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Recently I had the privilege of attending the national gathering of The        
Fellowship Community, a group of Christ-centered, biblically-rooted, mission-
minded leaders and congregations within the Presbyterian Church USA.  
(Some of you may be familiar with Presbyterians for Renewal; the Fellowship 
is a similar organization.) 
 
The national gathering took place at Peachtree Presbyterian Church in         
Atlanta, and its theme was “Come Together: Discipleship in a Divided Time.”  
Each speaker and activity focused on the theme of unity in the body of 
Christ.  For example… 
 
 Mark Labberton, president of Fuller Theological Seminary, challenged 

Christians to see themselves as living together in “exile” today rather than 
in the “promised land,” as was the case with ancient Israel under           
Babylonian rule in the Old Testament.  (I’ve purchased a copy of Mark’s 
book, Called, and placed it in our church library – take a look.) 

 Harvey Drake, pastor of Emerald City Bible Fellowship, spoke of the      
challenges and blessings of leading a multiethnic congregation in Seattle. 

 Michael Bruner, professor at Azusa Pacific University, led a workshop on 
the author Flannery O’Connor, who was able to speak the prophetic truth 
of the gospel in a culture of “weak-kneed religious sentiment” and 
“domesticated despair.” 

 Hope Lee, pastor of Kirkwood Presbyterian Church, taught about the gifts 
of women in the Bible and about the need for such gifts in today’s ministry 
climate. 

 

(continued on next page) 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 



 A visit to the Martin Luther King, Jr. Center in Atlanta reminded us of the 
legacy of Dr. King and the Civil Rights Movement, where faith in Jesus 
Christ led to tremendous social change for the better.  (I’ve written a bit 
more about this on our church blog, sylvapres.org/fpc-blog/) 

 
I don’t know about you, but it’s easy for me to feel discouraged and cynical in 
this cultural moment.  We live in a world of conflict.  We are so divided as a 
church.  We are so divided as a country.  We are so divided as persons.  Yet 
this conference gave me the space to slow down, to worship, and to be       
reminded by thoughtful speakers and like-minded friends that Jesus is Lord 
of heaven and earth.  And since that’s true, as the hymn reminds us, how can 
we keep from singing? 
 
I am so grateful to serve a church that values my professional development 
and education.  I look forward to having more conversations with you about 
the Fellowship Community and this important call for Christian unity in the 
midst of exile. 

 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

Eternal Flame from MLK, Jr. Center 

 

Mark Labberton, keynote speaker 



CAPITAL NEEDS UPDATE 
 

In 1988, after a four-year discernment process, members of First                 

Presbyterian Church of Sylva set about a major expansion project. This        

resulted in an extension of the Sanctuary and the addition of a fellowship 

hall, new Sunday School rooms, and a choir room. Now, thirty years later, we 

are facing additional needs and updates regarding our facilities. Last year, the 

session did a walkthrough of the church facilities, focusing on the main   

building and the Mary Jay Patten Center, to identify needed updates and   

various issues with space usage. This resulted in the formation of a task force 

to address the capital needs of our church. The task force started with the 

session’s list, added to it, and we have been working through strategies for 

meeting those needs while also ensuring that our plans align with the 

church’s mission to Love God, Love Each Other, and Love Our Neighbors. We 

have spent a lot of time thinking through the core functions of the church, 

planning spaces for each function, and collecting quotes for things like paint, 

carpet, and construction. 

 

Though we do not yet have a final plan, we wanted to give an update of our 

progress. Some of the needs we identified are basic updates such as fresh 

paint and new carpet in the Sanctuary and upstairs hallway and rooms. Other 

needs focus on our mission of hospitality, such as updating the kitchen with 

new appliances and paint and brightening the front hallway so it will be more 

welcoming. Just as in 1988, we find we are outgrowing some of our spaces. A 

growing group of growing children, as well as increased attendance in adult 

Sunday School classes, results in increased demand for space on Sunday... 

