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“Our mission is to make disciples who love Jesus 

Christ, love the church, and love their neighbors as                  

themselves. We invite you to join us for weekly 

worship and special events throughout the year.” 



Several weeks ago I had the privilege of attending the annual Wee Kirk               
Conference at Montreat.  The phrase “wee kirk” means “small church” in Scottish 
parlance; this is a gathering of small church pastors and elders throughout the   
region.  For many years, our congregation has been represented at Wee Kirk, and I 
hope we will be for many more years to come – it provides a wonderful time of 
Christ-centered worship and fellowship among people in similar walks of life.   
 

The theme for Wee Kirk this year was hospitality.  The bulk of our conversations 
were led by a visiting pastor from Michigan named Jon Brown.  Jon helped us see 
how hospitality – or, as he described it, “making room” – is absolutely essential to 
the Christian life.  Jesus showed hospitality to us by loving us, saving us, and   
making room for us in his kingdom; and Jesus calls us to love him and to love   
others by making room for them in our lives, too.  Along the same lines, my good 
friend Tee Gatewood closed out the conference with a powerful sermon on       
Romans 12, summed up by Paul’s two word charge: practice hospitality.   
 

How, I wonder, can we at First Presbyterian Church live into this high calling to 
make room for God and others in our life together?  How can we practice          
hospitality?   
 

I’m very grateful that I look around our congregation and see so many of you     
doing this very thing already.  We have greeters at the front door every Sunday 
morning, offering a smile and a handshake in the name of Christ.  We have cou-
ples serving drinks and food during Family Night Supper, making room for new 
folks and longtime members to come and be fed.  We have a Hospitality          
Committee bringing food to people, making welcome bags, and sending notes to 
first-time visitors.  I am grateful. 
 

And yet, as with any practice, there is still work to be done.  God continues to 
push us further up and further into this high and deep calling to practice hospitali-
ty.  For instance, I used to attend a church that always made sure to leave one 
chair empty at every meeting or meal.  They called this the “empty chair rule.”  
 
 

(continued on next page) 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 



They knew the temptation to turn inward and only focus on themselves, and so 
they kept a visual aid to remember God’s calling to be hospitable to outsiders, 
too.  The empty chair reminded them to always make room for one more person 
– a neighbor, a family member, a friend, even a stranger – who was not yet part of 
the fold, but who could be.  I love that challenge.  Let’s practice empty-chair    
hospitality by always making room for the Lord and other people in our hearts 
and in our life together.

Wee Kirk hike to Lookout 
Mountain in Montreat 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 



NICARAGUA UPDATE 

As many of you know, our church is in partnership with two ministries currently 
serving in Nicaragua: Young Life (or “Vida Joven” in Spanish) and Presbyterian   
Reformed Ministries International.  A group from our church had planned to travel 
to Nicaragua this past summer, but the trip was postponed due to political turmoil 
in the country.  Many of you gave financially to support this trip – thank you!  Your 
contributions have been saved for a future trip, which we hope will be sometime 
in 2019.   Several folks from our group were able to eat lunch with a Vida Joven 
staff member, Sabony Rizo, who was passing through Dillsboro in mid-October.  It 
was a joy to meet him and to hear an update about his life and youth work.  
Please pray for him and all our brothers and sisters in Nicaragua. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lunch with Sabony Rizo from Nicaragua 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 



DOLLARS & CENTS 

On October 24th the annual budget committee met to make a budget for next 
year.  Budget meetings can be stressful – we are deciding on salaries, programs, 
benevolences, maintenance needs and we know that our ability to pay those   
expenses depends solely on contributions from our members and friends.  So, 
there is a lot that is unknown. And this year we have the added challenge of a 
building project.  

I am happy to report that the meeting was not stressful. It was clear from the 
start that we were “on the same page”, thoughtfully trying to discern God’s will 
for our church and finding ways to meet our growing mission and needs. We    
always make sure that our benevolence budget is at least 10% of the total. Next 
the budget goes to the Session for approval and the membership will need to   
approve changes in the pastoral ministry section at a congregational meeting.  

 

Our Cornerstone Campaign 
total continues to grow and 
we hope to add to that at 
our Silent Auction coming 
up on November 6th. We 
have almost reached the 
$140,000 mark and we have 
pledges from 9 families. 
Thank you for your support 
of our building  project. I 
can’t wait to get started. I 
thank God for our new 
members, our new         
commitment to Christian 
Education, our small groups 
and faithful givers. God is 
good.  

