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Friends, 
 

Five hundred years ago this month, a man from Eisleben, in what is now  
Germany, compiled a list of grievances on the state of the church and the 
practices of its clergy.  Legend has it that he took this list and nailed it to the 
door of All Saint’s Church in the city of Wittenburg on October 31, 1517.  The 
man, of course, was Martin Luther, and his “95 Theses” soon went viral and 
sparked what we call the Protestant Reformation, a time of dramatic change 
within Christianity that has 
affected both church and 
world ever since.  While the 
full impact of the             
Reformation is still being    
debated, its greatest          
contributions are                 
unquestionably theological, 
emphasizing the authority of the Bible, our “justification by grace through 
faith” (the belief that people are saved not by their good works but by their 
faith in Jesus), and the “priesthood of all believers” (the belief that one’s    
relationship to God doesn’t have to be mediated by any priest other than    
Jesus). 
 
As Presbyterians, we are indebted to the Reformation.  The father of our   
tradition, John Calvin, was an admirer of Martin Luther who brought Luther’s 
teachings to bear on his own writings and ministry.  Calvin’s influence led to 
what’s called the “Reformed” tradition of Protestantism, spreading through 
Western Europe to the United States and finding expression in our own    
Presbyterian Church.  Today, roughly 37% of the world’s 2.2 billion Christians 
belong to some Protestant denomination. 

 

(continued on next page) 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 



 
As your pastor, I encourage you to look deeper into our Reformation           
heritage, not (just) as a historical exercise, but as a spiritual one.  Commit 
yourself again to the Bible – to its reading, its teaching, its proclamation; “the 
Word of God is living and active,” Hebrews tells us, “sharper than a two-
edged sword.” 
 
Rejoice in the Gospel of grace – be reminded that your salvation depends 
not on your own goodness, but on God’s goodness towards you; “it was 
while we were sinners,” Romans says, “that Christ died for us.”  And live out 
your priestly calling – praying to God, and praying with others; for “you are a 
holy priesthood,” 1 Peter tells us, “that you may proclaim the mighty acts of 
him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.” 
 
None of this should happen alone, of course.  One of the criticisms of the 
Reformation is that it individualized the Christian faith by pushing us into our 
Bibles (a good thing) but driving us away from the church (a bad thing).  But 
Luther and Calvin were churchmen all their lives.  Their desire was not to   
destroy the church, but to reform it by returning it to its original calling as 
Christ’s “one holy catholic and apostolic” body.  Today we have the benefit of 
hindsight, and we can learn much from each other, including our brothers 
and sisters in non-Protestant Christian traditions.  So let’s be the church and 
celebrate the gifts of the Reformation, following Christ together in Sylva and 
beyond. 

Soli  Deo  Gloria, 

(continued on next page) 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 



P.S. — Looking for Reformation resources?  Here are some suggestions: 
 PBS TV special – Martin Luther: The Idea That Changed the World 
 Timothy George, Theology of the Reformers and Diarmaid McCulloch, The 

Reformation 
 Presbyterian Mission Agency, Resources for the Celebration of the 500th 

Anniversary… 
 Christianity Today, Top Ten Books on the Protestant Reformation 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

The Session met on Monday, September 11. Throughout the year we will be 

following up on priorities from our strategic planning process.  These           

priorities include identifying hospitality and community outreach                 

opportunities and developing a communication plan for the church.  The   

session also formed a Capital Needs Task Force, which will address some    

immediate and long-term facilities goals.  The members of the task force are 

Frank Royce, Frances Hess, Roger Murajda, Blair Yount, James McManus,   

Heidi Buchanan (chair), and Blake Daniel (ex officio). 

CHURCH UPDATES 

 The Fall Camping Trip and Picnic was a success. We had over 40 for the   

picnic on Saturday afternoon. 

 The Deacons are putting together a coffee and tea basket for the Fall      

Festival for the Black Mountain Children’s Home.   