 

(continued on next page) 
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CAPITAL NEEDS UPDATE CONT. 
 

...mornings – as well as an impending need for youth group space. In order 

to provide this space, the task force proposed, and the session has already 

approved, moving all the administrative offices to the Mary Jay Patten     

Activity Center. The task force is also looking into an addition to the MJP 

Center to provide space for the youth group that we hope to have very 

soon. We are also proposing ways to make the second floor of the main 

church building more accommodating for our Sunday School classes; this 

proposal includes adding a bathroom on that floor. 

 

We are working on finalizing the plan and budget and will share that with 

the session and the congregation soon. Stay tuned for visual details and 

floor plans, as well as answers to questions like, Where will my [or my 

child’s] Sunday School meet? How exactly are you going to fit all the offices 

in that small building? Will this process interrupt our church services? How 

will we pay for this? In the meantime, if you have questions or suggestions, 

please feel free to contact me at doublehbuchanan@gmail.com, or talk to 

one of the other members of our task force: Frank Royce, Frances Hess, 

James McManus, Roger Murajda, Blair Yount, and Blake Daniel. 

 

CHURCH UPDATES 

mailto:doublehbuchanan@gmail.com


CHURCH UPDATES 

DEACON’S NEWS 

The Deacons met on Sunday,  February 4th.  

Deacons will once again be requesting Easter baskets for children at the Black 
Mountain Children's Home.  This year 26 baskets are needed. Additional      
information and sign up will be provided.   

As the Deacons could be any assistance to anyone in the church please fill 
free to let one of them know. 

 SESSION UPDATE — BLAKE DANIEL 

The Session met with the Diaconate for a Joint Meeting on Saturday, Feb. 10 

at the Noland home. We began our time with prayer and worship before 

hearing faith stories from our new elders and deacons. Following a delicious 

lunch provided by the Nolands, the Deacons were dismissed and the elders 

continued meeting. Items for discussion: 

 Capital needs and improvements (see Heidi's report in this newsletter). 

 Church safety and emergency preparedness (more information to come). 

 Vision-casting for the future.  (The elders were asked to answer two    

questions: What do you love about our church?  What do you long for for 

our church?) 
 

The Session and Diaconate continue to work hard in service to the Lord and 

his church.  



CHURCH UPDATES 
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY UPDATE 

March is always a tricky month here in the mountains.  Normally, towards 

the end of February, we get really beautiful weather.  And then, BAM,    

somewhere in March we get a huge snowstorm.  Since I have lived here, I 

have found it appropriate that our wayward weather often coincides with 

our season of Lent.  Pastor Blake mentioned in our Ash Wednesday service 

that Lent is a season of change.  Change is hard, even if it is good.  So, it is 

very appropriate that our weather is finicky during this season as I know 

most of our hearts are as well.  We are opening ourselves up to change and 

there are bound to be unforeseen storms.  But Easter is coming.  The change 

will be complete.  The tomb is empty.  All things are made new. 

 

How in the world do we begin to explain the depth of the Lenten and Easter 

season to our children?!?  I mean, Christmas is such an EASY holiday to ex-

plain to kids.  A baby was born.  Yey!  He was awesome and God's son and 

people had waited for him for a long time.  How do we begin to explain 

death, self denial, and the gravity of Easter to our children when the secular 

world has made it all about Easter eggs and cute bunnies (which I love.  Don't 

get me wrong.  One of the only candies I eat is only made at Easter time!) 

 

I found some unique ideas while perusing the internet.  Kids are very tactile 

learners.  They need physical items to understand abstract concepts.  Both of 

these ideas help bring Holy Week into perspective.  

 

          (continued on next page) 

 

 



CHURCH UPDATES 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY UPDATE CONT. 

A Holy Week Calendar (much like an Advent calendar) 

https://justagirlandherblog.com/easter-activity-for-kids/ 

 

A very popular idea:  Resurrection Eggs 

http://www.faithgateway.com/making-resurrection-eggs-easter-story/

#.WoTJnZM-cfE 

 

And, yes, I apologize those links are lengthy! 

