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Every new year brings with it the opportunity for a fresh start.  We turn the 
pages on our calendars and the future seems wide open, with new hopes 
and goals waiting to be fulfilled.  Of course, Proverbs 16:9 reminds us not to 
get ahead of ourselves: “In our hearts we may plan out our path, but the 
Lord determines our steps.”  So the trick at the start of the new year is        
actually to look at what God has in store for us, that our resolutions might be 
in synch with his good, pleasing, and perfect will. 
 
This is important for us to do as a church, not just as individuals.  We need to 
dream and hope for a fresh start in our life together, and to seek God’s     
guidance in uncharted territories.  Here are some new beginnings to look out 
for and to pray over in the coming weeks: 
 
 Starting Jan. 7, I’ll begin preaching through the Gospel of John. This is a 

first for me. I’ve preached on various passages from John before, but    
never on the whole thing. I still remember attending a Christian             
conference in college where the pastor handed out copies of this book, 
saying it is the best place to start reading the Bible to get a clear picture of 
who Jesus was and is. Please pray that God would determine our steps as 
we learn more about our Savior during this winter study. 

 
 Our new elders and deacons will be ordained and/or installed during   

worship on Jan. 14. Pray that God would determine their steps as these 
folks lead and serve our church. 

 

 

(continued on next page) 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 



 Starting in late January, we will offer small groups that will meet all 
through the season of Lent. Lent stretches from Ash Wednesday (Feb. 14 
this year) to Easter (April 1), and is ordinarily a time for prayer, reflection, 
and spiritual discipline. Why not observe the season by going deep with 
others in community? Each group will have six to eight members and will 
meet once a week. Come to a kick-off meeting on Jan. 31 or talk to me to 
learn more. And pray that the Lord will determine our steps with this new 
endeavor. 

 
 Our Capital Needs Task Force will resume meeting together soon, with the 

hopes of finalizing a plan to present to the congregation in early spring.  So 
far the Task Force has identified several important items for improvement 
and repair in our existing church space, while also naming long-range 
space needs for emerging ministries.  Once again, pray that the Lord 
would determine our steps as we reach the conclusion of this process. 

 
Many great things are taking place in and through us at First Presbyterian 
Church. Let’s give thanks to God and continue to seek his guidance in the 
year ahead. 

 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 



SMALL GROUPS 
 

Lent is a time for prayer, reflection, and repentance. Want to go deeper this 
Lenten season?  Join a short-term small group! 

  
The goal of these small groups is to cultivate deeper fellowship among God’s 
people at First Presbyterian Church through prayer and study. 
  
Each group will have 6-8 members and commit to meeting together once a 
week for the season of Lent.  Childcare is available.  There is no requirement 
to join – you don’t need to be “super-spiritual” or have to read a difficult 
book.  Simply commit to showing up and being honest with your fellow  
Christians.  The Holy Spirit will take it from there. 
 
Interested?  Come to an Informational Meeting on Jan. 31 at 6:00pm.  You 
must attend this session to be placed in a group! 

CHURCH STUDIES 



FPC SNAPSHOT 

A snowy snapshot of First Presbyterian after our 

first major snow of the winter season! 

In the words of 

Buddy the Elf, “The 

best way to spread 

Christmas cheer is 

singing loud for all 

to hear!” 

Thank you to all 

who came out for 

Christmas caroling. 

We had a blast! 



CHURCH UPDATES 

DEACON’S NEWS 

The Deacons met on December 10. Here are some highlights from the 

meeting: 

The Deacons prepared and distributed exam bags filled with goodies to   
members of the church that were taking final exams this month.  The       
Deacons would like to think Livingston Kelley,  Tom Tabor and David Porter for 
serving as a Deacon for the past three years. They would also like to welcome 
the new elected Deacons that will begin serving in January. The new Deacons 
are Toni Knott, Jae Crawford, and Pat Mikula. 

As the Deacons could be any assistance to anyone in the church please fill 
free to let one of them know. 

 

CHURCH OFFICE UPDATE 

Hey there, church! Remember! The clipboards are set out on the cabinet top 

underneath the Missions Board in the Fellowship Hall for our 2018 Sign-Ups.  

The clipboards will host our 2018 Sign-Ups for: Coffee Fellowship, Flowers, 

Ushers/Greeters, Family Night Supper, and Acolytes. If you are one who 

likes to sign up for specific dates, please be sure to fill them in as soon as  

possible! My hope is that we will have January through March signed up for 

soon! There are already quite a many dates filled in, so thank you thank you! 



CHURCH UPDATES 
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY UPDATE 

 

Happy 2018 everyone!  It is hard for me to believe that I have almost been 

with you all for a full year!  So much has happened at our church and in my 

own personal life in a year that it has absolutely FLOWN by!  I am working on 

some service based activities for our children and youth for this semester, as 

well as a cool Easter program and stations of the cross for the kids.  More de-

tails to come within the next month.  Our confirmands will be starting their 

study on our beliefs as Christians and Presbyterians as well as continuing 

their service to others and visitation of our congregations to see all the as-

pects of our Christian faith.  Our next adventure will be Sunday January 

21st.  We will be visiting St. Mary's Catholic Church. 

 

Our children and youth will be preparing a soup luncheon fundraiser for 

UCM the first weekend of February.  If you are a parent, please be on the 

lookout for this information within the next few weeks!  