 We are still in need of Ushers for October if anyone is available to help 

please let David Porter know. 

http://www.pbs.org/program/martin-luther-idea-changed-world/
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0805401954/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=0805401954&linkCode=as2&tag=evangel-20&linkId=e547a0631b8f7de5ba072ad462c92038%22%3ETheology%20of%20the%20Reformers%3C/a%3E%3Cimg%20src=%22//ir-na.amazon-ad
https://www.amazon.com/dp/014303538X/?tag=christtoday-20
https://www.amazon.com/dp/014303538X/?tag=christtoday-20
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/resources-celebration-500th-anniversary-reformation/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/resources-celebration-500th-anniversary-reformation/
http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2014/october-web-only/top-10-books-on-protestant-reformation.html


CHURCH UPDATES 

Happy fall everyone!  I am so excited about all the excellent things happening 

in our children and youth ministry!  Here are a few things to note: 
 

 The children will be going on an Operation Christmas Child Scavenger Hunt 

on Sunday November 12th at 4 PM. This is for elementary school ages          

(K-5th). We will go to the Dollar Store and break into teams with a        

chaperone to find goodies to pack in our boxes. Then, we will return to 

pack the boxes and snack on some goodies. Cost is $20.00 per child to  

cover the items for boxes. Please RSVP by October 31st. We could also use 

some parent chaperones as well! 

 The Children's Christmas program is coming along and I would like to       

involve ALL children. Although the younger ones are a bit too small to sing 

with us, I am looking for 3 and younger children to dress as the characters 

of the Christmas story (this includes the babies!). If you want your little 

one to participate, let me know.  

 Our nursery program has absolutely exploded in the past few months!  All 

our church's babies are now old enough for nursery time and we keep 

getting more. Katherine has too many to keep by herself (if all the babies 

come to the nursery on one Sunday, we would have 6 or more!). We 

need Sunday morning help for Katherine. If you are interested in donating 

a Sunday morning to help Katherine, please let me or Emily know.  
 

Have  a  great  October! 



  
 

It is hard to believe that it is Fall.  That word brings to mind so many pleasant 
things: pumpkin spiced everything from candles to lattes; brilliantly colored 
leaves; football games; Halloween candy and Thanksgiving dinner. But there 
is something else that Fall brings to my mind and that is “the church       
budget.”  So, I am preparing. I have given itemized reports to the Session 
committee chairs and Deacons showing what they have spent year-to-date. 
They will study and discuss these with their committees and try to predict 
needs for next year. The Personnel Committee has met to discuss salary    
considerations. The Annual Budget Committee meeting with committee    
representatives and at-large members has been set for October 23rd so 
please be in prayer for this group that we can find a balance between vision 
and practicality.  

Our church has been blessed with generous givers and a wonderful pastor 
and staff. Let us continue to work together to do God’s work in this place.  

In  His  Service,  

CHURCH UPDATES 

Also— don’t forget about our new online giving feature! If you have any 

questions, please feel free to contact the church office. 



CHURCH UPDATES 

 

First Presbyterian will welcome the SMHS Women's golf team and their    

families on October 4 for Family Night Supper. 

The October product is macaroni and cheese.  

Also, don’t forget, any non-perishable foods or goods are accepted as well.  

It is time to begin planning themed baskets for the Fall Festival in October. 

Classes, organizations, or individuals are invited to prepare a basket for the  

Silent Auction.  The Fall Festival will be October 14th from 10:00-3:00. 



CHURCH UPDATES 



CHURCH UPDATES 

koy-nohn-eé-ah – from the Greek noun κοινωνία: 

Christian fellowship; communion with God or with fellow Christians. 

What is God’s vision for Christian community? 

How can that vision be realized at First Presbyterian Church? 

 

Wednesdays this Fall at FPC 

6:00-7:00pm in the Fellowship Hall  

 

Blake will lead a study of the book 

A Fellowship of Differents: Showing the World 

God’s Design for Life Together by Scot McKnight 

Copies are available at CityLights for $17.00.   

See the following page for our reading schedule. 

 

Childcare is available!  Please call or email Emily in 

the church office to make arrangements.  



CHURCH UPDATES 

Reading Schedule for A Fellowship of Differents 

 

10/04 – No meeting due to Family Night Supper at 6:30pm 

10/11 – A fellowship around the TABLE (pp. 85-114) 

10/18 – Meeting TBD 

10/25 – A fellowship of HOLINESS (pp. 115-146) 

11/01 – No meeting due to Family Night Supper at 6:30pm 

11/08 – A fellowship of NEWNESS (pp. 147-190) 

11/15 – A fellowship of FLOURISHING / Next steps (pp. 191-236) 

 

We welcome you to join us whether you’ve read or not! 



LOCAL/CHURCH EVENTS 

Missions Trip to Kinston, NC     October 8-13, 2017 

PWNC Missions Committee Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 

Hosted by First Presbyterian Church of Kinston 

What we will do? Help folks rebuild after the devastation  

of Hurricane Matthew.  