CHURCH UPDATES 



CHURCH UPDATES 
SILENT AUCTION 

Dearest Church family, 
 

We will be having a “Silent Auction” at 
our November Wednesday supper at 
our church. I would like to ask your help 
in offering something to auction to raise 
money for our building project. I know 
we have many creative people in our 
Church family. With God's help we hope 
to raise money as well as find good 
homes for some things we want to     
donate. Each item can be in a basket or 
wooden box or tray. Even an offer of 
time can be helpful. I already know I will 
be adding pottery,  paintings, and     
jewelry I have made. Each item should 
have an idea of worth attached. Here is 
a list of ideas for you. 
 
I am sure you understand that all the 
things should be clean and in good      
order. We also need clip boards to hold 
the bid sheets and pens for each craft or 
idea. Please consider helping in your 
most creative way. 
 
All my love to my wonderful Church 
family, 

 

631-4252 home 
941-544-2971 cell 
pmikula62@gmail.com 
 
 

 
 
 

 

  cakes 
  cookies 
  hand made items 
  pots 
  a box of tools for inside the 
home. 

  things for the bathroom or   
kitchen 

  a hand made quilt or throw 
  candy 
  doily's 
  baby things 
  baskets 
  pottery 
  fudge { I will bid on this one} 
  glassware 
  drawing kit 
  craft kit 
  puzzles with all the parts 
  any winter project 
  books 
  hand made gift cards 
  a basket of any like things 

mailto:pmikula62@gmail.com


CHILDREN’S MINISTRY UPDATE 

Welcome to November! November is one of my favorite months and for good  
reason: it is time to give thanks for all the great things we have in our 
lives. Something I like to do every year starting November 1st is to write down one 
thing I am thankful for every day until November is over. This would be a great 
way for your whole family to reflect on the blessings God has given each and   
every one of us!   
 

 

We have some exciting things coming our way in the next two months. Please see 
the events below: 
 

 Saturday November 17th 3-5 PM: Operation Christmas Child Packing           
Party! Come join us to help fill Christmas child boxes with joy! We will have 
some holiday snacks and hot chocolate and will be making cards to go in the 
boxes. You may bring any of the following items to put in your shoebox: 

 Hygiene Items (comb/brush/toothbrush); NO LIQUIDS! 
 Socks/mittens/even t-shirts and shorts 
 Crayons/pencils/coloring books/stickers 
 Jump ropes/bouncy balls/small QUALITY toys 
You may NOT include: 
 food of any kind 
 liquids of any kid 
 war related toys 
 glass items 

 Sunday December 1st: Our lovely children will be riding a float in the Christ-
mas parade!  Be on the lookout for time and location to meet 

 Sunday December 9th  4:00 PM: CHRISTMAS PLAY! It is sure to be adorable 
and the kids are SO excited about dressing up like their favorite Veggie Tales 
character! A dessert reception will follow. 
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CHURCH UPDATES 
DEACON UPDATE 

The Hike to High Falls on October 21st went smoothly! Thanks to all who joined 

us and to Jae Crawford for leading. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Also, coming on December 8th…Christmas Caroling! Be sure to mark your          

calendars.  



CHURCH UPDATES 
HOSPITALITY UPDATE 

 

 

 

Here are some pictures from our Over-80's Ladies Tea Party on Saturday, Oct. 27. 

Hosted by the Hospitality Committee. Ten lovely ladies were able to attend.  
 

The following ladies attended the tea party: Becky Wilson, Dottie Thornburg,    

Jerry Sams, Margaret Simpson, Betty Painter, Grace Reed, Becky Mack, Jean 

Gulford, Betty White, Mary Ethel Prather. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to our Hospitality Committee for hosting such a fun event! 



CHURCH UPDATES 
LUMINARIES 

As a community service project, 

our session has chosen to show 

love with light by bringing      

luminaries back to downtown 

Sylva. The luminaries will be 

placed on the old courthouse 

steps and down the historic 

Main Street  sidewalk the evenings of November 30 and December 1 (December 

2nd is also the day of Sylva’s annual Christmas parade at 2:00pm.)  Surrounding 

downtown Sylva churches have been invited to join in the festivities by  offering 

caroling and refreshments; the more the merrier.   

We need your help!  

