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“Our mission is to make disciples who love Jesus 

Christ, love the church, and love their neighbors as 

themselves. We invite you to join us for weekly        

worship and special events throughout the year.” 



I was fortunate to grow up in a hiking family.  My parents have always enjoyed 

the outdoors and they shared that love with my siblings and me.  Now Erin and I 

are trying to do the same for our boys.  Last year, for example, I took Luke to 

hike Mount LeConte for the first time.  It’s not a short or an easy hike: 5.5 steep 

miles up make for sore shins and a tired back.  But we did it with no blisters and 

minimal complaints and were rewarded with stunning views from the         

mountaintop.  Luke even did some singing and skipping along the way. 

 

I like to think of the Christian faith as a hike.  It’s a common metaphor in church 

history – think of the image of a pilgrim, or Paul’s charge to “run the race with 

endurance.”  To be a Christian is not to be stationary, but mobile; not static, but 

dynamic.  We are all walking with Jesus on the journey of faith.  This journey has 

ups and downs and twists and turns.  Sometimes we’ll be in the darkest valley, 

and sometimes we’ll be in the light of the sun; sometimes we’ll have blisters 

and backaches, and sometimes we’ll be skipping and singing.  But Jesus is        

always there with us, leading us further up and further into kingdom life with 

his Father and the Holy Spirit.   

 

This month marks the beginning of the season of Lent.  The word Lent comes 

from the Old English word for “springtime” or “the lengthening of days.”  In the 

Christian calendar, this is the forty-day period before Good Friday and Easter 

Sunday, in which we Christians spend time in prayer and repentance while       

reflecting on what Jesus has done for us.   

 

(continued on next page)

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 



As Lent begins, I invite you to see yourself as a hiker, walking at God’s speed to the 

cross and empty tomb.  Think about what you need for the journey.  Should you 

“pick up” the practice of early morning devotional reading?  Should you make 

time once a week to fast and pray?  Should you volunteer your time to serve    

others at UCM or The Community Table?  Every hiker has a backpack… what 

should go in yours?  And then think about what you don’t need for the journey.  

Should you “throw off” the bad habits of sweets or salts or cigarettes?  Should you 

quit gossiping and instead write a note every day to someone for whom you are 

thankful?  Should you put your TV in the closet and your smartphone in the   

drawer and enjoy some quiet evenings by the fire with a friend or a book or your 

Bible?  Every hiker tends to over-fill their backpack… what do you need to ditch 

from yours?   
 

May we all have a blessed, holy, and meaningful Lent, trusting that Jesus guides the way. 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 



NICARAGUA MISSIONS UPDATE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our trip to Nicaragua is coming up March 18-23!  Our group consists of Blake 

Daniel, Toni Knott, and James and Judy McManus, plus Laury Brown Gonzalez 

and Jess Roughton from The Refuge Church in Dillsboro.  Together we will join 

friends from Arbor Dale and Newland Presbyterian Churches near Banner Elk, 

NC to meet with leaders of Young Life/Vida Joven in Nicaragua.  Please pray for 

us as we prepare to travel abroad, build relationships, and learn more about this     

exciting ministry to youth in Central America. 

 

CHURCH UPDATES 



TRANSITION HOUSE UPDATE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Several years ago, with the support of many FPC members, our church             

purchased the house at 10 Presbyterian Drive (immediately to the right of the 

Mary Jay Patten Center).  Since 2015, this “Transition House” has served as a 

home for recent graduates of Life Challenge of WNC, a local, non-profit,        

Christian ministry for women with life-controlling problems and addictions.  

Over the past four years, we have housed eight women, helping them transition 

to life on their own.  And at the end of February, we welcomed two more      

graduates, Devin and Mackenzie, as our newest residents. 

The Transition House is managed by a committee at our church, with Blair Yount 

currently serving as chairman.  If you are interested in serving on this            

committee, meeting Devin or Mackenzie, or learning more about Life Challenge, 

please contact Blair or Blake Daniel.  We would love to have you share with us in 

this mission! 

