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This is a busy season at First Presbyterian Church – autumn always is.  Of 
course, being busy can go two ways: We can be busy spinning our wheels, 
fretting and fussing and getting nowhere.  Or we can be busy serving the 
Lord, led by the Spirit for the work of God’s Kingdom.  Thankfully, I feel like 
we are moving in the latter direction.  With this in mind, let me share with 
you several things that are taking place in our life together: 
 
New Officer Election and Training 
Each year our congregation nominates and elects new “officers” (elders and 
deacons) to serve our church.  These officers serve three-year terms, and 
may serve two terms back-to-back.  On October 15, you elected the            
following folks to serve: Elder – Frances Hess, Ali Large, and James McManus; 
Deacon – Jae Crawford, Toni Knott, and Pat Mikula.  These officers will be    
installed at the beginning of 2018; in the meantime, they will meet with me 
for training to discuss the meaning and vision of service in the church.  
Please thank them for their willingness to serve, and pray for their leadership. 
 
Annual Budget Meeting 
Our Budget Committee met on October 23 to review church spending and to 
make a plan for the upcoming year.  This committee is comprised of our 
church treasurers (Judy Henderson and Amanda W. Murajda), financial      
secretary (Grace Reed), chair of finance committee (David Noland), and 
chairs of other FPC committees, in addition to two members-at-large.  The 
meeting went well and we have a strong budget proposal for 2018, which 
will be presented to the congregation soon.   
 

 

(continued on next page) 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 



I want to thank all of you for the ways you have given to support the work of 
Christ at FPC; you are a very generous church, bearing witness to our         
generous Lord.  Take some time to consider how God may be leading you to 
continue or increase your giving (whether through time, talents, or finances) 
in the days ahead. 
 
Children’s Ministry 
Courtney Umphlett, our children’s ministry team, and our nursery and      
preschool staff continue to love our kids and teach them the Gospel.      
Courtney is teaching a Confirmation class for three students, leading a new 
Children’s Church time for kids during the 11:00 worship hour, and planning 
a Children’s Christmas Play for December 17.  Check out her update in this 
newsletter, and consider how you might play a part in the nurture of our   
children. 
 
Strategic Planning Goals 
You may recall that the Session met this past summer to craft four goals for 
our congregation.  These goals are to develop a communications plan; to   
address the use of space and improvement of facilities; to establish better 
ways to connect to newcomers, college students, and seasonal residents; and 
to identify opportunities for community outreach.  The Session is making 
progress addressing these goals.  If you have any questions or feedback, 
please notify me or Heidi Buchanan (clerk of session). 
 
Join me in praying for these matters, for our church, and for our witness.    
Remember, unless the Lord builds the house, the builders labor in vain.   

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 



Continuing Education Update 
I recently had the privilege of going to the 38th annual Wee Kirk ("Small 
Church") Conference at Montreat.  I was joined by a hundred pastors, elders, 
and laypersons as we learned about small church ministry.  My particular 
group, called "Barnabas," was led by Matt Floding, Director of Ministerial  
Formation and Field Education at Duke Divinity School.  Matt is a friend of 
mine from Durham, and it was a pleasure to learn from him for a few 
days.  Anyone who cares about small church ministry is welcome to attend 
Wee Kirk in the future.  The next conference is Oct. 14-17; please let me 
know if you'd like to come and/or need more information.  I'm grateful for 
your support of my professional development. 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 



NEW MEMBERS 

Heather and Kelder Monar live in Sylva and have been married for 1 ½ 

years.  Both grew up in the North Carolina Piedmont, Heather in Raleigh and 

Kelder in Carrboro.    

 

Heather got her masters in Speech-Language Pathology from WCU and works 

as an elementary school speech pathologist in Toccoa, Georgia.  She loves 

reading, music and knitting. 

 

Kelder will graduate with his masters in Biology from WCU in May 2018.  He 

studies forest plants and works part time for Mainspring Conservation Trust 

in Franklin.  He loves gardening, running and wildflower walks. 

 

You can find them on any given Saturday at the farmer’s market, at a contra 

dance, in the kitchen or in the river, or together at home simply watching the 

seasons change. 



CHURCH UPDATES 

Session Highlights 
The session met on October 9. Here are some highlights. 

 We approved and welcomed new members Kelder and Heather Monar.  
 Frank announced that James McManus and crew are making repairs to the 

damaged room of the MJP Center and the insurance will cover all expenses. 
 Mary announced that as part of our strategic plan for more community 

outreach, the church will be lighting luminaries in downtown Sylva (see 
next page for more information). 

