


This is my favorite time of year.  That wasn’t the case before I moved to  Sylva (I 

used to prefer fall), but there is something about enduring a   mountain winter 

that makes me appreciate spring like never before.  I reflected on this as my   

family and I walked around the Greening Up the Mountains festival recently.  

New life, new growth, and new opportunities burst forth and dispelled the   

colder temperatures and darker days.  It was like the whole town had come 

alive, its energy reflecting the leaves “greening up” the mountainsides.  And I 

smiled as I saw our church in the middle of it all, cars in the parking lot, grass 

freshly cut, the wooden cross draped in white. 

 

We recently celebrated the holy day of Easter, proclaiming the good news of   

resurrection in word and song.  Wasn’t it beautiful?  I was especially delighted to 

co-lead the Sunrise service with Sylva First United Methodist; thank you to all 

who came and who helped make it possible.  (I was told that a possum even 

came out to greet us, maybe confusing Easter with Groundhog’s Day?)   

 

The next holy day is Sunday, June 4, when we commemorate the Holy Spirit’s 

arrival on Pentecost and continued presence in our lives.  Despite the troubles 

that surround us in our world, our country, and our hearts, these are hopeful 

times.  Why?  Because we live in the midst of God’s victory: Christ has risen!  

And he has poured out his Spirit on us to give us faith amidst challenges, to bind 

us together in fellowship, and to send us out in mission.  What could be more life

-giving than that? 

 

I encourage you to consider how you can play a part of what God is doing in our  

congregation as we move into May and deeper into Spring.  This is a time of 

newness.  How is God calling you to make a new commitment to our              

congregation?  How is God calling us, as a congregation, to make a new        

commitment to our community?  Take some time to reflect on this, and let me 

know what you hear. 



Yours in Christ,  

Blake 

 

P.S. – Thank you all for your prayers over me and my family as we welcomed our son, Asa 

Jordan Daniel, into the world at the end of February.  I’m proud to report that he’s now 2 

months old and doing great.  We are so grateful for your love and support. 

–

Most of you know I’ve been preaching through the Sermon on the Mount 

(Matthew 5-7) for a few months.  There are so many terrific commentaries on 

these three chapters.  My favorite is a book by Dietrich Bonhoeffer called The 

Cost of Discipleship.  (Some of you came to our study of Bonhoeffer’s book Life To-

gether last fall; I highly recommend this book as a follow-up.)  Since this book has 

been so helpful to me, I wanted to share with you an excerpt (with my emphases 

added).  May we be people of costly grace.  Happy reading! 

………………………………………. 

Cheap grace is the deadly enemy of our Church. We are fighting today for 

costly grace… Cheap grace means the justification of sin without the justification 

of the sinner.  Grace alone does everything they say, and so everything can re-

main as it was before.  ‘All for sin could not atone.’  Well, then, let the Christian 

live like the rest of the world, let him model himself on the world’s standards in 

every sphere of life, and not presumptuously aspire to live a different life under 

grace from his old life under sin… 

Cheap grace is the grace we bestow on ourselves. Cheap grace is the preaching 

of forgiveness without requiring repentance, baptism without church disci-

pline, Communion without confession, absolution without personal confes-

sion.  Cheap grace is grace without discipleship, grace without the cross, grace 

without Jesus Christ, living and incarnate. 



Costly grace is the treasure hidden in 

the field; for the sake of it a man will 

gladly go and sell all that he has.  It is the 

pearl of great price to buy for which the 

merchant will sell all his goods.  It is the 

kingly rule of Christ, for whose sake a 

man will pluck out the eye which causes 

him to stumble; it is the call of Jesus 

Christ at which the disciple leaves his 

nets and follows him. 

Costly grace is the gospel which must be 

sought again and again and again, the 

gift which must be asked for, the door at 

which a man must knock.  Such grace is 

costly because it calls us to follow, and 

it is grace because it calls us to follow 

Jesus Christ.  It is costly because it costs a man his life, and it is grace because 

it gives a man the only true life.  It is costly because it condemns sin, and 

grace because it justifies the sinner.  Above all, it is costly because it cost God the 

life of his Son: “Ye were bought at a price,” and what has cost God much cannot 

be cheap for us.  Above all, it is grace because God did not reckon his Son too 

dear a price to pay for our life, but delivered him up for us. Costly grace is the 

Incarnation of God. 