 

Another way to help your family understand the happenings of Holy Week 

are to attend our Stations of the Cross on Saturday March 24th at 10 

AM.  This will be an interactive event that brings the last week of Jesus' life 

to life.  Families will experience Jesus entering Jerusalem, the Last Supper, 

praying at the garden, and the tomb.  We will also be serving a brunch after 

the event which will include special resurrection biscuits.  This event is free 

and open to the public.  So, please.  Invite your neighbor! 



DOLLARS AND CENTS 
There has been a lot of speculation about how the new income tax bill will 
affect non-profits.  This is largely because the raise in the standard deduction 
will mean that people who used to itemize on their taxes will no longer need 
to in order to save on what they owe the IRS.  It seems to me that the         
experts are making a huge assumption here – that people give in order to 
pay less federal tax.  I think people give to the Lord’s work at First Pres. Sylva 
out of love and gratitude regardless of the tax deduction.  (I always feel a bit 
uncomfortable about being rewarded by Uncle Sam for what I give to God.) 

   

In Matthew 22:21 Jesus said, “give to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God 
what is God’s.”  May we keep that in mind as we consider what our offerings 
will be.  

CHURCH UPDATES 

OFFICE UPDATE 

If you did not get a 2018 Church Directory, but would like one, please email 

me, Emily, in the church office and I will have one printed for you. Also, don’t 

forget about the sign-up sheets for 2018 in the Fellowship Hall. Summer is 

sneaking up on us quickly, and most (if not all) of the summer sign-up dates 

are empty! Let’s get them filled in and ready.  

 

Always be sure to check the ‘announcement’ section at the end of the   

Newsletter to see the spaces open for that month! 



CHURCH UPDATES 
UCM UPDATE 

 

The UCM item for February has a “GREEN” theme. 

Any green food, laundry or dish detergent, or personal care items 

 would be greatly appreciated.  



Committees at First Presbyterian Church 

As Presbyterians, we rely on committees to handle the day-to-day business 

of our church.  Below is a list of our current committees along with their    

descriptions.   

If you would like more information, or to serve on a committee, please    

contact Emily Fields in the Church office or speak with each committee’s 

chairperson. 

 

Christian Education –  Committee Chair: Roger Murajda 

Responsible for designing and directing the Christian Education program 

at First Presbyterian Church. We aid with curriculum selection for      

Sunday School classes; to find and coordinate opportunities for teacher 

training within our community or in the larger Presbytery; and to plan 

and oversee the Christian Education budget.   

Finance – Committee Chair: David Noland 

Develops and monitors the annual church budget, raises the funds to   

finance the ministry and mission of First Presbyterian Church, and drafts, 

reviews, and updates church financial and operating policies.  

Hospitality – Committee Chair: Frances Hess 

The Hospitality committee is responsible for ensuring that our            

congregation is “practicing hospitality” (Romans 12:13) to all who enter 

our doors, welcoming them as Christ has welcomed all of us. Duties     

include:  

(continued on next page) 
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CHURCH VOLUNTEERING 
Committees at First Presbyterian Church Cont. 

Providing food, servers, and clean-up as necessary for food-related 

events at FPC, and utilizing the food call list for the food and     

servers as needed.  (Food events include meals for the sick or an 

extended illness; a meal or reception upon a death, at the birth of 

a child; at the Christmas Eve Reception.) 

Maintaining the “emergency supply” for Coffee Fellowship when 

no one signs up. 

Taking note of newcomers at church functions, making sure they 

feel included, and following up with them. 

Working with the Pastor and Administrative Assistant to improve 

the church website, church publications, and signage. 

Mission –  Committee Chair: Betty Foti 

Plans and conducts activities designed to help the congregation know 

and do the will of God in our community, country, and across the globe. 

The responsibilities of the committee include education, mission budget, 

and planning activities to involve the congregation in mission. 