 The Capital Needs Task Force, also a result of the Session’s strategic     
planning, has met a couple times and identified high priority items such as 
painting the sanctuary, improving the lighting in the front hallway, and  
identifying the best spaces for Sunday School, children’s ministry, and staff 
offices.  Contact Heidi Buchanan if you have questions or concerns. 

 

CHURCH OFFICE UPDATE 
Hey there, church! As 2017 is winding down (how is it already  November?!), 

I have begun organizing things for 2018. Starting the first Sunday in             

November there will be clipboards set out on the cabinet top   underneath the 

Missions Board in the Fellowship Hall.  The clipboards will host our 2018   

Sign-Ups for: Coffee Fellowship, Flowers, Ushers/Greeters, Family Night    

Supper, and Acolytes. If you are one who likes to sign up for specific dates, 

please be sure to fill them in as soon as possible! My hope is that we will 

have January through March signed up for by the beginning of January!  



CHURCH UPDATES 

Luminaries  
As a community service project, 

our session has chosen to show 

love with light by bringing       

luminaries back to downtown 

Sylva. The luminaries will be 

placed on the old courthouse 

steps and down the historic Main Street  sidewalk the evenings of December 

1-2 and 8-9 (the same dates as Dillsboro’s traditional luminaries. December 

2nd is also the day of Sylva’s annual Christmas parade at 2:00pm.)               

Surrounding downtown Sylva churches have been invited to join in the       

festivities by offering caroling and  refreshments; the more the merrier.   

We need your help!  

Can you volunteer one or more of these evenings to prepare bags, distribute 

them, monitor them, and pack them up? They will be lit from 5:00-9:00pm.  
 

For more information or to volunteer, please contact: 

Mary Gelbaugh: (828) 226-1036 / marygelbaugh@gmail.com 

Frances Hess: (828) 507-6114 / braveshosa@hotmail.com 
 

To contribute to the purchase of supplies, please give to FPC and note 

"luminaries" in the memo line on your check.  



CHURCH UPDATES 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY UPDATE 

The holidays are slowly creeping up on us.  I don't know about you but I am 

nowhere near ready for holiday craziness to begin, but it is here!     

We have lots of exciting things happening in children and youth world these 

next two months.  Here is what we have going on: 

 Sunday, November 12th 4 PM:  All elementary aged children are invited 

to join us for an Operation Christmas Child Scavenger Hunt and Pizza     

Party!  We will take on the Dollar Tree for our scavenger hunt and then   

return to the church to pack boxes and eat pizza.  The cost per child will be 

$20.00 

***We need parent chaperones for this event who are willing to transport 

children.  If you are interested, please let me know!*** 

 Friday, December 1st 4:00-9:00 PM:  Our confirmands will be traveling to 

Asheville to eat dinner together and attend a Jewish Sabbath service.  This 

is part of their confirmation class to learn about the different roots of the 

Christian faith. 

 Sunday, December 10th 8:00-10:30 AM:  Our confirmands will also be 

visiting St. Mary's Catholic Church. 

 Sunday, December 17th 5 PM:  Come join us for our Youth Christmas   

Program!  It will be a merry time of Lessons and Carols for everyone.  The 

program will be followed by a covered dish dinner. 



DOLLARS AND CENTS: November 2017 
 

Occasionally, after a church member dies, family members or friends of the 
loved one wish to set up a fund in their memory. Sometimes the fund is for a 
specific purpose and sometimes it is used for a specific need that occurs. We 
have several funds of this nature. The Roberta Hooper Memorial Fund was 
set up by Lambert and Joy Hooper in memory of his mother, Roberta. When 
the parlor across from the kitchen (the “Garden Room”) was first furnished, 
it was done in memory of Roberta and the fund has since been used for     
refurbishing that room. The fund also paid for part of the fence behind the 
Mary Jay Patten Center and helped with office remodeling as well as many 
other things.  

The Briana Tsavatewa Mission Fund is in memory of a college student who 
was very involved with the youth group before she died of cancer.  This fund 
is used to help send youth on mission trips.  

The most recent memorial is the Bryson Youth Fund established by Lionel 
Bryson in memory of his parents Alliney and Shirley Bryson, who were very 
involved with the church since its beginning, serving as elder, deacon, Clerk 
of Session, Sunday School teachers, Circle leader, etc. This fund will be used 
for youth activities.  