CHURCH UPDATES 



DOLLARS & CENTS 

                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I often borrow from the saying “it takes a village to raise a child” because there 
are so many pursuits in life that seem to “take a village”.   I know that my job as 
church treasurer is much more manageable since Amanda Woods Murajda has 
come on board as co-treasurer. I appreciate her accounting expertise and it is 
comforting to know that someone can do anything necessary when I am not 
here to do it. Grace Reed has been financial secretary for many years and has 

been faithfully posting contributions each week and doing various reports each 
month.  Recently the session has approved a new member to our team, Lynda 

Parlett, who can be Grace’s backup much like Amanda is mine. And we should all 
be grateful to our team of tellers who take turns counting the offering each 

week.  I thank God for our church and the “village” that supports our endeavors 
to serve Him. 

CHURCH UPDATES 



CHILDREN’S MINISTRY UPDATE 
 
 

Hi everyone!  Well, March has come and the cold has returned. I find it                

appropriate that the cold returns as we get ready to head into Lent. We need a 

reason to feel that things are coming. What better way than remembering the 

warmth and longing for it to return.  

 

We have many things coming up in the next few months. Check out our calendar 

below: 

Sunday, March 24th: Middle School Sunday School serves Coffee Fellowship 

Saturday, April 13th: Stations of the Cross for Families 10 am-12 pm. Breakfast 

served. Come experience the last days of Jesus through experiential and family 

friendly activities.  

Monday, June 10th - Friday, June 14th: Community Vacation Bible School  

 

 

We need HELPERS!   

We are currently searching for  

helpers for: 

Stations of the Cross 

VBS 

If you can help in any way, email me 

at FPCSylvakids@gmail.com 

 

 

CHURCH UPDATES 



CHURCH UPDATES 
DEACON UPDATE 

What are those Deacons up to? 
 

The deacons have been visiting the shut-ins, calling on the sick and Praying for 

those who are sick, healing and in need of prayer. 

 

We had a joint meeting of the Elders and Deacons at the home of David and    

Angie Noland on the 9th. New Deacons and Elders were introduced, and they 

told us about themselves and their journeys with, and to Christ. Blake led us in 

song and accompanied us with his guitar. Afterwards, Angie served us a delicious   

gourmet lunch. Thanks to the Noland’s for hosting. 

 

We are planning for our annual Easter Basket Project for the Black Mountain  

Children’s Home.  There will be about 34 Easter Baskets this year, so we hope you 

will be looking for the poster in the fellowship hall, which will be put out soon.  

There will be more information about this in upcoming emails and the bulletin. 
 

 

 

 

UNITED CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES 

 
 

The UCM products for February are anything GREEN.  

Any kind of green food, juice, detergent, or anything 

else you can come up with.  



CHURCH UPDATES 
HOSPITALITY UPDATE 

 

 

 

 

Here are some pictures from our Senior Luncheon that was hosted by the  

Hospitality Committee on Saturday, February 23rd. We had 20 seniors to attend! 

Thank you to all who attended the 

event and thank you to our  

Hospitality Committee for putting  

together, and hosting, this fun event!  

 

 



CHURCH UPDATES 
UPDATES ON THE MARY JAY PATTEN CENTER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We finally have a couple sunny days and the guys are hard at work on our Corner-
stone project at FPC. (Well, they never stopped working, but now they can work 
on the outside as well as the inside!) New developments include downstairs win-
dows, hardiplank siding, electrical wiring, and HVAC conduits. Next we will see the 
insulation go up, followed by drywall and the rest of the siding. 

The building with the new addition is called the Mary Jay Patten Center, named in 
memory of a beloved church member. It used to be the pastor’s house before it 
was converted into multi-purpose church space. Now, with the addition, it will be 
the site of staff offices, youth space, and classrooms.         
                                                                                                       (continued on next page)

 



CHURCH UPDATES 
UPDATES ON THE MARY JAY PATTEN CENTER 

CONT. 
 

It will feature a new entryway with an awning, ramp, and rebuilt staircase. (Notice, 
too, the improved expanded roof-line to match the roof on the new addition.) 
 

The church office will move into the main room of the Mary Jay Patten Center 
(which used to be a living room). From there, visitors can access other staff offices, 
including the new pastor’s office, during the week. The main section of the 
bottom floor will be designated youth space, with access to a kitchen, bathroom, 
and backyard. The upstairs will feature two new rooms, plus a bathroom. One 
room will be for Sunday School and other classroom use, while the other room 
will be for Session and committee meetings. An new elevator will ensure that   
everyone has access to these new facilities. Take a look at the pictures below, and 
visit www.sylvapres.org/cornerstone for more info and to give online! 

