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So now you are no longer strangers and aliens. Rather, you are fellow citizens 

with God’s people, and you belong to God’s household. As God’s household, 

you are built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets with Christ Jesus 

himself as the cornerstone. The whole building is joined together in him, and 

it grows up into a temple that is dedicated to the Lord. Christ is building you 

into a place where God lives through the Spirit. – Ephesians 2:19-22 

 

By now I hope you’ve heard about the capital improvements project that is 
underway at First Presbyterian Church.  This project was the fruit of much 
prayer and conversation from the Capital Needs Task Force, a temporary 
committee comprised of six church members, plus myself, who met for   
nearly a year to identify needs for our physical plant and to cast a vision for 
meeting those needs in the near future.  After much discussion, the Task 
Force presented their plan – called the “Cornerstone” campaign, after    
Ephesians 2 – to the session at their May meeting.  I am pleased to report 
that the plan was unanimously approved and has recently been shared with 
the congregation.   
 
Now we move into the fundraising and implementation process.  The        
Cornerstone campaign is estimated to cost $300,000.  Per the Capital Needs 
Task Force’s recommendation, the session has appointed a separate       
Fundraising Task Force to create a plan for raising these funds.  We are   
hopeful that you, the members of First Presbyterian Church, will consider  
giving to support this campaign in addition to your regular tithes and offer-
ings.  (Please see Judy Henderson’s letter in this newsletter for more            
information.) 
 

(continued on next page) 
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The work itself for the Cornerstone campaign will be organized into two 
parts.  Part 1 will address deferred maintenance needs and improvements in 
the main church building (including updated lighting, new paint, carpet       
replacement, and the addition of a bathroom), while part 2 will focus on  
renovating the Mary Jay Patten Activity Center for administrative, office, and 
classroom use (including the construction of additional square footage and a 
second floor).  The project’s timeline will be contingent upon our fundraising 
progress.  There will be slight interruptions to normal church events, but 
worship should be able to proceed in the sanctuary as normal.   
 
If you missed one of the recent information sessions, you can find the          
information posted on our church website, in the brochures in the entry  
hallway, and in the Fellowship Hall.  Several members of the capital needs 
task force will be available for questions at our July 4 picnic, and we will also 
be mailing additional information about the Cornerstone Campaign out to 
church members and friends. 
 
Make no mistake, this is a big step!  But it’s a step worth taking.  I ask for 
your prayers, your excitement, your flexibility, and your financial support as 
we consider how to be good stewards of the space and membership we have 
received.  As Ephesians 2 reminds us, we are the household of God.  Our   
cornerstone is Jesus, and with his help, we can continue to grow up into a 
place where God lives through the Spirit.   
 
As always, please let me or the session know of any questions you may have. 
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Nicaragua Update 

We have postponed our Nicaragua trip due to political unrest in the country.  
All the money we have raised will remain in the bank for a future trip, which 
we hope can happen sooner rather than later.  If you have any questions 
about this, please don’t hesitate to let me know.  We are so grateful for your 
support. 
 

The discernment process surrounding this mission trip was one of the most 
challenging and powerful experiences I’ve had in recent memory.  If you’ll let 
me, I’d like to tell you about it.  It’s pretty long, but I believe it’s worth      
sharing. 
 

The plan to travel to Nicaragua began last summer, when I had a conversation 
with my friends Kathryn and Tee Gatewood.  Kathryn is on staff for Young Life 
and travels down to Nicaragua annually with her husband, Tee, and their 
church in Banner Elk (where Tee is pastor).  When Kathryn and Tee learned of 
our preexisting connections to Nicaragua through our church here in Sylva, 
they invited us to join them on their next trip down.  As you know, seven of 
us from Sylva said “yes” to this invitation. 
 

Fast forward to 2018.  Things became tense in Nicaragua early this year after 
the actions of President Ortega led to community protests, outbreaks of    vi-
olence, and death.  As I monitored the news headlines over the next few 
months, I became increasingly worried. 
 