All the funds are approved by the Session and maintained by the Finance 
Committee. Most of the donations to these funds have come from family 
members. We haven’t done any fund raising for any of them, and as time 
goes by many of our new members do not know the people for whom the 
funds were named. However, if you have fond memories of any of these 
folks or have a heart for missions, youth, or our church facilities, we invite 
you to donate. You can make a check out to First Presbyterian Church and 
write the name of the fund in the memo line. 

CHURCH UPDATES 



CHURCH UPDATES 

UCM Update 
The UCM items for November are  

1 lb. bags of rice and 1 lb. bags of pinto beans.  

These will be part of the Christmas Bags for Children. Our collection goal is 

45 of each, but more would be great an go into our pantry. 

 

We are also providing to our clients vouchers for 150 turkeys. You can make 

a donation through our church by November 10th and designate UCM tur-

keys, stop by UCM, or mail a check to UCM at:  

PO Box 188  

Sylva, NC 28779 

Also— don’t forget about our new online giving feature! If you have any 

questions, please feel free to contact the church office. 



Presbyterian 
Women Update 
 Presbyterian Women have 

arranged for a  copy of 

"Martin Luther Visionary  

Reformer" by Scott H.     

Hendrix to be place in the 

church library. Later in      

November a copy of the 

DVD aired on PBS last month 

about Martin Luther will be 

given to the library. 

 November 12 , 2017  follow-

ing the Worship Service the 

Presbyterian Women will 

host a Soup and Salad 

Luncheon for anyone who 

would like to come. This 

meal is our thank you for participating in the Presbyterian Women's 

Thank Offering. Please come and enjoy. 

 In February of 2017 the Creative Ministry Team of the Presbyterian 

Women Nationally approved grants for 15 ministries. A total of the 

$382,500.00 2016 offering will be given to the 2017 recipients.  

(continue on next page) 
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CHURCH UPDATES 

Presbyterian Women Update Cont. 
 The funds are to assist those struggling with illness, marginalization, lack 

of access to education and service resources.  It provides clean water, 

alleviates homelessness, promotes health and  improves the lives of 

women and children through the world in many ways. 

 Sara Ford wrote as part of the dedication service. How could we come 

together as a nation to heal, and how could all nations heal? In other 

words, as my grandmother would have said, we needed "come-to-Jesus 

meeting". As a child, I never really understood that statement, As an 

adult, I still hear it from my peers: We need a "come-to-Jesus meeting." 

  As God's people, we need healing, not only for political reasons, but to 

bring out our compassion and love for each other.The Thank Offering 

grants can serve as catalysts for healing: through  the Thank Offering we 

show  compassion to our sisters and brothers. We cannot regain the 

qualities of compassion and love alone. We need each other, and most 

assuredly, we need Jesus. There is no me; there is no you, without Him. 

"Let's come together over Jesus." 



CHURCH UPDATES 

koy-nohn-eé-ah – from the Greek noun κοινωνία: 

Christian fellowship; communion with God or with fellow Christians. 

What is God’s vision for Christian community? 

How can that vision be realized at First Presbyterian Church? 

 

Wednesdays this Fall at FPC 

6:00-7:00pm in the Fellowship Hall  

 

Blake will lead a study of: A Fellowship of Differents by Scot McKnight 

 

11/01 – No meeting due to Family Night Supper at 6:30pm 

11/08 – A fellowship of NEWNESS (pp. 147-190) 

11/15 – A fellowship of FLOURISHING / Next steps (pp. 191-236) 

 

We welcome you to join us whether you’ve read or not! 



CHURCH UPDATES 

Life Challenge  

Update 
Needed Items of the Month: 

 November: Lysol, Hand Soap & 

Sanitizer 

 December: Kleenex 

 

Donations may be dropped off at 

LCWNC or The Blessings Closet thrift 

store! 

 

 

Prayer Requests & Wish List: 

 Safe Holiday Visits 

 The Winston-Salem Vision 

 Current Residents & Their Children 

 New Volunteers 

 6ft. Pre-lit Artificial Christmas Tree 

 Christmas Cards 

 Gas Cards 

 Stationary & Stamps 



LOCAL/CHURCH EVENTS 



November 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

9a Women’s 

Community 

Bible Study 

5:30p Wor-

ship Comm. 

Mtg. 