Can you volunteer one or more of these evenings to prepare bags, distribute 

them, monitor them, and pack them up? They will be lit from 5:00-9:00pm.  

 

For more information or to volunteer, please contact: 

Mary Gelbaugh: (828) 226-1036 / marygelbaugh@gmail.com 

 

To contribute to the purchase of supplies, please give to FPC and note 

"luminaries" in the memo line on your check.  



CHURCH UPDATES 
PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN UPDATE 

Thank Offering 2018 
For 130 years Presbyterian Women have been giving a Thank Offering to the Lord 
for world wide missions. Women have been credited with saving the worldwide 
Missionary Movement of the Church in 1880. 
 

In March the Creative Ministries of the PW reviewed 83 applications. Sixteen    
projects were chosen for funding. Twelve projects serve people in need in the 
U.S., and four projects fund international programs. 
 

Your gifts will aid ministries in 2018. One of the projects close to the hearts of the 
Synod of Mid-Atlantic, Presbytery of Western North Carolina is the microloan   
project to 45 Guatemalan women. This was started in our Presbytery and          
supported through gifts from the WNPW. New business opportunities proved 
women a way to grow in self-esteem, hope and freedom. The loans help them   
develop economic resources for their families. The WNPW is very pleased with the 
grant for the Guatemalan Project.  There is a sister relationship with the women. A 
few years ago, three of the recipients of the microloans as preventives of their    
local churches visited in Western North Carolina. Five WNCPW members visited 
the churches and met many of the ladies in September. 
 

The Presbyterian Women here greatly appreciate any and all 
contributions given for support of the Thank Offering mission projects. All projects 
will be listed in the bulletin inserts, including offering envelopes on November 11, 
2018. 

Prayer of Dedication 
“Love does no wrong to a neighbor: therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law 
(Rom.13:10).” In love, we dedicate the funds of the 2018 Thank Offering to         
accomplish God’s work on earth. We pray for continuing success in the efforts of 
our grant recipients. We celebrate their work in one body through Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

(continued on next page) 



PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN UPDATE CONT. 

Evening Presbyterian Women Circle 

The Evening Presbyterian Women’s Circle meeting will be returning to the third 
Thursday of each month until June. The next meeting will be on November 
15,2018 at 7P.M. with the study of Chapter 3, Amazing Grace in the Ephesians 
study book. Car pool will meet at the Cullowhee post Office at 6:45 for the drive to 
Marlies’ home. The winter bad weather schedule will go by the school schedule. If 
there is no school there will not be a meeting. This applies to both the Evening 
and Morning Circle meetings. 

 

WOMEN’S COMMUNITY BIBLE STUDY 

Women's Community Bible Study will   
continue with our study of "Armor of God" 
through December. We will begin a new 
study in January: Exodus by NavPress. This 
is an inductive study of the book of Exodus 
over the course of eighteen weeks.  The 
book of Exodus has may valuable insights 
for us today, in areas such as redemption, 
rebellion, servant leadership, principles of 
justice, and  wholehearted worship. 
 

The study of Exodus will begin with an     
introduction and opening coffee on 
Wednesday, January 2nd, at 9am. WCBS 
meets weekly on Wednesdays from 9am to 
10:30am.  

For more information, please contact Joyce 
Pope at joyce_pope@hotmail.com or at 
828-631-9496. 

CHURCH UPDATES 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday November 17th 3-5 PM 
Hot Chocolate and Holiday snacks are provided 

ALL AGES (0-120) invited! 
 

Can't make the party?   

You can donate an item outside of Emily's office.  

 

CHURCH UPDATES 

Please bring: 

Hygiene Items (comb/brush/

toothbrush) NO LIQUIDS! 

Socks/mittens/even t-shirts and shorts 

Crayons/pencils/coloring books/stickers 

Jump ropes/bouncy balls/small 

QUALITY toys 

 

You may NOT include: 

food of any kind 

liquids of any kid 

war related toys 

glass items 



COMMUNITY INFO 
United Christian Ministries 

 

Children’s Boxes & Turkey Vouchers  

For the month of November, UCM will again collect food for Children’s boxes and 

donations for turkey vouchers.  

If you would like to donate for the boxes, we are responsible for: 

100 1-lb. bags of black beans and 100 1-lb. bags of rice.  

