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Dear friends, 

 

Another summer is ending, and with it comes the usual 

transitions: school starting back, the weather getting cooler, the 

leaves turning colors, the days getting shorter.  These changes 

bring a different routine of church life, too, as we settle into a 

new season of life together. 

 

Life together.  I use that phrase deliberately.  It’s what church is 

about.  Life together under the lordship of Christ.  It’s also the 

name of a book by Dietrich Bonhoeffer, the great German 

theologian and pastor who was killed by the Nazis at the end of 

World War II.  Bonhoeffer was convinced that the best witness to 

Jesus Christ in the world was and is a community of believers 

who gather in Jesus’ name to share their lives with each other.  

Yet such community can be challenging for us, can’t it?  Even if 

we come to worship every Sunday morning, we still find our 

schedules filling up with other obligations and distractions.  Or 

maybe our own pride and individualism kicks in and we decide 

we don’t want to share our lives with others, even our brothers 

and sisters in Christ, and so we withdraw.  Either way, I’m 

convinced that Bonhoeffer is right: the church does bear witness 

to the Lord Jesus when the church gathers to share life together.  

While this shared life begins in pews in the sanctuary, it is carried 

out in circles in the Fellowship Hall and beyond, during those 

times when we drop our “Sunday best” and become vulnerable 

with one another through prayer and study and conversation.   

 

So, in an effort to practice what I preach, I will be leading a six-

week discussion of Christian community, focused on 

Bonhoeffer’s book Life Together.  Throughout September and 

October (see more information in this newsletter), we’ll meet for 

one hour in the Fellowship Hall.  Our prayer and conversation 

will be based on the book, but it’s not a deal-breaker if you don’t 

buy or read it in time.  Just come.  Come for what all our hearts 

desire: friendship with one another and friendship with the One 

who makes our lives possible. 

 

These thoughts on community are, of course, influenced by our 

study of the book of Acts throughout the summer.  (Isn’t Acts a 

fantastic book?)  But alas, we say goodbye to Acts for now and 

turn the page to a new series: The Way of the Lord: Commandments 

and Kingdom – looking not just at what God wants us to believe, 

but also at how God wants us to live.  To do this, I will begin 

preaching through the Ten Commandments (Exodus 20) – God’s 

instructions through Moses for what Kingdom living looks like.  

This will carry us all the way up to Advent.  Then, in the New 

Year, I will preach though the Beatitudes (Matthew 5) – God’s 

instructions through his Son Jesus for what Kingdom living looks 

like.  May these familiar passages become new again for us, so 

that the Spirit can lead us, in our life together, farther along the 

way of the Lord.   

 

Yours in Christ, 

Blake 



“Life Together” Wednesdays 

Starting September 14 from 6:30-7:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall 

at FPC 

We all know community is important for life – especially if you’re a 

Christian.  But how much do we actually know about community?  

What does it take to build and nurture community in Jesus’ name? 

Join us for six weeks of prayer and discussion centered on 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s classic book Life Together.  We will meet 

every Wednesday evening through October 26, taking a break on 

October 5 for Family Night Supper (also at 6:30 in the Fellowship 

Hall).  Short on time or not a big reader?  No worries.  While we 

suggest you buy the book, it’s not required.  Just show up and 

bring your heart, your imagination, and your dinner if you’re 

hungry.  Childcare will be provided as needed.  Talk to Blake for 

more information. 
 

New Ministry Partnership by Blake Daniel 

 

Dear church family, 

 

I'm excited to announce the beginning of a new ministry 

partnership at First Presbyterian Church! 

 

Starting this fall, we are partnering with the Fellowship of 

Christian Athletes (FCA) to "adopt" the golf and tennis teams at 

Smoky Mountain High School. 

 

The golf coach is David Claxton, and the tennis coach is Ashley 

Doolin.  Both are aware of and excited about this opportunity for 

their students! 

 

What does this partnership look like? 

 Sharing devotionals with interested team members after 

practice one day a week. 

 Inviting interested team members to join us for worship, 

Family Night Supper, and any other church events. 

 Hosting at least one special meal (coffee fellowship, cookout, 

potluck, etc.) in their honor. 

 Attending their games/matches as often as possible to lend our 

support 

 Purchasing needed items (golf/tennis balls, snacks, etc.) and 

making "goody bags" for each game. 

 Writing notes of encouragement to each interested team 

member. 

 Praying for each team member. 