Personnel – Committee Chair: Ali Large 

Responsible for hiring staff, providing equitable compensation for staff 

and evaluating the staff to ensure that, within the financial means of 

the church, the staffing levels are appropriate in accomplishing the  

ministry and mission of First Presbyterian Church. 

 

(continued on next page) 



Committees at First Presbyterian Church Cont. 

Property – Committee Chair: James McManus 

We are responsible for all matters relating to the physical church 

plant, including improvements, maintenance, repairs, inventory, and 

insurance. 

Worship – Committee Chair: Tommy Thompson  

Advise the pastor and the session on the congregational worship at 

the church. Worship services include Sunday services, Christian      

holidays, weddings, and funerals.  The committee is also responsible 

for ordering worship materials such as hymnals and pew Bibles, and 

overseeing the History sub-committee 

Transition House — Committee Chair: Mary Gelbaugh 

Oversees the relationship between First Presbyterian Church and the 

Transition House (formerly called “Stone House”) owned by the 

church.  This includes selecting residents and working with them for 

our mutual benefit. 

CHURCH VOLUNTEERING 



COMMUNITY INFO 

Mission Trip to Nicaragua 

Over the years, our congregation has been in partnership with two ministries 

in the Central American country of Nicaragua: Young Life (AKA "Vida Joven") 

and Presbyterian Reformed Ministries International (PRMI).  Several months 

ago I announced that we have been invited to travel to Nicaragua to serve 

with Vida Joven alongside friends from Arbor Dale Presbyterian Church in 

Banner Elk, NC.  Now, I am pleased to report that a team from our church has 

been formed and is planning to go on June 23-30, 2018!  The team members 

are: Laury Brown Gonzalez, Katie Hutchinson, Toni Knott, James and Judy 

McManus, Jessica Roughton (member of Refuge Church in Dillsboro), and 

myself.  We will be visiting the main Vida Joven property and sharing in youth 

ministry in the nearby community.   

 

As is usually the case with such trips, our needs are twofold: We need your 

prayers and we need your financial support.  In the next few months we will 

be sending out more information regarding both needs.  Please be on the 

lookout for further updates, and in the meantime, feel free to speak with me 

or my teammates about this exciting opportunity to build relationships in the 

body of Christ. 
 



Heritage Christian Academy  

Opportunity Scholarship  

 

We received this information from Cari Gamble, Preschool Director at Herit-
age Christian Academy. Feel free to check it out, as well as the flyer           
containing additional information on the next page. 

 

To Whom it May Concern, 

I work for Heritage Christian Academy, a private, Christian school in            
Sylva.  We are trying to get the word out about the NC Opportunity         

Scholarship that provides tuition assistance to children who qualify.  This   
program would allow kids to attend Heritage Christian Academy tuition free 
if they meet the guidelines.  I have attached our flyer that gives most of the 
information.  If you feel that this info would benefit your congregation, we 
would love for you to send it out to them.  They can call our office if they 

would like more info @ 828.631.3835.   
 

They can also visit www.schoolchoiceNC.org/qualifynow   
 

Thanks so much,  
 

 

COMMUNITY INFO 

tel:(828)%20631-3835
http://www.schoolchoicenc.org/qualifynow




Second Century of Hope — 

Campaign Update  

Matching Gift Opportunity 
 

Help Outfit the Training Kitchen Funds 

raised   to date = $2 million+ of our $3.5 

million goal. We're gearing up to launch 

the Culinary Arts track as the first youth 

training opportunity in our                  

Apprenticeship Program. Our primary 

need right now is to outfit the  Training 

Kitchen at West Campus. We need     

appliances, furnishings (like sinks and vent hoods), teaching materials, 

cooking supplies, and safety equipment.  An anonymous donor has 

stepped forward and offered to cover up to HALF of the $60,000 needed if 

we can raise the other half. That means we need to raise $30,000 by April 

15, 2018. Will you help us? Here are some ways you can help: 

 Make an additional contribution specifically for the kitchen.  