 

For more pictures and for the most recent updates on the Cornerstone Campaign, 
check our Blog: 

https://www.sylvapres.org/cornerstone


CHURCH UPDATES 

 Providing food, servers, and clean-up as    

necessary for food-related events at FPC, and 

utilizing the food call list for the food and 

servers as needed.  (Food events include 

meals for the sick or an extended illness; a 

meal or reception upon a death, at the birth 

of a child; at the Christmas Eve Reception. 

 Maintaining the “emergency supply” for 

Coffee Fellowship when no one signs up. 

 Taking note of newcomers at church         

functions, making sure they feel included, and 

following up with them. 

 Working with the Pastor and Administrative 

Assistant to improve the church website, 

church publications, and signage. 

COMMITTEES AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

As Presbyterians, we rely on committees to handle the day-to-day business of our 

church. Below is a list of our current committees along with their descriptions.  

If you would like more information, or to serve on a committee, please contact 

Emily Fields in the Church office or speak with each committee’s chairperson. 

Christian Education –  Committee Chair: Roger Murajda 

Responsible for designing and directing the Christian Education program at 

First Presbyterian Church. We aid with curriculum selection for Sunday 

School classes; to find and coordinate opportunities for teacher training 

within our community or in the larger Presbytery; and to plan and oversee 

the Christian Education budget.   

Finance – Committee Chair: David Noland 

Develops and monitors the annual church budget, raises the funds to finance 

the ministry and mission of First Presbyterian Church, and drafts, reviews, 

and updates church financial and operating policies.  

Hospitality – Committee Chair: Frances Hess 

The Hospitality committee is responsible for ensuring that our congregation 

is “practicing hospitality” (Romans 12:13) to all who enter our doors,        

welcoming them as Christ has welcomed all of us. Duties include:  

 

 

 

 

 

(continued on next page) 



CHURCH UPDATES 
COMMITTEES AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH CONT. 

Mission –  Committee Chair: Gloria Stockton 

Plans and conducts activities designed to help the congregation know and 

do the will of God in our community, country, and across the globe. The   

responsibilities of the committee include education, mission budget, and 

planning activities to involve the congregation in mission. 

Personnel – Committee Chair: Ali Large 

Responsible for hiring staff, providing equitable compensation for staff and 

evaluating the staff to ensure that, within the financial means of the 

church, the staffing levels are appropriate in accomplishing the  ministry 

and mission of First Presbyterian Church. 

Property – Committee Chair: James McManus 

We are responsible for all matters relating to the physical church plant,    

including improvements, maintenance, repairs, inventory, and insurance. 

Worship – Committee Chair: Tommy Thompson  

Advise the pastor and the session on the congregational worship at the 

church. Worship services include Sunday services, Christian holidays,     

weddings, and funerals.  The committee is also responsible for ordering 

worship materials such as hymnals and pew Bibles, and overseeing the  

History sub-committee 

Transition House — Committee Chair: Blair Yount 

Oversees the relationship between First Presbyterian Church and the    

Transition House (formerly called “Stone House”) owned by the church.  

This includes selecting residents and working with them for our mutual 

benefit. 



Guardian ad Litem Volunteers  

Guardian ad Litem is recruiting volunteers in Jackson County!  Guardian ad Litems 
(GALS) are court-appointed volunteers who serve abused and neglected children 
in the NC court system. GALs conduct independent investigations and advocate 
for the best interests of the child. A Guardian ad Litem serves as a child’s voice in 
court. If you have interest in becoming a volunteer and advocating for children, 
please visit volunteerforgal.org for additional information or contact Shannon 
Cowan at (828) 587-2087.  

 

 

Vacation Bible School 2019 

Mark your calendars! Our 2019 Vacation Bible School will be June 10-14 from 9am 
to 12pm at Bridge Park. More information and details are coming soon! 

 

 

A Thank You from the Women’s Community  

Bible Study 

To everyone at First Presbyterian Church, 
 

We are so grateful for your hospitality in hosting Women's Community Bible 
Study. Your graciousness allows us to open up bible study to more women, and 
more mothers with children, than ever before. I know I speak for each woman 

attending when I say thank you for allowing us the use of your space each week as 
we gather to study the Word. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Joyce Pope, Server, Women's Community Bible Study 

ANNOUCEMENTS 



 

Women’s Game Day & Transition House Shower 
 

Women  of FPC: You're 
invited to an afternoon 
of fun and games on 
Saturday, March 
9! Come enjoy an 
afternoon of              
fellowship from 2-4pm 
with the women of 
FPC. We have two new 
women moving into 
the Life Challenge 
Transition House 
(formerly, Stone 
House) in March - 
Devin and Mackenzie - 
and we'd like to 
"shower" them with 
some items as they 
graduate from the Life 
Challenge Program. As 
you're able, please bring a snack to share as well as an item from the list of     
suggested donations (see list on the next page, it is also posted in the Fellowship 
Hall). Please contact Beth Baxley (828-399-0735) or Erin Daniel (919-627-0191) 
with any questions.  