This is an exciting opportunity for us to use our time, talents, and 

resources to show these high school students the love of 

Jesus.  At the same time, it's an exciting opportunity to be blessed 

by these students and to learn from them about teenage life. 

 

I hope you'll consider how the Lord is leading you to get 

involved in this ministry.  Please keep an eye out for further 

announcements coming up.  Betty Foti, chair of our Mission 

Committee, is helping to get this partnership off the ground.  Feel 

free to contact her with any questions you might have, or feel free 

to give me a call or drop by my office. 

 

In Christ, 

Blake 

 

 
 

 

 



"BLAKE'S NEXT SERMON SERIES" 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTES FROM THE TREASURER 

 

Dollars and Cents September 2016 

 

I have been thinking about Blake’s sermon preached on August 

14th.  He spoke about being a shepherd.   I wonder how it applies 

to me as treasurer.  

 

The first point was “to watch over yourself.” 

 I need to be faithful, and prompt in my giving of our tithe 

and offerings, accurate when processing the accounts of 

the church, committed to time given to prayer and study. 

The second point was “to watch over the flock”. 

 I must make sure your offerings are used for the funds 

designated. 

 I must encourage you to use your talents in God’s service.  

The third point was” to watch over the whole family of God.” 

 I must be aware of needs within and outside the church 

and encourage the session to direct our resources to help 

others.  

 

I challenge you to think and pray about how God wants you to 

be a shepherd.  

 

Pray with me that I can be a faithful shepherd as treasurer and I 

will pray for you. 

 

Always In His Service, 

Judy Henderson, Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

 



AUGUST 8TH  SESSION REPORT BY BLAKE DANIEL 
 

The Session of FPC met on August 8, 2016.  Here is a glimpse of 

what occurred: 

 We finished reading and discussing the book The Prodigal God 

by Timothy Keller, which focuses on what the parable of the 

Prodigal Son reveals to us about the grace of Jesus Christ. 

 We shared prayer requests on behalf of church members and 

loved ones. 

 Heidi Buchanan gave a report on the recent meeting of the 

Presbytery of Western North Carolina in Banner Elk, NC. 

 Heidi Buchanan and Betty Foti will begin a task force to review 

and update the FPC membership rolls. 

 We examined Doug & Sandra Oxford and joyfully voted to 

approve them for membership. 

 We accepted with sadness and prayer Jeff Pope's resignation 

from the Session due to health reasons. 

 We discussed and decided upon a list of church members to 

serve on this year's Officer Nominating Committee, and 

decided on a congregational meeting for 8/28/16 for the 

purpose of electing this committee. 

As always, you can read the official minutes of our Session 

meetings in the notebook on the shelf next to the FPC side 

entrance.  The Session continues to work hard in service to our 

Lord and his church! 

 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 

 

The Presbyterian Women of Western North Carolina will be 

collecting eye glasses for the remainder of August through 

September 28th. There will be a collection box in the fellowship 

hall with a sign so everyone can see it.  Please bring eye glasses 

that are no longer of use to you. The women of our church will 

take the glasses to the Presbyterian Women's Fall Gathering on 

October 1, 2016. 

 

The Presbyterian Women's Bible study will begin this year with 

the Evening Circle meeting at the home of Marlies Owen on 

September 15, 2016 at 7 p.m.  Ladies carpool from Ingles parking 

lot 6:30 p.m. and from the Cullowhee post office 6:45 p.m. for the 

drive to Marlies' home. The Morning Circle will meet on 

September 21, 2016 at 10:00 a.m. in the parlor. 

  

The study for this year is titled "Who is Jesus? What a Difference 

a Lens Makes" by author Judy Yates Siker. She invites us to join 

her on a journey to expand our understanding of who Jesus was 

and is" - a journey of our hearts and our minds. A journey that 

we will take together.  All women of the Church are invited to 

join one of the Bible study groups. The study books have arrived. 

Please let Sylvia Smythe know if you need a book, 828-507-9531. 

 

The Fall Gathering of the Presbyterian Women will be October 1, 

2016 at the Mills River Presbyterian Church in Mills 

River.  Registration forms are on the PW information board in the 

fellowship hall. The form needs to be sent in by September 

27,2016. There will be a carpool from our church at 8:15 a.m. 

 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY DIRECTOR, JESSICA MORGAN 

 

This is an exciting time for children’s ministry in our church!  

There is a lot going on and things are growing and evolving in 

exciting ways.  Rally Day and Promotion Sunday were great 

successes.  Everyone was able to meet their new teacher and 

spend time with them, as well as enjoy a wonderful breakfast 

together. It was great to see all of the children sitting together 

eating, talking, and playing as we celebrated many of them 

moving up to new Sunday school classes.    



