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“Our mission is to 

make disciples who 

love Jesus 

Christ, love the 

church, and love 

their neighbors as 

themselves. We in-

vite you to join us 

for weekly worship 

and special events 

throughout the 

year.” 



Generosity.  That word has been on my mind as Christmas comes and goes,   
December ends, and another year begins.   

The word “generous” comes from the Latin word generosus, which means 
“noble birth.”  To be generous is to represent a noble lineage or a high birth, as 
Wikipedia says.  I think this is fitting.  Haven’t we Christians been grafted into 
such a noble lineage (Romans 8:17)?  Don’t we Christians have such a high birth 
– a new birth, not by flesh but by water and the spirit (John 3:5)?  Indeed, we 
have!  And so, it’s right and good that we should demonstrate this new identity 
by being generous to all in the name of Jesus Christ, the one who taught us that 
“it is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35). 

All throughout this past month I have seen you – the members of First          
Presbyterian Church – show generosity to me and to so many others.  You have 
given your money to support our Cornerstone Campaign, our annual staff gifts, 
and our operating budget (thank you!).  You have given your time to attend 
meetings and to care for fellow church and community members in need (we 
even had a group go caroling on the eve of a snowstorm!).  You have given your 
resources to support our Operation Christmas Child box-packing party, the UCM 
food drive, Jackson County’s foster child program, and our Presbyterian Women 
offering.  You have given of yourselves by simply showing up to love and serve 
the Lord in worship, prayer, fellowship, and acts of service.  For these acts and 
so many others, thank you.  I am grateful beyond measure to be part of such a 
generous church. 

Now, 2019 is upon us.  And our mission remains the same: To make disciples 
who love Jesus Christ, who love the church, and who love their neighbors as 
themselves.  As we endeavor to carry out this mission together, with the Spirit’s 
help, let’s continue to live generously – and so bear witness to our generous 
God. 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 



DOLLARS & CENTS 

WE DID IT!  With God’s    
provision and your generous 
giving, we have reached the 
halfway point of the          
Cornerstone Campaign.  As 
of December 24, 2018, we 
have over $153,307 in cash 
and $17,015 pledged – 
$5,555 of which has been  
already given.  That brings 
our thermometer reading to 
$164,767.  Thank you!  

Did you know your            
Cornerstone Dollars are      
already at work?  A new    
upstairs bathroom in the main building is under construction.  The Cornerstone 
Campaign Task Force will be meeting in early January to examine two loan      
proposals and we will bring that to the congregation early in 2019.  I hope you 
will rejoice with me that God has blessed us in this project.  

 

P.S. In honor of my 70th birthday coming up on December 30, my financial        
institution informed me that I would have to start taking a required minimum 
distribution (RMD) from my IRA by the time I turn 70 ½.  In speaking with others 
my age, I have learned that there is a way to use this RMD as a contribution to 
the church that would be a tax advantage.  If you are interested in how this can 
be done, let me know and I will share some information collated by our Tom 
Crawford on the subject.  

CHURCH UPDATES 



CHILDREN’S MINISTRY UPDATE 
 
 

Happy New Year everyone!  I can't believe how fabulous our year was in the     

children's department and I can't wait to see what this year brings! 

Thank you to everyone who helped with our Children's Christmas play. It was   

phenomenal and it surely could not have happened without such great church 

support.  

 

Please mark your calendars: 

our annual SOUPer Bowl           

Sunday will take place Sunday, 

February 3rd immediately     

following the church service. 

Families of children, please 

plan to provide a soup. All   

other church members, bring 

five boxes or cans of soup for 

payment (or you may feel free 

to give a monetary donation).  

All donations will go to United 

Christian Ministry.  

 

I hope everyone has a great start to the new year! 

 

CHURCH UPDATES 



CHURCH UPDATES 
DEACON UPDATE 

Happy New Year everyone. I hope you enjoyed a blessed Christmas. Besan Nash 

and Jae Crawford will be co-chairing the Deacons this year. Cyndie Royce will be 

the secretary. Many thanks for all the hard work that was done by the deacons 

that are rotating off this year. Peg Shafer, Gloria Stockton, and Rady Large; we will 

miss you. Joining us this year are Donna Mason, Sarah Beth Foti, and Kelder 

Monar; we welcome you.  

 

The month of January is spent orientating our new deacons, and going through 

the list of events we have scheduled. Deacons volunteer to spearhead these 

events. Deacons also sign up for deacon of the month and alternate. We also 

welcome volunteers from the congregation to help with events, and we provide 

sign up sheets in the fellowship hall for these. Please do not be shy about           

volunteering to help or giving us ideas.  

 

Deacon of the month for January is Nancy Zachmann (828-399-0710) and Jae 

Crawford (828-226-1894) is alternate. Deacons serving communion this month 

are Toni Knott (preparing) and Pat Mikula. 

 
 

UNITED CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES 
 

In January, First Presbyterian has a tradition of bringing any type of white food 

to share with UCM. Grace Blunt came up with this idea several years ago when 

she was Chairman of the Mission Committee. There is a great variety of choices 

from sugar, flour, meal, potatoes, canned or shelf stable milk, vegetable          

shortening, canned pears, potato or chicken soup, saltines, rice, or anything else 

that you can think of that is white (also detergent).  