6:30p Family 

Night Supper 

2 

5:45p Prayer 

Group 

3 

3p Pilates 

 

4 

 

5 

9a Diaconate 

9a Christian Ed 

9:45a Sunday 

School 

11a Worship Service 

6 

 

7 

9a Garden Club 

9:30a Watercolor 

3p Pilates 

3:30p Staff Mtg. 

8 

9a WC’s Bible 

Study 

6p “Koinonia” 

Group 

7p Choir 

9 

8a Men’s   

Breakfast 

5:45p Prayer 

Group 

 

10 

3p Pilates 

11 

 

12 

9:45a Sunday 

School 

11a Worship Service 

12p Presbyterian 

Women’s Luncheon 

13 

6p Session 

14 

9:30a Watercolor 

1:30p UCM Mtg. 

3p Pilates 

 

15 

9a WC’s Bible 

Study 

10am PW 

Morning Circle 

6p “Koinonia” 

Group 

7p Choir 

16 

5:45p Prayer 

Group 

7pm PW  

Evening Circle 

17 

3p Pilates 

18 

 

19 

9:45a Sunday 

School 

11a Worship Service 

5p Thanksgiving 

Service @ FUMC 

20 21 

9:30a Watercolor 

3p Pilates 

22 

7p Choir 

23 

Office 

Closed  

5:45p Prayer 

Group 

24 

Office 

Closed 

3p Pilates 

25 

26 

9:45a Sunday 

School 

11a Worship Service 

27 28 

9:30a Watercolor 

3p Pilates 

29 

9a WC’s Bible 

Study 

30 

5:45p Prayer 

Group 

  



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Acolyte 

11/5 Olivia Collings 

11/12 Nicholas Smith 

11/19 Hailey Smith 

11/26 Whitney Murajda 
 

Call to Worship 

11/5 Cyndie Royce 

11/12 Pat Mikula 

11/19 Donna Mason 

11/26 Nancy Zachmann 

 

Prayer  of  illumination / scripture   reading 

11/19 Bob Porter 

 

Coffee Fellowship 
11/5 Betty Foti 

11/12 Susan Blair 

11/19  

11/26  Steve & Marlies Owens 

 

Flowers 
11/5 Betty Foti 

11/12 Margaret Simpson 

11/19 Bruce & Judy Henderson 

11/26 Susan Blair 

 

Ushers & Greeters 

11/5 — 11/26 

Betty Foti, Nancy Zachmann,              

Jenny Porter 

 

September  

9/03 – Psalm 120 

9/10 – Psalm 121 

9/17 – Psalm 122 

9/24 – Psalm 123 

October  

10/01 – Psalm 124 

10/08 – Psalm 125 

10/15 – Psalm 126 

10/22 – Psalm 127 

(Psalm 128, 129) 

10/29 – Psalm 130 

November  

11/05 – Psalm 131 

11/12 – Psalm 132 

11/19 – Psalm 133 

11/26 – Psalm 134 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

November Birthdays  
11/1 — Judy McManus 

11/2 — Harry White 

11/4 — Pat Newman 

11/5 — Martha Ruby Collings 

11/11 — Charlotte Cowan 

11/14 — Stevie Ollar 

11/14 — Katie Hutchinson 

11/18 — Jessica Morgan 

11/18 — Tom Tabor 

11/20 — Bob Porter 

11/26 — Eli Simpson 

11/27 — Nathan Woods 

11/28 — Ian Pritchard 

11/29 — Lee King 

11/29 — Hannah Murajda 

 



Poinsettias for Christmas 2017 

It is that time again; Advent will be here before we know it and decorating the 
church will be part of our worship.  This is an example of what our tree looks 
like and we would like you to help us decorate our tree.  If you would like to 
purchase poinsettia/s in Honor of or In Memory of someone you may fill out 
the bottom of this insert and place it in the ‘Secretary’ box or email the 
church at office@sylvapres.org.  

 

Please contact Susan Blair with questions, 508-2761. 

 

The Poinsettias are $10.00 each this year.   

Name         

I would like to purchase    poinsettias.   

The deadline is December 6th. 

 

In Honor of:        _________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

In Memory of:         _____________ 

________________________________________________________ 

 

We will have an insert in the bulletin the Sunday before Christmas with 
names of people you would like either in honor or in memory of. Please take 
your poinsettias home the Sunday after Christmas. 

LOCAL/CHURCH EVENTS 