Where we will stay? First Presbyterian has facilities to house groups  

coming in to work. 

What is the cost? $150 per person includes food/lodging 

If you’d like more information, please contact the church! 

Black  Mountain  Fall  Festival 
WHEN: Saturday, October 10; 10am to 3pm 

Their signature event attracts 1,000+ guests to their campus for a silent   

auction, games, food, music, crafts, a car show, and more!  

It’s free to attend! 

Visit their website for more information:  

https://www.blackmountainhome.org/event/fall-festival-2/ 



LOCAL/CHURCH EVENTS 



October 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

9a Christian Ed 

9:45a Sunday 

School 

11a Worship Service 

 

2 

 

3 

9a Garden Club 

9:30a Watercolor 

3p Pilates 

4 

9am Women’s 

Community 

Bible Study 

6:30p Family 

Night Supper 

7p Choir 

5 

5:45p Prayer 

Group 

6 

3p Pilates 

 

7 

 

8 

9a Diaconate 

9:45a Sunday 

School 

11a Worship Service 

12:15a Finance 

Comm. 

9 

6p Session 

10 

9:30a Watercolor 

1:30p UCM Mtg. 

3p Pilates 

11 

9am WC’s   

Bible Study 

6p “Koinonia” 

Group 

7p Choir 

12 

8a Men’s   

Breakfast 

5:45p Prayer 

Group 

 

13 

3p Pilates 

14 

10a Black 

Mountain 

Home Fall 

Festival 

15 

9:45a Sunday 

School 

11a Worship Service 

16 17 

9:30a Watercolor 

3p Pilates 

 

18 

9am WC’s   

Bible Study 

10am PW 

Morning Circle 

7p Choir 

19 

5:45p Prayer 

Group 

7pm PW  

Evening Circle 

20 

3p Pilates 

21 

8:30a-2p 

Presby   

Christian Ed. 

Meeting 

22 

9:45a Sunday 

School 

11a Worship Service 

23 24 

9:30a Watercolor 

3p Pilates 

25 

9am WC’s   

Bible Study 

6p “Koinonia” 

Group 

7p Choir 

26 

8a Men’s   

Breakfast 

5:45p Prayer 

Group 

27 

3p Pilates 

28 

29 

9:45a Sunday 

School 

11a Worship Service 

30 31 

9:30a Watercolor 

3p Pilates 

    



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Acolyte 

10/1 Olivia Collings 

10/8 Nicholas Smith 

10/15 Hailey Smith 

10/22 Whitney Murajda 

10/29 Aleah Murajda 

 

Call to Worship 

10/1 

10/8 Pat Mikula 

10/15 Donna Mason 

10/22 

10/29 Nancy Zachmann 

 

Prayer  of  illumination / scripture   reading 

10/15 Bob Porter 

 

Coffee Fellowship 
10/1 Ali Large & Judy Henderson 

10/8 Steve & Marlies Owens 

10/15 Nancy Zachmann & Besan Nash 

10/22 Rady Large 

10/29 

Flowers 
10/1 Ali Large 

10/8 Pat Newman 

10/15 Livingston & Linda Kelley 

10/22 Betty Painter 

10/29 

 

Ushers & Greeters 

10/1—10/29  

Betty Foti, Nancy Zachmann,              

Jenny Porter 

September  

9/03 – Psalm 120 

9/10 – Psalm 121 

9/17 – Psalm 122 

9/24 – Psalm 123 

October  

10/01 – Psalm 124 

10/08 – Psalm 125 

10/15 – Psalm 126 

10/22 – Psalm 127 

(Psalm 128, 129) 

10/29 – Psalm 130 

November  

11/05 – Psalm 131 

11/12 – Psalm 132 

11/19 – Psalm 133 

11/26 – Psalm 134 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

10/1 — Seth Hutchinson 

10/3  — Frances Hess 

10/4 — Greg Scott 

10/13 —  Lambert Hooper 

10/18 — Laura Pope 

10/19 — Margaret Simpson 

10/20 — Jennifer Davidson 

 

10/1 — Tom & Jae Crawford 

10/1 — Jeff & Holly Pinter  

10/7 — Jeff & Laura Pope  

10/12 — Livingston & Linda Kelley 

10/26 — Blair & Joan Yount  

10/31 — Adam & Mary Gelbaugh  


