – David & Jenny Porter 

1/8 – Joan Yount 

1/15 – Open 

1/21 – Open 

1/29 – Open 

 

Ushers & Greeters 

1/1 – Jim & Sylvia Smythe 

1/8 – Open 

1/15 – Open 

1/22 – Open 

1/29 – Open 

 

Family Night Supper 

1/04 – David & Jenny Porter and Tom & Jae Crawford 

 

January Birthdays 

1/1 – Blair Yount 

1/7 – Lee Porter 

1/11 – Tom Crawford 

1/13 – Dianne Scott 

1/14 – Jamie Simpson 

1/20 – Peg Shafer 

1/22 – Michael Collings 

1/24 – Jean Guilford 

1/25 – Julia Cody 

1/28 – Luke Daniel 

 

 

Bible Quiz Answer: G (See Matthew 13:24-51.) 