Finally, I called Kathryn and Tee on Monday, June 4 to tell them that I was 
feeling like we should postpone our trip.  They listened patiently and said, in 
effect, You don’t have to go.  But these are our friends.  We see them every 
year.  Our mission is to them and with them, and we need to stand by them 
now more than ever.  So we’re going.   
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CHURCH UPDATES 
I couldn’t believe it.  Didn’t they read the news?  (Of course they did.)  Hadn’t 
they considered other options?  (Of course they had.)  Don’t they care about 
our safety?  (Of course they do.)  I decided after the phone call that we    
weren’t on the same page, and that I should cancel the trip for our Sylva 
team at our upcoming meeting on Wednesday, June 6.  Case closed.  Better 
safe than sorry, right? 
 

But the next day, everything changed.   
 

I didn’t sleep well Monday night.  I dreamed about Nicaragua.  Kathryn and 
Tee’s words stayed with me.  I wondered what I would do if my friends were 
down there.  How would I respond to those in need?  This led to the thought 
that if Kathryn and Tee travel down there, then I will have friends in            
Nicaragua – friends who could very well be in need.  Shouldn’t I stand with 
them? 
 

Still wrestling with these emotions on Tuesday morning, I went to work on 
my sermon.  Lo and behold, I read these words in 1 John 4:10 – This is love: 
not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning 
sacrifice for our sins. 
 

Slowly, everything came into focus.  The power of the Gospel washed over 
me as I realized the great distance that Jesus traveled to be with us and even 
to die for us.  This is love, John says.  Y’all go love like that. 
. 

Now, I’m not Jesus.  I can’t do what he did.  But I was moved to reconsider 
everything about our trip to Nicaragua.  In light of the Gospel, the decision 
became less about me and my needs and my safety... and it became more 
about the people down there – their needs and their safety and my solidarity 
with them.  Could I take the risk to love them?  By the time our group met on 
Wednesday, my heart had changed. 

(continued on next page) 
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I brought these thoughts to the group meeting on Wednesday night, and told 
them much the same thing that Kathryn had told me on Monday: Y’all don’t 
have to go.  But Kathryn and Tee are my friends.  I trust them and I want to 
stand by them as they stand with the Nicaraguans.  So I’m going. 
 

We went around the circle.  We discussed the risks and fears and hang-ups 
that we’d all been wrestling with.  To my surprise, everyone on the Sylva 
team landed at the same place: We’re in, too, they said.  Let’s trust our 
friends and trust the Lord and go to Nicaragua. 
 

I could hardly believe it.  A circle of friends resolved to stand together, to take 
a risk together, in the name of Jesus Christ.  Perhaps this is the agape love 
that 1 John 4 talks about. 
 

The next day, I heard from Tee and Kathryn that the trip had been postponed. 
   

The Young Life staff in Nicaragua canceled all summer trips in the interest of 
safety and simplification (as you can imagine, bringing North Americans into 
the country means they have to take a risk, too).  After all that wrestling, con-
versation, and prayer, the decision came from the Nicaraguans themselves: 
Now is not the right time.  How humbling is that?   
 

We often talk about the need for “discernment” in the church, about the 
need to seek the Lord’s will for our lives.  But isn’t this something we all 
struggle with?  True discernment, if we do it the right way, is really hard.  It 
takes time, prayer, community, and (hardest of all?) a willingness to give up 
control.  But this doesn’t mean it’s not worth doing; on the contrary, discern-
ment is crucial for our lives as Jesus’ disciples.  If we do it well, we should be 
constantly course-correcting by squaring our circumstances with Scripture 
and talking with trusted friends and bending the knee in prayer, all the while 
trusting that Christ is at work in our lives.   

(continued on next page) 
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DOLLARS AND CENTS 

If you have read the brochure about the Cornerstone Campaign or come to 
one of the open meetings presented by the Capital Needs Task Force then 
you know that there are some exciting times ahead for us at FPC Sylva.  The 
Task Force has examined our physical plant carefully and prayerfully and 
drawn out plans that will help us maintain and enhance the facilities God has 
given us to carry out His work in our community.  Making these plans           
requires vision and carrying them out requires faith and money.  In the weeks 
ahead, the Cornerstone Campaign Fundraising Task Force will be sharing 
ways that you can help through donations, pledges and memorials.  The   
overall cost is $300,000 – the more money we raise ahead of time the less we 
will have to borrow.  Over the past few years, we have been able to save 
$40,000 that we didn’t need for general expenses and we have $28,000 in 
our Capital improvement fund so that gives us a good start.  