Costly grace is the sanctuary of God; it has to be protected from the world, and 

not thrown to the dogs.  It is therefore the living word, the Word of God, which 

he speaks as it pleases him.  Costly grace confronts us as a gracious call to follow 

Jesus.  It comes as a word of forgiveness to the broken spirit and the contrite 

heart.  Grace is costly because it compels a man to submit to the yoke of Christ 

and follow him; it is grace because Jesus says: “My yoke is easy and my burden 

is light.” 

- Dietrich Bonhoeffer, The Cost of Discipleship  (Touchstone, 1959), pp. 43-45 



 

The session met on Sunday, April 9 at 8:45AM. We discussed various events 

such as Holy Week and the upcoming Spring Clean-Up Day. We are exploring 

Christian hospitality as part of our book study (Norman Wirzba's The Way of 

Love) and committed to wearing our name tags during Sunday morning   

worship and to be sure to introduce ourselves to visitors -- all  members are 

encouraged to join us! 

“ ”
 

We often think about our stewardship of the money that comes in each month.  We 

are thankful for the generosity of those who help us be Church here at FPC Sylva. 

But the resources God has given to us as individuals and as a congregation far       

exceed what can be placed in the plate.  God wants us individually to be good   

stewards of our time and talents as well.  And he expects us to take care of the earth 

He created. So I have some questions for you to ponder and pray about.  

 

Do you have the gift of teaching?  Vacation Bible School is coming up. 

Are you good with a paintbrush?  Our Sunday school rooms could use a spruce. 

Do you have a green thumb?  The church outdoor workday is Saturday, May 13th. 

Do you have any extra time on your hands? Our shut-ins would love a visit. 

And what about the church as a whole?  

Are we using too many paper products that can’t be recycled? You could help wash dishes 

after Family Night Supper. 

Are we using too much energy to heat or cool?  I don’t have a clue what to do about that.  

If you have ideas you would like to share about how we can be better stewards of all 

God has given to us, let me know and I will spread the word. 

 

In His Service, 

Judy Henderson, Co-treasurer 



 

Oh my goodness!  I cannot believe that May is already here!  The weather has been 

so beautiful lately which means summer is right around the corner!  This summer 

will be a time of reflecting and updating for the children's ministry.  We will be 

looking at curriculum, space, and programming for our children's upcoming school 

year.  With this in mind, the Christian  Education committee and I have put           

together a survey for ALL church people to fill out.  It is NOT just for children.  It is 

for every single person involved in our church family.   

There are two ways you can complete the survey: 

1.  Pick up a hard copy outside of the sanctuary where the name tags are        

located.  Fill it out and return it to my mailbox. 

2.  Fill it out online at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/QVZHQ62(Sorry that 

is a long and complicated web address....my technology skills only go so far). 

We want to hear from you to find out your concerns and praises of the current 

Christian Education system here at First. Please fill out your survey by        

May 15th. 

 

The last and first time the children served coffee fellowship was such an amazing 

success that we will be doing it again!  If you are a parent, please consider having 

your family donate one of the following items for coffee fellowship on May 21st. 

*Cheese its or Chex mix 

*Cookies 

*Brownies 

*Muffins or something similar 

*Juice 

(You can let me know what you would like to donate by emailing me at                      

FPCSylvakids@gmail.com.) 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/QVZHQ62
mailto:FPCSylvakids@gmail.com


Last but not least, summer time means VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL!  Mark 

your calendars.  Community VBS with First Baptist and St. John's will be June 

12th-16th.  We are currently looking for helper.  Please see the super hero       

announcement in the newsletter for information on how you can help. 

Whew!  Lots going on with the children here at First!  Can't wait to see how it 

all goes. 

 

Courtney Umphlett 

The Deacons put together eight college exam bags for the students that will be 

studying for their final exams within the next week. 

 

The Easter Baskets were completed and David and Jenny Porter delivered them to 

Black Mountain Home for Children on Wednesday April 12th. Everyone at Black 

Mountain Home for Children were all very thankful for our church in helping 

make Easter very special for the children at the home. The Deacons would like to 

thank everyone that helped with the Easter baskets this year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We want to congratulate Patti Sparling who will be graduating from Western           

Carolina University with her Nursing  Degree Friday evening May the 5th at 7pm. 



The May UCM product is any type of canned fruit.  

 May 15th 4pm-9pm— 10% dining out fundraiser at Bogarts 

 May 18th -19th —Shopping fundraiser at Krismart Fashions. Purchase 

a $10 ticket (which goes directly to UCM) and get 1 item for half price. 

 
 

MAY 2017 

Thank you to members of the 

following congregations for 

providing UKirk meals in 

April: FPC Highlands, FPC 

Sylva, and Bryson City       

Presbyterian Church! 