ANNOUCEMENTS 



ANNOUCEMENTS 



MARCH 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 
 

 

   

 

1 

11a H.S.  

Book Club 

3p Pilates 

2 

11a Life 

Challenge 

Graduation 

3 

8:45a Diaconate 

9a Christian Ed. 

9:45a Sunday 

School 

11a Worship   

Service 

 

4 

 

5 

9:30a Garden 

Club 

NO Watercolor 

3p Pilates 

 

6 

9a Women’s 

Community 

Bible Study 

5:30p Ash 

Wed. Worship 

6:30p Family 

Night Supper 

7:30p Choir 

7 

 

8 

11a H.S. 

Book Club 

3p Pilates 

 

9 

2p Women’s 

Came Day &  

Transition 

House 

Shower  

10 

8:45a Hospitality 

Comm. Mtg. 

9:45a Sunday 

School 

11a Worship   

Service 

12:15p Finance 

Comm. Mtg. 

11 

6p Session 

12 

9:30a Watercolor 

3p Pilates 

7p Soaking Prayer 

13 

7p Choir 

14 

8a Men’s 

Breakfast 

15 

11a H.S.  

Book Club 

3p Pilates 

16 

 

17 

9:45a Sunday 

School 

11a Worship   

Service 

18 

Blake — in   

Nicaragua 

(18th-23rd) 

Emily — out of 

the office 

(18th) 

19 

9:30a Watercolor 

3p Pilates 

 

20 

9a WC Bible 

Study 

10a PW’s 

Morning Circle 

@ home of 

Margaret 

Simpson 

7p Choir 

21 

7p PW’s    

Evening Circle 

@ FPC 

22 

11a H.S. 

Book Club 

3p Pilates 

23 

 

24 

8:45a Mission 

Comm. Mtg. 

9:45a Sunday 

School 

11a Worship   

Service 

25 26 

9:30a Watercolor 

3p Pilates 

7p Soaking Prayer 

27 

9a WC Bible 

Study 

7p Choir 

28 

7p Jackson 

County Golf 

Club Mtg. 

29 

11a H.S. 

Book Club 

3p Pilates 

30 

     31 9:45a Sunday School 

       11a Worship Service 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

If you can serve in any of the open spaces, please email or call the 

church office! Also, please be sure to sign-up for the next month! 

Call to Worship 

3/3 Cyndie Royce 

3/10 Pat Mikula 

3/17 Donna Mason 

3/24 Alisha Thomas 

3/31 

 

Prayer  of  illumination / 

 scripture   reading 

3/17 Bob Porter 

 

Coffee Fellowship 
3/3 Blair & Joan Yount 

3/10 Frank & Cyndie Royce 

3/17 Phil & Alisha Thomas  

3/24 Youth Sunday School 

3/31 Steve & Beth Baxley 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Flowers 
3/3 David & Jenny Porter 

3/10 Betty Foti 

3/17 Tom & Melanie Tabor 

3/24 Charles & Frances Hess 

3/31 Steve & Beth Baxley 

 

Ushers & Greeters 

3/3 Roger & Amanda Murajda, Toni Knott 

3/10  

3/17  

3/24  

3/31 

 

Family  Night  Supper 
3/6 Bruce & Judy Henderson, Mike & Melanie 

Johnson 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Birthdays 

3/7 — Drew Umphlett 

3/8 — Roger Murajda 

3/8 — Joan Yount 

3/13 — Karen Dean 

3/14 — Beth Baxley 

3/20 — Jeff Pope 

3/24 — Robby Hess 

3/25 — Steve Baxley 

3/26 — Robin Porter 

3/30 — Branch Pendry 

 

Anniversaries  

3/28 — Jim & Sylvia Smythe 

3/30 — Will & Besan Nash 

 

If you would like your birthday or anniversary listed in future         

newsletters, please send the information to Emily  in the church office. 