 Share this need with friends and family who might be able to help. You 

can even bring them out for a tour. Call Sarah Thomas or Tom Campbell 

at 828-686-3451 to set up a visit.  

 Arrange for staff to give a ministry and campaign presentation to your 

church or community group so we can share this need. Wednesday 

night suppers work great! 

 828-686- 3451 | info@blackmountainhome.org| www.BlackMountainHome.org 

COMMUNITY INFO 



March 2018 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

 

2 

3p Pilates 

3 

 

4 

8:45a Diaconate 

9a Christian Ed 

9:45a Sunday 

School 

11a Worship 

Service 

5 

 

6 

9a Garden Club 

9:30a Watercolor 

3p Pilates 

 

7 

6:30p Family 

Night Supper 

7:30p Choir 

8 

 

9 

3p Pilates 

10 

 

11 

8:45a Hospitality 

Comm. Mtg. 

9:45a Sunday 

School 

11a Worship 

Service 

12:15p Finance 

Comm. Mtg. 

12 

6pm Session 

13 

9:30a Watercolor 

3p Pilates 

 

14 

9a Women’s 

Community Bible 

Study 

7p Choir 

15 

 

16 

3p Pilates 

17 

*Fellowship 

Hall reserved 

for an event.* 

18 

9:45a Sunday 

School 

11a Worship 

Service 

 

19 20 

9:30a Watercolor 

3p Pilates 

21 

9a WC’s Bible 

Study 

10a Presbyterian 

Women’s     

Morning Circle 

7p Choir 

22 

8a Men’s  

Breakfast 

7p PW’s 

Evening Circle 

 

23 

3p Pilates 

24 

10a Stations 

of the Cross 

Event 

25 

8:45a Mission 

Comm. 

9:45a Sunday 

School 

11a Worship 

Service 

26 

 

27 

9:30a Watercolor 

3p Pilates 

28 

9a WC’s Bible 

Study 

7p Choir 

29 

6p Maundy 

Thursday —

Dinner &  

Worship 

30 

3p Pilates 

31 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Acolyte 

3/4  Olivia Collings 

3/11 Aleah Murajda 

3/18  

3/25 Whitney Murajda 
 

Call to Worship 

3/4 Cyndie Royce 

3/11 Pat Mikula 

3/18 Donna Mason 

3/25  

 

Coffee Fellowship 
3/4 Betty Painter 

3/11 Jim & Sylvia Smythe 

3/18 Roger & Amanda Murajda  

3/25  James & Judy McManus 

 
 

Prayer  of  illumination / 

 scripture   reading 

3/18 Bob Porter 

 

 

Flowers 
3/4 David & Jenny Porter 

3/11 Tom & Melanie Tabor 

3/18  

3/25  Jim & Sylvia Smythe 
 

Ushers & Greeters 

3/4 Roger & Amanda Murajda,                    

Mary Gelbaugh 

3/11 Jim & Sylvia Smythe, Frank Royce 

3/18 Jim & Sylvia Smythe, Frank Royce 

3/25  

 

Family  Night  Supper 
3/7  Livingston & Linda Kelley, Donna Mason, 

Frank & Cyndie Royce 

3/29 Ali Large & Judy Henderson 

 

  

 

 

If you can serve in any of the 

open spaces, please email or 

call the church office! 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

March Birthdays 

3/7 — Drew Umphlett 

3/8 — Roger Murajda 

3/8 — Joan Yount 

3/13 — Karen Dean 

3/14 — Beth Baxley 

3/20 — Jeff Pope 

3/24 — Robbie Hess 

3/25 — Steve Baxley 

3/26 — Robin Porter 

 

March Anniversaries  

3/11 — Joe & Charlotte Cowan 

3/28 — Jim & Sylvia Smythe 

3/30 — Will & Besan Nash 

 

**If you would like your birthday or anniversary listed in future newsletters, 

please send the information to Emily in the church office. 


