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This is the feast of fire, air, and water 
Poured out and breathed and kindled into earth. 

The earth herself awakens to her maker 
And is translated out of death to birth. 

The right words come today in their right order 
And every word spells freedom and release. 

Today the gospel crosses every border 
All tongues are loosened by the Prince of Peace... 

- Malcolm Guite, “Pentecost” 
 
 
I say this every year: Spring is my favorite season.  I find few things more 
beautiful than the reemergence of life after a long, hard winter in the    
mountains.  Not only do we see this beauty in God’s creation – grass 
sprouting up, trees budding, flowers blooming – but we see this in God’s 
church, as our members come out of their shells, summer visitors return, and 
the Lord breathes new life upon us.  It’s no wonder that this season            
culminates with Pentecost and Trinity Sunday at the end of May.  Both are 
holy days that help us contemplate the deep beauty of our God who breaks 
into this messy world to bring freedom and release. 
 
As May begins, I encourage you to pay attention to several events coming up 
in the life of our congregation.  In particular, I hope you will join us for our 
Nicaragua-themed Family Night Supper on Wednesday, May 2 at 6:30pm.  
This will be a great opportunity to learn more about our upcoming mission 
trip to Nicaragua, to meet our team members, and to show your support.  
Bring a friend!   

(continued on next page) 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 



Finally, please be in prayer for our Capital Needs Task Force as they finalize 
decisions about building improvements and renovations.  Once their plan is 
in place, they will bring it to the Session for approval before presenting it to 
the congregation.  As you might expect, there will be significant costs           
associated with this plan, so be on the lookout for further information         
regarding financial giving and stewardship. 
 
It is a joy to continue to serve in ministry beside you.  If you need anything, 
please let me know.

Memorial Day Weekend Pulpit Swap 

On May 27 there will be a “Pulpit Swap” between the Presbyterian churches 
in Sylva, Bryson City, and Franklin. Blake will be preaching in Franklin. Any 
church members from Sylva who wish to join him are welcome to do so 

(please let Blake know)! Tempe Fussell will be preaching in Bryson City and 
Terry Hanna will be preaching for us in Sylva. We will have our "Celebrate the 

Gifts of Women" service here in Sylva.  
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NICARAGUA UPDATE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

As you may know, our church is sending a group to Nicaragua from June 23-
30, 2018.  We will be joined by members from churches in Dillsboro,         
Newland, and Banner Elk, NC.  We will be working with a student ministry 
called Young Life (or “Vida Joven” in Spanish) in the town of Esteli, where we 
will stay with local families and complete work projects before traveling to a 
Young Life camp in the mountains of Jinotega.  Throughout this, we will build 
relationships with Young Life leaders, spend time with their youth, and learn 
more about what God is doing in Nicaragua. 
 
Our goal for this trip is one of mutual benefit.  In contrast to other mission or 
work trips, we hope to come alongside the leaders who are already there so 
that we might serve with them and learn from them.  If God gives us the     
opportunity to share with them or teach them, great!  Regardless, we hope to 
show a posture of curiosity, humility, and love as we enter another culture.  In 
a world of so much division, inside and outside the church, I for one am    
looking forward to the opportunity to build bridges and make surprising 
friendships among people very different than me.  

(continued on next page) 

The Sylva Nicaragua 

Team, from left to right: 

James McManus, Judy 

McManus, Jess Roughton 

(The Refuge Church), 

Blake Daniel, Toni Knott, 

Laury Brown Gonzalez 

(The Refuge Church); Not    

pictured: Katie Hutchinson 



FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

As a team, we would love your financial support.  Each team member needs 
to raise $1,600 to cover the costs of travel, room, and board.  We have      
several group fundraising events scheduled, but we are also looking for        
individual donations to offset the cost.  To give, simply write a check to First 
Presbyterian Church and put “Nicaragua” in the memo line. 
 
In addition, we would love your prayerful support.  Paying for the trip is one 
thing, but traveling with the confidence that friends, family members, and 
brothers and sisters in Christ are praying for us is even more important.  I will 
be sending out particular prayer requests as the travel date approaches.  
Would you pray for us as we prepare, visit, and return? 
 
I am so grateful for a church with a global perspective; thank you for your 
support thus far, and for your support to come. 
 