It was also such an encouragement and blessing to sit on the front 

steps and watch our new acolytes being installed!  They all 

seemed so proud and excited (albeit probably also a bit nervous) 

about their new adventure in service to our church as they 

transitioned into the eleven o’clock service with their families.  

This was a particularly special time as their younger siblings and 

friends were able to watch as they led the way, showing the 

younger children what the move into “Big Church” would look 

like.   

Our eleven o’clock children’s time in the Mary Jay Patten Center 

will be changing this fall.  Our children have been studying and 

working through the Old Testament stories in The Jesus Storybook 

Bible and this time has included games, crafts, and other hands-

on activities.  It has been referred to as, “Kid’s Club”.  Beginning 

in the fall, things will begin to shift into a bit of a more focused 

worship time for children.  The name will change to “Children’s 

Church” and the goal will be to create a space in which children 

can sing songs, worship, hear teaching, and respond, in their own 

unique way, to God’s Word.   

As I was flipping through the pages of one of my old journals 

recently I stumbled upon a quote that grabbed my attention.  In 

Oswald Chambers’ devotional, My Utmost for His Highest he 

states that, “God does not tell you what He is going to do; He 

reveals to you who He is”.  I don’t know about you, but I 

constantly find myself wishing that God would just tell me his 

plan, just let me in on the secret, so to speak.  I find myself 

pleading with Him to tell me what is going to happen or what I 

should do.  And yet, what I see week after week with these 

children, your children, OUR children, is that, instead, just as 

Oswald says, “He reveals to [me] who he is”.  I remain ever 

thankful for the gift of childlike FAITH and TRUST that these 

children remind me of continuously!  May we all seek after God 

and who He is more and more each passing day! 

 

UNITED CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES 

 

United Christian Ministries is collecting Ramen Noodles for the 

month of September. 

 

What is UKirk? Created in 2012 as a result of a Collegiate Ministries 

Strategy directed by the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, 

UKirk ("University Church") assumed the resources and responsibilities 

of PACHEM, the Presbyterian Association for Collegiate and Higher 

Education Ministries, which was created in response to the General 

Assembly in 2004. The UKirk network is not a supervising body, but an 

independent association with support and resources from the PC(USA), 

developed in response to the growing needs of college campus ministers. 

Governed by a board of directors, UKirk represents campus ministry in 

its various forms, from associate pastors to stand-alone campus ministries 

to university-employed college chaplains. 

 

UKirk at WCU 

September 2016 

 

The Catamounts are here!  

 

Students are back and campus is buzzing with activity! In the first 

week, I interacted with many students at Valley Ballyhoo 

(organizational fair), and have met marching band members, track 

team members, and international students. Some of the new 

students have already shown interest in getting involved with the 

ministry! 

 



I would like to have a free dinner at least once a month as part of 

our Sunday evening gathering. I am looking for a group to provide 

a meal on October 2 and December 4. Please let me know if you 

would like to help with one of these meals. 

 

In Christ, 

Karol 

 

Rev. Karol Farris, Campus Minister 

594 Centennial Drive, Cullowhee, NC 28723 

828-508-2354 ∙ ukirkwcu@gmail.com ∙ www.ukirkwcu.org 

 

BLACK MOUNTAIN HOME FOR CHILDREN, YOUTH & FAMILES 

 

Each year the Home strives to raise $1 million for the Every Day 

Fund to meet the daily needs of children in their care.  Two of the 

Home’s key fundraisers are this upcoming Fall.  The goal is to 

raise $25,000+ through each event to support the Every Day 

Fund. 

 September 14th – Bear Cub Classic Golf Tournament 

 October 8th – Fall Festival, 10am – 2pm 

Call Sarah at (828) 686-3451, ext. 131 for more information. 

 

THOUGHTS 

 

Rest and Rainbows 

Sometimes it’s important to work for that pot of 

gold. But other times it’s essential to take time off 

and to make sure that your most important 

decision in the day simply consists of choosing 

which color to slide down on the rainbow.  

—Douglas Pagels, These Are the Gifts I’d ike to Give 

to You  

Chariots and Horses 

“Some trust in chariots, 

and some in horses,” 

proclaims Psalm 20:7 

(NKJV). “But we will 

remember the name of 

the LORD our God.” 

Do these antiquated 

modes of transportation make this verse irrelevant to us? Not if 

we broaden our notion of chariots and horses.  