United Christian Ministries is also planning to give 130 families a turkey for their 

Thanksgiving meal. They will be giving vouchers to a local store; contributions to 

assist with the cost are definitely accepted. Vouchers will be for a 12 pound turkey 

or a canned ham. Our voucher distribution schedule will be November 14 to     

November 21 only. 

You can make a donation through our church by November 11th and designate 

UCM turkeys, stop by UCM, or mail a check to UCM at:  

PO Box 188  

Sylva, NC 28779 

 

Additionally, UCM will need the help of the youth from our church to help pack 

the bags for us on December 9nd at 3:00  p.m. They need many to commit to this 

project. Drinks and pizza will be provided afterwards. They need an approximate 

count of the participating youth.  

Please call United Christian Ministries at 586-8228 and  give us that number by 

Wednesday, November 28. 



COMMUNITY INFO 

Jackson County Public Schools would like to invite the community to participate in 
a Stuff the Bus Challenge on November 16th and 17th at Ingles in Sylva. Donations 

of approved hygiene items, individually pre-packaged snacks and gently used 
clothing and shoes can be donated from 7am - 5pm Friday, November 16th and 

8am - 3pm on Saturday, November 17.  
 

There are currently 44 homeless students attending JCPS. Of the 3, 734 students 
enrolled, 48.63% of students receive Free or Reduced Lunch, with two schools   

exceeding 60%. JCPS wants to take a compassionate approach to ensure students 
have needed items beyond school walls.  

 

Donated items will be used to create a “Comfort Closet” or “Free Store” within 
each of the nin Jackson County Public Schools. Students will have the opportunity 
to shop the closet as needed with the assistance of their school Social Worker or 
Counselor. The goal is to provide students with items they may not have available 
to them outside of school, remove the burden of fitting in, and promote a culture 

of giving and community among Jackson County students.  
 

Approved donation items: shampoo, conditioner, deodorant, bath soap,             
toothbrushes, toothpaste, hairbrushes, combs, pocket-sized tissues, mouthwash, 
flushable wipes, feminine products, laundry detergent, dryer sheets, lice-killing 

shampoo, toilet paper, socks, underwear, gently used clothing and shoes,            
individually pre-packaged snacks, and reusable shopping bags or drawstring bags.  
 



COMMUNITY INFO 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community Thanksgiving Service on November 18 at 6:00pm at First Baptist 
Church, with a reception to follow. FPC members should bring a  

sweet finger-food item to share! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    



 November 2018 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  

 

  

 

1 

7p Choir 

2 

11a Home-

school Co-Op 

Book Club 

3p Pilates 

3 

5p            

Dr. Richard 

Burnett 

Event 

4 

8:45a Diaconate 

9a Christian Ed. 

9:45a Sunday 

School 

11a Worship 

Service 

1pm Afternoon 

Session with Dr. 

Burnett 

5 
**Emily in 

Brazil until 

the 16th.  

6 

9:30a Garden 

Club 

9:30a Watercolor 

3p Pilates 

Office Open from 

9am to 12pm 

7 

9a Women’s 

Comm. Bible 

Study 

6:30p Family 

Night Supper 

7:30p Choir 

8 

8a Men’s 

Breakfast 

 

9 

11a Home-

school Co-Op 

Book Club 

3p Pilates 

Office Open 

from 9am 

to 12pm 

10 

8a FH reserved 

— Ali Large 

11 

8:45a Hospitality 

Comm. Mtg. 

9:45a Sunday 

School 

11a Worship 

Service 

12:15p Finance 

Comm. Mtg. 

12 

6p Session 

13 

9:30a Watercolor 

3p Pilates 

7p Soaking Prayer 

Office Open from 

9am to 12pm 

14 

9a WC’s Bible 

Study 

7p Choir 

15 

7p PW’s 

Evening     

Circle 

16 

11a Home-

school Co-Op 

Book Club 

3p Pilates 

Office Open 

from 9am 

to 12pm 

 

17 

3p—5p 

Operation 

Christmas 

Child     

Packing  

Party 

18 

9:45a Sunday 

School 

11a Worship 

Service 

6p Community 

Thanksgiving 

Service 

19 20 

9:30a Watercolor 

3p Pilates 

 

21 

 

22 

**Office 

Closed for 

Thanksgiving  

23 

**Office 

Closed for 

Thanksgiving  

24 

 

25 

8:45a Mission 

Comm. Mtg. 