 

 



DOLLARS AND CENTS 
 

There is something about the start of a new year that brings me hope – hope 
that I can stay on my diet, hope that I can walk 10,000 steps a day, hope that 
I can bring order to the chaos that is my home office.  And on a larger and 
much more important scale I hope that I can follow God’s leading in what I 
do for Him with my time, talent and money.  
 

The start of a new year brings challenges to the church too.  The session has 
been busy, studying the needs of our church and has some vision as to how 
we can update our physical plant and use the space God has allowed us to 
our best advantage. Blake has been challenging us to get involved in small 
groups during Lent this year and Bruce and I will be hosting one (yikes, not 
really in my comfort zone but I hope to be brave.)  
 

We will be sending a Mission Team to Nicaragua to the Young Life Mission 
there.  Did you sign up to go?  
 

Many of these things will require financial resources and we will be          
challenged to give over and above our usual giving. I am happy to report that 
FPC Sylva ended 2017 in healthy shape financially. I am reminded of the      
Bible verse – “to whom much is given, much is also required” (Luke 12:48) so 
I think God is getting us ready to do some great things.  
 

I hope you will join me in praying that God will lead us to be more involved in 
2018.  

P.S. Grace Reed, Amanda Woods Murajda and I would appreciate your     
prayers as we do all the chores that come as we close out one year and begin 
another. You will be receiving your contribution statement later this month.  

CHURCH UPDATES 



CHURCH UPDATES 

UCM UPDATE 

 

The UCM item for January is soup; any size, type, or flavor.  

LIFE CHALLENGE 

UPDATE 

 

Needed Items of the Month: 

 January:  laundry detergent or Clorox 

 

Donations may be dropped off at First Presbyterian Church, LCWNC, or The 

Blessings Closet thrift store! 



WOMEN’S COMMUNITY BIBLE STUDY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Women's Community Bible Study is offering a spring bible study on the New 

Testament book of Ephesians. Ladies of all ages are invited! Childcare is     

provided. 
 

In his letter to the Ephesians, the apostle Paul wrote to a young church    

needing a fuller knowledge of Christ. In this study, we will hear the same call 

to Christian maturity, along with priceless truths about our identity in Christ, 

and our individual calling in His body. 
 

Women’s Community Bible Study is a non-denominational Bible Study open 

to all ladies, meeting each Wednesday morning from 9am – 10:30am at First 

Presbyterian Church in Sylva. An opening coffee will be held on Wednesday, 

January 10th at 9am. Study books will be available for purchase for $5. The 

study will continue for 14 weeks, through the end of April. 

 

No pre-registration is required! If you need more information,  

please contact Joyce Pope at 631-9496. 

CHURCH UPDATES 



January 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

1 

Office Closed 

2 

9:30a Watercolor 

3p Pilates 

3 

7p Choir 

 

4 

 

5 

3p Pilates 

 

6 

 

7 

8:45a Diaconate 

9a Christian Ed 

9:45a Sunday 

School 

11a Worship Service 

12:15p Finance 

Comm. 

8 

6p Session 

9 

9:30a Watercolor 

1:30p UCM Mtg. 

3p Pilates 

 

10 

9a Women’s 

Community  

Bible Study 

6:30p Family 

Night Supper 

7p Choir 

11 

8a Men’s   

Breakfast 

12 

3p Pilates 

13 

 

14 

9:45a Sunday 

School 

11a Worship Service 

 

15 

6p Session 

16 

9:30a Watercolor 

3p Pilates 

 

17 

9a WC’s Bible 

Study 

10a PW   

Morning Circle 

7p Choir 

18 

7p PW Evening 

Circle 

 

19 

3p Pilates 

20 

 

21 

9:45a Sunday 

School 

11a Worship Service 

22 23 

9:30a Watercolor 

3p Pilates 

24 

9a WC’s Bible 

Study 

7p Choir 

25 

8a Men’s  

Breakfast 

26 

3p Pilates 

27 

28 

8:45a Mission 

Comm. 

9:45a Sunday 

School 

11a Worship Service 

29 

 

30 

9:30a Watercolor 

3p Pilates 

31 

9a WC’s Bible 

Study 

7p Choir 

  

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Acolyte 

1/7  Nicholas Smith 

1/14 Olivia Collings 

1/21 Whitney Murajda 

1/28 Aleah Murajda 
 

Call to Worship 

1/7 Cyndie Royce 

12/14 Pat Mikula 

1/21 Donna Mason 

1/28  

 

Coffee Fellowship 
1/7 Will & Amanda Murajda 

1/14 Adam & Mary Gelbaugh 

1/21 Hal & Gloria Stockton  

1/28  Kelder & Heather Monar 

 
 

Prayer  of  illumination / 

 scripture   reading 

1/21 Bob Porter 

 

 

Flowers 
1/7 Ali Large 

1/14 Tom & Jae Crawford 

1/21 Bruce & Judy Henderson 

1/28 Betty Foti 
 

Ushers & Greeters 

1/7 — 1/28 Nancy Zachmann, Betty Foti, and 

Jenny Porter 

 

Family  Night  Supper 
1/10  Frances Hess & Betty White 

 

 If you can serve in any of the open spaces, 

please email or call the church office! 

JANUARY 

BIRTHDAYS 

1/1 – Blair Yount 

1/1 – David Porter  

1/7 – Lee Porter 

1/11 – Tom Crawford 

1/13 – Dianne Scott 

1/20 – Peg Shafer 

1/21 – Sam White 

1/22 – Michael Collings 

1/24 – Jean Guilford 

1/25 – Julia Cody 

1/28 – Luke Daniel 