CHURCH UPDATES 

 

WOMEN’S COMMUNITY BIBLE STUDY 

All ladies are invited to join a community 
bible study! Women's Community Bible 
Study will offer a new study starting on 
Wednesday, January 9th on the book of  
Exodus. The book of Exodus recounts how 
God brought Israel out of slavery and       
allowed them to become His treasured 
possession. Through miraculous                
deliverance and covenant law, the           
Redeemer is revealed. Exodus contains one 
of the earliest sets of laws ever recorded, 
beginning to shape a more just society for 
everyone. The book points us to God’s   
purpose for which all laws and people are 
made—pure and wholehearted worship of 
a just and loving God. 

  

The study will begin January 9th with an 
opening coffee and introduction. Member 
workbooks will be available for purchase on that day. Women’s Community Bible 
Study meets every Wednesday morning, 9:00 am - 10:30 am at First Presbyterian 
Church of Sylva. No pre-registration is required, and childcare is provided. 
  

Women’s Community Bible Study is a non-denominational, weekly meeting for 
women to learn God’s Word in a practical way and enjoy fellowship with other   
ladies. For more information, contact Joyce Pope at 631-9496 or Tiffany Stack at 
293-0536. 



CHURCH UPDATES 

 SUNDAY SCHOOL WINTER STUDY: 

The Tech-Wise Family: Everyday Steps for Putting Technology in Its Proper Place  

by Andy Crouch 

 

Starting January 13, Pastor Blake will be leading a 12-week study of The Tech-Wise 

Family. We will meet on Sunday mornings from 9:45-10:30am in the Garden Room 

next to the kitchen. All are welcome to attend (not just families or couples!), and 

books will be provided. Interested? Please contact Pastor Blake at 828-586-4256 

or blake@sylvapres.org so we can know how many books to purchase. 

 

Making good choices about technology in our families is more than just using     

internet filters and determining screen-time limits for our children. It's about   

building character, wisdom, and courage      

rather than accepting technology's promises 

of ease and instant gratification. It's about   

developing our heart, mind, soul, and strength 

when we're tempted to settle for                    

entertainment and consumer satisfaction. And 

it's definitely not just about the kids. 

Alongside in-depth original research from   

Barna Group that shows how families are 

wrestling with technology's new realities, 

Andy Crouch takes parents beyond the typical 

questions of what, where, and when to show 

us that in a world full of devices, there's a way 

to choose a better life than we've imagined. 

 



JANUARY 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 
 

 

1 

Office Closed 

2 

6:30p Family 

Night Supper 

7:30p Choir 

3 

 

4 

11a Home-

school       

Co-Op Book 

Club 

3p Pilates 

5 

 

6 

8:45a Diaconate 

9a Christian Ed. 

9:45a Sunday 

School 

11a Worship Service 

7 

 

8 

9:30a Garden 

Club 

9:30a Watercolor 

3p Pilates 

7p Soaking Prayer 

9 

9a Women’s 

Community 

Bible Study 

7p Choir 

10 

8a Men’s 

Breakfast 

 

11 

11a Home-

school       

Co-Op Book 

Club 

3p Pilates 

12 

13 

8:45a Hospitality 

Comm. Mtg. 

9:45a Sunday 

School 

11a Worship Service 

12:15p Finance 

Comm. Mtg. 

14 

6p Session 

15 

9:30a Watercolor 

3p Pilates 

 

16 

9a WC’s Bible 

Study 

10a PW’s    

Morning Circle 

7p Choir 

17 

7p PW’s     

Evening Circle 

18 

11a Home-

school       

Co-Op Book 

Club 

3p Pilates 

19 

 

20 

9:45a Sunday 

School 

11a Worship Service 

21 

Office Closed 

22 

9:30a Watercolor 

3p Pilates 

7p Soaking Prayer 

23 

9a Women’s 

Community 

Bible Study 

7p Choir 

24 

8a Men’s 

Breakfast 

25 

11a Home-

school       

Co-Op Book 

Club 

3p Pilates 

26 

27 

8:45a Mission 

Comm. Mtg. 

9:45a Sunday 

School 

11a Worship Service 

28 29 

9:30a Watercolor 

3p Pilates 

30 

9a Women’s 

Community 

Bible Study 

7p Choir 

31   

 
NEW OFFICE HOURS: 

Monday - Thursday, 8:00am to 3:00pm; Friday, 8:00am to 2:30pm 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Call to Worship 

1/6 Cyndie Royce 

1/13 Pat Mikula 

1/20 Donna Mason 

1/27 

 

Prayer  of  illumination / 

 scripture   reading 

1/20 Bob Porter 

 

 

Coffee Fellowship 
1/6 Adam & Mary Gelbaugh 

1/13 

1/20  

1/27 Steve & Beth Baxley 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Flowers 
1/6  

1/13 Bruce & Judy Henderson 

1/20 Ali Large 

1/27 Betty Foti 

 

Ushers & Greeters 

1/6 Kelder & Heather Monar, Dawn Cornwell 

1/13  

1/20  

1/27  

 

Family  Night  Supper 
1/2 Livingston & Linda Kelley, Jim & Sylvia 

Smythe 

If you can serve in any of the open spaces, please email or call the 

church office! Also, please be sure to sign-up for the next month! 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Birthdays 

1/1 – Blair Yount 

1/1 – David Porter  

1/7 – Lee Porter 

1/11 – Tom Crawford 

1/13 – Dianne Scott 

1/20 – Peg Shafer 

1/21 – Sam White 

1/22 – Michael Collings 

1/24 – Jean Guilford 

1/25 – Julia Cody 

1/28 – Luke Daniel 

 

If you would like your birthday or anniversary listed in future         

newsletters, please send the information to Emily  in the church office. 