CHURCH COMMUNITY INVOVLEMENT 

Jackson County Special Olympics 

FPC was happy to help at the Jackson County Special Olympics on April 18!  



CHURCH UPDATES 
SESSION UPDATE 

The Session met on Monday, April 9th. A few updates: 

 We approved the repainting of the sanctuary. This was done the week of 
April 23rd and did not disrupt Sunday worship. We hope you enjoy the 
fresh new look!  

 The Capital Improvements Task Force hopes to present their plan to the 
Session at the May 14 meeting. 

 UKirk in Cullowhee is in the process of hiring the new campus minister. 

WHAT IS THE SESSION READING? 
 

This year our elders are studying the 
book Liturgy of the Ordinary: Sacred    
Practices in Everyday Life, by Tish         
Harrison Warren.  We’d love for you to 
read along with us.  (It has a picture of a 
peanut butter and jelly sandwich on the 
cover.  What’s not to like?)   
 
A copy is available in the church library, 
or you can order your own from City 
Lights Bookstore. 



CHILDREN’S MINISTRY UPDATE 

Wow! Can you believe we are almost at the end of another school year?! I 

feel like we just got started! Of course, we have some great events coming up 

for you (but none of them are in May).  

 

Mark your calendars: 

 Sunday June 3rd 11am: We will welcome our confirmands into our 

church family! 

 Monday, June 11th - Friday, June 15th 9am-12pm: Community VBS - We 

need VOLUNTEERS! You can commit to the whole week or just a day. We 

need help in all areas. If you want to help, please email me 

at FPCSylvakids@gmail.com. 

 

Be on the lookout for special nights throughout the summer. This will be a 

time for parents and children to spend time in fellowship together.  

Also, thank you to everyone who attend our “Souper” Bowl Luncheon! It was 

an outstanding success! Our cart was filled the brim with soup and we         

received a lot of monetary donations as well!  

 

Thank you for your service to our church!  

 

Check out the next page for pictures                                                                         

from our “Souper” Bowl Luncheon on April 8th! 
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“Souper” Bowl Luncheon 



DOLLARS AND CENTS 
 

You may have noticed that April 22nd was Earth Day.  Everywhere you looked 
you could see evidence of it from the many blurbs showing up on social    
media and the newspaper, to the crews around town and creek side stuffing 
junk into giant orange plastic bags. (I wonder if the bags are biodegradable.) 
God gave us a beautiful world to live in and I know that we all enjoy      
watching the seasons change, the flowers bloom and the vegetables grow.  I 
personally think I could do a better job taking care of the world especially 
when it comes to how much I cart to the garbage and recycling center every 
week. Yes I recycle but it would be better to buy less that needs to be          
recycled.  

 

I think our church could do a better job in this respect also. Margaret     
Simpson and now Pat Mikula are the folks who take our recycling to the SRC 
for us. But somehow we manage to fill 3 or 4 garbage cans of trash each 
week. What would it cost us in time and energy to be a “green” church?  We 
aim to be good stewards of the money God brings to the church. Can we be 
good stewards of our stuff too? I’m sure the Session will be open to           
suggestions.    
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN UPDATE 

The Church World Service wrote in 2017,there have been many natural      

disasters throughout the world, and here in the United States. Many request 

were received from nonprofits agencies that needed material resources,     

including CWS Blankets, to help with their ministries. The blankets funds that 

our congregation gave help provide for blankets to be sent to 18 states and 7 

countries. The Presbyterian Women will be sponsoring the Blanket Offering 

on May 27, 2018 during the worship service. One of the writers for CWS 

said, "Being the hands of Christ is what I have tried to show. You are Jesus 

thought your actions, not just your words.” $10.00 will buy a blanket. One 

suggestion to consider is to give $10.00 for each blanket in you home or on 

your bed. A blanket is  an important resource for someone needing support, 

love and warmth. Please make any checks out to Church World Services. 

UCM UPDATE 

 

United Christian Ministries needs  

toilet paper, soup, coffee, and canned fruit.  

 

As always, we can we can use any type of nonperishable food, household or 

personal items such as detergent for dishes or laundry. 



 

MAY lookouts 
 

Bibles, Books and Blessings Alum 

There are two new Christian Fiction offerings                                                            
now available in the church library. 