 

UKirk Arts & Worship Night (Photo by Marty Boone of FPC Highlands) 
 

PANCAKE STUDY BREAK at Hillside Grind Coffeehouse! On Sunday, April 

30th from 9pm to midnight, UKirk will be serving free pancakes to WCU students. 

Please be in prayer for the students as they finish the spring semester with final   

exams May 1st - 5th. May God grant them plenty of energy, peace, and wisdom! 

 

 

Rev. Karol Farris 

UKirk Campus Minister at WCU 

ukirkwcu@gmail.com 

828-508-2354 



From Rebecca Mathis at the Good Samaritan Clinic o f Jackson County :  

Dear Faith Community,  

Whether you are a longtime supporter of the clinic or have become connected 

in more recent years, I’m sure you’ve come to know that the core of Good Sam 

has always been a deep commitment to caring for our most vulnerable      

neighbors….In the fall of 2015, our Board of Directors embarked on a strate-

gic planning initiative that ultimately led to a collaborative effort by the Good 

Samaritan Clinic, Harris Regional Hospital, and Blue Ridge heath to 

strengthen and expand access to comprehensive, affordable heath care for     

low-income and uninsured residents in the region by opening a Community 

Heath Center in Jackson County. I am pleased to share that all programs and 

operations have transferred to Blue Ridge Heath as of April 1. We are located 

at the same address, but will now operate under a new name, “Blue Ridge 

Heath-Sylva”. A program called “Good Samaritan Services” will continue as 

part of Blue Ridge Heath-Sylva, providing much-needed wrap-around and 

support services such as nurse case management, medication assistance,   

mental health counseling, patient navigation, and connections with           

community resources….The strength of Good Sam has always been in its 

partnerships and the same will be true for Blue Ridge Heath-Sylva.  

With gratitude, Rebecca C Mathis, Executive Director 

You're invited to an open house 

tour of the Black Mountain Home 

for Children on Wednesday, May 

10.  We will meet at the church at 

8:45am to carpool.  Come see what 

God is doing through this great 

ministry! 

to , 

who is graduating from Western in May,  

, who received the Peak    

Performer Award for Psychology from the 

College of Education and Allied Professions, 

, who received the Peak Performer 

Award for Human Services, and 

, who received a Taft B. and Malvery 

Botner Scholarship and the Myrtle Olivia 

Whitmire Memorial Endowed Scholarship in 

Education. 



Life Line Screening, a leading provider of community-based preventive health 

screenings, will offer their affordable, non-invasive and painless health screen-

ings at First Presbyterian Church on 6/1/2017.  Five screenings will be offered 

that scan for potential health problems related to: blocked arteries which is a 

leading cause of stroke; abdominal aortic aneurysms which can lead to a rup-

tured aorta; hardening of the arteries in the legs which is a strong predictor of 

heart disease; atrial fibrillation or irregular heart beat which is closely tied to 

stroke risk; and a bone density screening, for men and women, used to assess 

the risk of osteoporosis. Register for a Wellness Package which includes 4 vascu-

lar tests and osteoporosis screening from $149 ($139 with our member dis-

count).  All five screenings take 60-90 minutes to complete.  In     order to regis-

ter for this event and to receive a $10 discount off any package priced above 

$129, please call 1-888-653-6441 or visit www.lifelinescreening.com/

communitycircle  or text the word circle to 797979. 





5/7 – Will & Besan Nash 

5/14 – Tommy & Sarah Thompson  

5/21 – OPEN 

5/28 – Hal & Gloria Stockton 

Stu & Carol Sussman 
 

5/3 — Charles & Frances Hess and Betty & Harry White 

 

Please sign up in the Fellowship Hall if you’d like to serve in any of these areas 

for future dates! 

5/7 – Grace Reed 

5/15 – Jacob Bauknecht 

5/18 – Isaac Daniel 

5/22 – Gretchen Dilks 

5/22 – Sara Beth Sanders 

5/22 – Mary Gelbaugh 

5/22 – Barry Woods 

5/23 – Heather Gregory 

5/25 – Jesse Bauknecht 

5/28 – Aleah Murajda 

5/30 – Doug Oxford 

5/7 – Steve & Pat Mikula 

5/14 -- Kelder & Heather Monar 

5/14 – Lewis & Dorothy Farmer 

5/17 – William & Amanda Murajda 

5/20 – Gerald & Karen Lindsay 

5/27 – Hal & Gloria Stockton 

 

5/7 – Barry & Debbie Woods 

5/14 – OPEN 

5/21 – Children’s Ministry 

5/28 – Hal & Gloria Stockton 