9:45a Sunday 

School 

11a Worship 

Service 

26 

 

27 

9:30a Watercolor 

3p Pilates 

7p Soaking Prayer 

28 

9a WC’s Bible 

Study 

10a PW’s    

Morning Circle 

7p Choir 

29 

7p Jackson 

County Golf 

Club 

30 

11a Home-

school Co-Op 

Book Club 

3p Pilates 

4p LC    

Christmas 

Dinner 

 

 



December 2018 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 

8:45a Diaconate 

9a Christian Ed. 

9:45a Sunday 

School 

11a Worship 

Service 

1:30p FH  

reserved            

— David Porter 

3 

 

4 

9:30a Garden 

Club 

9:30a Watercolor 

3p Pilates 

 

5 

9a Women’s 

Comm. Bible 

Study 

6:30p Family 

Night Supper 

7:30p Choir 

6 

 

7 

11a Home-

school       

Co-Op Book 

Club 

3p Pilates 

4p LC    

Graduation 

8 

Christmas 

Caroling 

(time TBD) 

9 

8:45a Hospitality 

Comm. Mtg. 

9:45a Sunday 

School 

11a Worship 

Service 

12:15p Finance 

Comm. Mtg. 

4p Children’s 

Christmas Play 

10 

6p Session 

11 

9:30a Watercolor 

3p Pilates 

7p Soaking Prayer 

12 

9a WC’s Bible 

Study 

7p Choir 

13 

8a Men’s 

Breakfast 

2p FH reserved 

— Jackson 

County          

Genealogical 

Society  

 

14 

11a Home-

school       

Co-Op Book 

Club 

3p Pilates 

 

15 

Church         

reserved — 

Courtney 

Umphlett  

16 

9:45a Sunday 

School 

11a Worship 

Service 

 

 

17 18 

9:30a Watercolor 

3p Pilates 

 

19 

9a WC’s Bible 

Study 

10a PW’s    

Morning Circle 

6p Worship on 

the Longest 

Night 

20 

7p PW’s     

Evening Circle 

21 

11a Home-

school       

Co-Op Book 

Club 

3p Pilates 

22 

 

23 

8:45a Mission 

Comm. Mtg. 

9:45a Sunday 

School 

11a Worship 

Service 

24 

**Office 

Closed for 

Christmas 

6p  

Christmas 

Eve      

Worship 

25 

**Office Closed 

for Christmas 

26 

**Office 

Closed for 

Christmas 

7p Choir 

27 

7p Jackson 

County Golf 

Club 

28 

11a Home-

school       

Co-Op Book 

Club 

3p Pilates 

29 

30 9:45a Sunday School  11a Worship Service      31 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Call to Worship 

11/4  

11/11 Pat Mikula 

11/18 Donna Mason 

11/25 

 

Prayer  of  illumination / 

 scripture   reading 

11/18 Bob Porter 

 

 

Coffee Fellowship 
11/4 Blair & Joan Yount 

11/11 Presbyterian Women Luncheon 

11/18 Susan Blair 

11/25 Steve & Beth Baxley 

 

Flowers 
11/4 Betty Foti 

11/11 Pat Newman 

11/18 Ali Large 

11/25 Margaret Simpson 

 

Ushers & Greeters 

11/4 Betty Foti, Roger & Amanda Murajda, 

Mary Gelbaugh 

11/11 Betty Foti, Frances Hess, Jenny Porter 

11/18 Betty Foti, David & Jenny Porter 

11/25 Betty Foti, David & Jenny Porter 

 

Family  Night  Supper 
11/7 Betty Foti, David & Jenny Porter 

If you can serve in any of the open spaces, please email or call the 

church office! Also, please be sure to sign-up for the next month! 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Birthdays 

11/1 — Judy McManus 

11/2 — Harry White 

11/3 — Robert Lane 

11/4 — Pat Newman 

11/5 — Martha Ruby Collings 

11/11 — Charlotte Cowan 

11/14 — Stevie Ollar 

11/14 — Katie Hutchinson 

11/18 — Jessica Morgan 

11/18 — Tom Tabor 

11/20 — Bob Porter 

11/26 — Eli Simpson 

11/27 — Nathan Woods 

11/28 — Ian Pritchard 

11/29 — Lee King 

11/29 — Hannah Murajda 

If you would like your birthday or anniversary listed in future         

newsletters, please send the information to Emily  in the church office. 