 

Lorena McCourtney has written the first in her new Mac’n’Ivy mystery      
series called, Something Borrowed, Something Blue.  Her last book in the Ivy 
Malone Mysteries, Go, Ivy, Go, is only available on Kindle but if you have one 

it is worth the read. 

The other book is the latest from Ann Ross Miss Julia Raises the Roof. Ms. 
Ross is a lady who lives in Hendersonville and through her Miss Julia has a 
way of poking fun at life as a Presbyterian while giving hints at how to live 

life for the Lord.   

 

If you would be interested in resuming our book club,  

please let Jae Crawford of Judy Henderson know. 

COMMUNITY INFO 
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May 2018 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  

 

1 

9a Garden Club 

9:30a Watercolor 

3p Pilates 

2 

9a Women’s 

Community Bible 

Study 

6:30p Family 

Night Supper 

7:30p Choir 

3 

 

4 

3p Pilates 

 

5 

 

6 

8:45a Diaconate 

9a Christian Ed. 

9:45a Sunday 

School 

11a Worship 

Service 

7 

 

8 

9:30a Watercolor 

3p Pilates 

 

9 

9a WC’s Bible 

Study 

7p Choir 

10 

8a Men’s  

Breakfast 

11 

3p Pilates 

12 

*Fellowship 

Hall          

reserved for 

an event.* 

13 

8:45a Hospitality 

Comm. Mtg. 

9:45a Sunday 

School 

11a Worship 

Service 

12:15p Finance 

Comm. Mtg. 

14 

6pm Session 

15 

9:30a Watercolor 

3p Pilates 

 

16 

10a Presbyterian 

Women’s    

Morning Circle 

7p Choir 

17 

7p Presbyterian 

Women’s     

Evening Circle 

18 

3p Pilates 

19 

20 

9:45a Sunday 

School 

11a Worship 

Service 

21 22 

9:30a Watercolor 

3p Pilates 

23 

7p Choir 

24 

8a Men’s  

Breakfast 

7p Jackson 

County Golf Club 

25 

3p Pilates 

26 

 

27 

8:45a Mission 

Comm. Mtg. 

9:45a Sunday 

School 

11a Worship 

Service 

 

28 

 

29 

9:30a Watercolor 

3p Pilates 

30 

7p Choir 

31  

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Acolyte 

5/6 

5/13 Olivia Collings 

5/20  

4/27 
 

Call to Worship 

5/6  Cyndie Royce 

5/13 Pat Mikula 

5/20 Donna Mason 

5/27 

 

Coffee Fellowship 
5/6  

5/13 Ali Large, Rady Large 

5/20  

5/27 Children & Youth 
 

Prayer  of  illumination / 

 scripture   reading 

5/20 Bob Porter 

 

 

 

Flowers 
5/6 Pat Newman 

5/13 David & Jenny Porter, Ali Large  

5/20 Will & Besan Nash 

5/27 Hal & Gloria Stockton 
 

Ushers & Greeters 

5/6 Nancy Zachmann, David Porter, Mary   

Gelbaugh 

5/13 Nancy Zachmann, Besan Nash, Jenny 

Porter 

5/20 Nancy Zachmann, David Porter, Jenny 

Porter 

5/27 Nancy Zachmann, Besan Nash, Jenny 

Porter 

Family  Night  Supper 
5/2 Nicaragua Team, Donna Mason 

If you can serve in any of the 

open spaces, please email or 

call the church office! Also, 

please be sure to sign-up for 

the next month! 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

April Birthdays 

5/7 — Grace Reed 

5/14 — Barbara Boyer 

5/15 — Jacob Bauknecht 

5/18 — Isaac Daniel 

5/22 — Sara Beth Sanders 

5/22 — Mary Gelbaugh 

5/22 — Barry Woods 

5/23 — Heather Gregory 

5/25 — Jesse Bauknecht 

5/28 — Aleah Murajda 

5/30 — Doug Oxford 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April Anniversaries 

5/7 — Steve & Pat Mikula 

5/14 — Kelder & Heather 

Monar 

5/14 — Lew & Dorothy Farmer 

5/17 — Will & Amanda  

Murajda 

5/20 — Gerald & Karen  

Lindsay 

5/27 — Hal & Gloria Stockton 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like your birthday or    

anniversary listed in future            

newsletters, please send the              

information to Emily in the church 

office. 