Write Cornerstone on the memo line of your check or give on-line at 
www.sylvapres.org. 

 

Sometimes he shoves us, but most of the time he nudges us through the  
subtle touch of his Holy Spirit.  We just need to have the eyes and ears and 
hearts to notice him. 
 

Our journey with Nicaragua is not over.  Our team continues to stand with 
our brothers and sisters down there as they go through this very challenging 
season.  Will you risk standing with us too? 
 

http://www.sylvapres.org


CHILDREN’S MINISTRY UPDATE 

My what a hot summer it has been!  I hope it cools down instead of getting 

hotter!  Even with all the heat, I hope everyone has been enjoying some  

family time and moments to reflect on the goodness of our God.  One of my 

moments was vacation bible school!  We had an outstanding number of kids 

the second week of June; 96 to be exact!  Thank you, thank you, thank you to 

all those who helped!  We most definitely could not have done it without 

you. 

(continued on next page) 
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Here are a few dates to keep on the radar: 

 Sunday July 8th:  Our Youth Service Project will be POSTPONED as I am   

taking a much needed vacation that day!  Stay tuned for the new date! 

 

 Friday July 13th 6:00 PM:  Family Campfire Night!  Bring your kiddos for 

some campfire fun as we roast hotdogs and marshmallows.  This is a great 

time for simple family fellowship. 

 

 Friday August 17th 6:00 PM:  Family Game Night!  Bring a board game to 

share and come eat some pizza. 
 

Needs for the children's ministry: 

We are blessed to have new children coming once a month (it seems).  I love 

to see our church growing with the littlest of all God's children.  However, we 

now need help from our PARENTS of children in all areas of our children's 

ministry.  If you are a parent, would you consider volunteering for one aspect 

of the children's ministry (nursery, preschool, children's church) at least once 

every two montHs?  It would mean a lot to me and it would certainly mean a 

lot to your children.   

 

Need more information?  Contact me, Courtney Umphlett, 

at FPCSylvakids@gmail.com 
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PRESBYTERY UPDATE 

Your Presbytery Nominating/Representative, Sylvia Smythe, is seeking        

capable ruling elders and teaching elders and will willing laypersons to serve 

on various committees/commissions of the Presbytery.  

Qualifications include wisdom, collegiality, and a servant's heart.  

Responsibilities include monthly/quarterly meeting attendance and serving a 

3-year term. Compensation: wonderful friendships, purposeful                     

accomplishment, using your gifts.  

Know a ruling/teaching elder you would like to nominate? 

Send candidate's name, contact information, and home church information 

to: Sylvia Smythe (sylviasmythe728@yahoo.com).  

Or contact by phone or text 828-507-9531 for more information.  

DEACON UPDATE 

mailto:sylviasmythe728@yahoo.com
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NEW MEMBER! 

First Presbyterian Church family, let us welcome our new member:    

 

Carvel was born Nov. 7, 1926 in Oakland, Michigan. He grew up the son of a 
carpenter and lumber yard owner. He attended Michigan State University. 
Was a Boy Scout and Scout Master, was active in Jaycees, Habitat for         
Humanity, and church. He retired from Dow Chemical where he was an      
estimator and worked in cold storage. He spent his early career drafting and 
designing homes in the building industry. He and his late wife, Myrna, spent 
some 25 years of their 69 year marriage sailing the Great Lakes, and caring 
for their four daughters.  



COMMUNITY INFO 

 

All ladies are invited! 

Women's Community Bible Study will start a Fall Study on  

Wednesday, September 5.  

We will study Priscilla Schirer's "Armor of God." 

 

All day, every day, an invisible war rages around you. A devoted, devilish   

enemy seeks to wreak havoc on everything that matters to you. The enemy 

always fails miserably when he meets a woman dressed for the occasion. 

The Armor of God, more than merely a biblical description of  

the believer’s inventory, is an action plan for putting it on and developing a 

personalized strategy to secure victory. Join us for this 7-session Bible 

study!  

 

Women’s Community Bible Study is a non-denominational Bible Study open 

to all ladies. Childcare is provided. We meet from 9am – 10:30am at First 

Presbyterian Church. For more information, please contact Joyce Pope 

at joyce_pope@hotmail.com or 828-631-9496. 

 

Mark your calendars and plan to join us in the fall! 



July 2018 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

9a Christian Ed. 

9:45a Sunday 

School 

11a Worship 

Service 

2 

 

3 

9a Garden Club 

9:30a Watercolor 

3p Pilates 

4 

6:30p Family 

Night Supper 

5 

 

6 

3p Pilates 

 

7 

 

8 

8:45a Hospitality 

Comm. Mtg. 

8:45a Diaconate 

9:45a Sunday 

School 

11a Worship 

Service 

12:15p Finance 

Comm. Mtg. 

9 

11a-6p Courtney 

— Music Lesson 

6p Session 

10 

9:30a Watercolor 

9:30a-12p    

Courtney — Music 

Lesson 

3p Pilates 

7p Soaking Prayer 

11 

11a-6p Courtney 

— Music Lesson 

12 

**Blake —  

Out of office. 

11a-6p Courtney 

— Music Lesson 

7p Choir 

13 

**Blake —  

Out of office. 

3p Pilates 

6p Family Night 

14 

 

15 

9:45a Sunday 

School 

11a Worship 

Service 

16 

**Emily — Out of 

office  until 23rd.  

17 

9:30a Watercolor 

3p Pilates 

 

18 

10a Presbyterian 

Women’s    

Morning Circle 

 

19 

7p Choir 

20 

3p Pilates 

21 

22 

8:45a Mission 

Comm. Mtg. 

9:45a Sunday 

School 

11a Worship 

Service 

 

23 

**Blake — Out 

of office. 

11a-6p Courtney 

— Music Lesson 

24 

**Blake — 

 Out of office. 

9:30a Watercolor 

9:30a-12p    

Courtney — Music 

Lesson 

3p Pilates 

25 

**Blake —  

Out of office. 

11a-6p Courtney 

— Music Lesson 

 

26 

**Blake — 

 Out of office. 

11a-6p Courtney 

— Music Lesson 

7p Choir 

7p Jackson 

County Golf Club 

27 

3p Pilates 

28 

 

29 

9:45a Sunday 

School 

11a Worship 

Service 

30 

 

31 

9:30a Watercolor 

3p Pilates 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Emily will be out of the office the week of July 16th - 20th. There will be adjusted hours on 

her door where others are filling in while she’s gone. 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Call to Worship 

7/1  Cyndie Royce 

7/8 Pat Mikula 

7/15 Donna Mason 

7/22  

7/29 

 

Prayer  of  illumination / 

 scripture   reading 

7/15 Bob Porter 

 

 

Coffee Fellowship 
7/1 Tim & Barbara Boyer 

7/8 Betty Foti 

7/15 Jim & Julianna Gieser 

7/22 Blair & Joan Yount 

7/29 Tim & Barbara Boyer 

 

Flowers 
7/1 Moira Campbell 

7/8 Susan Blair 

7/15 Bruce & Judy Henderson 

7/22 Blair & Joan Yount 

7/29 Steve & Marlies Owens  
 

Ushers & Greeters 

7/1 - 7/29  Deacons 

 

Family  Night  Supper 
7/4 Fourth of July Cookout — Deacons 

If you can serve in any of the 

open spaces, please email or 

call the church office! Also, 

please be sure to sign-up for 

the next month! 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Birthdays 

7/1 - Moira Campbell 

7/2 - Melanie Tabor 

7/8 - Betty Foti 

7/11 - Ali Large  

7/14 - Roger Blunt 

7/14 - Ingrid Yount 

7/18 - Doug Reed 

7/21 - Anne Lane 

7/22 - Marlies Owens 

7/23 - Whitney Murajda 

7/25 - Debbie Woods 

7/26 - Hal Stockton 

7/27 - Amy Thompson 

7/27 - Joanne King 

7/29 - Paul Holt 

7/31 - Lisa Mingus  

 

 

 

 

 

Anniversaries 

7/5 - Tommy & Sarah Thompson 

7/17 - Michael & Katherine        

Collings 

7/21 - Ike & Margarette Kennerly 

7/26 - Diane & Don Herring 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like your birthday or    

anniversary listed in future            

newsletters, please send the              

information to Emily                             

in the church office. 