 

Some trust in fancy cars, boats, bikes or snowmobiles for status or 

entertainment. Some trust in big houses, expensive furniture or 

high-end fashion to feel important. Some trust in investments or 

a promised inheritance for security. Some trust in food, 

painkillers or alcohol to feel good — for a while. Some trust in 

military might, academic degrees, sports, relationships and so 

much more.  

 

Let’s help one another trust instead in the name — and 

trustworthiness — of our God. Even the psalmist didn’t do so 

alone; verse 7 says “we.” We need friends, Christian mentors 

and, above all, the Holy Spirit to assist us. In God we’ll find our 

answers, our strength and our purpose. 

 
A Time for Peace 

“We must never allow September 11th 

to become a time for protest and 

division. Instead, this day must remain 

a time for promoting peace and mutual 

respect.”  

 

—Archbishop Timothy Dolan 



Give Your All 

Christ says, “Give me all. … No 

half-measures are any good. … 

Hand over the whole natural self, all 

the desires which you think 

innocent as well as the ones you 

think wicked — the whole outfit. I 

will give you a new self instead. In fact, I will give you Myself: 

my own will shall become yours.”  

 

—C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity 

 

Break My Heart 

While traveling with Youth for Christ in Asia in the 1940s, Baptist 

minister Robert Pierce saw many orphans and suffering children. 

He wrote in his Bible, “Let my heart be broken with the things 

that break the heart of God.” Pierce then dedicated his life to 

relief work, eventually founding World Vision International and 

Samaritan’s Purse. He believed the church had to meet people’s 

physical needs before it could share the gospel message with 

them.  

 

The work Pierce began continues today: World Vision is now 

active in 90 countries and Samaritan’s Purse in more than 100. 

 

Modern Miracles 

At the mention of miracles, we often picture the biblical kind: a 

dead person brought back to life, a small amount of food feeding 

a crowd, sight restored to a blind man. Yet even today we look 

for unexpected healings or an earthquake victim found alive after 

days amid rubble.  

 

But consider someone born with poor eyesight who, thanks to 

technology, can work as a professional proofreader or create 

intricate digital paintings. Consider someone with a prosthetic 

leg who can run and even win races. Consider someone who, 

thanks to a donated heart, kidney or blood, continues to live. 

Consider friends in the United States and Europe who can 

connect in “real time,” offering support during a crisis.  

 

Technology — whose source is the human brain created by God 

— makes possible a new, modern-day type of miracle. When 

used for good, it can overcome barriers, allowing us to celebrate 

life and serve one another. Miracles, indeed! 

 

Back to School Humor 

• Summer is over. Time to officially remember what day of the 

week it is!  

• “Labor Day is a glorious holiday because your child will be 

going back to school the next day. It would have been called 

Independence Day, but that name was already taken.” (Bill 

Dodds)  

• Receiving new textbooks, one student to another: “Psst. How 

do you turn this thing on?”  

• Parent: “What did you learn 

today?” Kindergartner: “Not 

enough. I have to go back 

tomorrow.” 

 

 

Christian Symbol - Ship 

The Christian church has long been symbolized by a ship. While 

the Old Testament tells of Noah’s ark preserving righteous 

people during the flood, the New Testament 

recounts Jesus calming the storm that battered the 

disciples’ fishing boat. St. Ambrose described the 

church as a ship with the cross as its mast, and 

others have compared salvation to being drawn 



out of the sea of death into the safety of the church (ship). Indeed, 

many large churches are constructed to represent a big boat, with 

the main worship space called the nave — Latin for ship. 

 

 

Prayer Warriors 

After tragedies, natural disasters and 

terrorism, people now commonly 

turn to social media to request 

prayers. Although it can feel 

“jarring” to see “so many references 

to the divine in spaces normally 

reserved for vacation photos,” writes 

journalist Eleanor Barkhorn, it’s a 

modern-day version of the New Testament’s 

reminders to pray constantly and in all circumstances.  

Over the years, churches have encouraged members to pray 

through letters, phone chains, prayer breakfasts and prayer 

groups. “With that context in mind,” Barkhorn writes, “Facebook 

shouldn’t cheapen prayer any more than the Postal Service or the 

telephone does.”  

 

Russell Moore of the Southern Baptist Convention says, “Asking 

for prayer via Twitter or Facebook is no different than calling 

someone and saying, ‘We should really pray for this.’ … Social 

media can be a tremendous force for good in alerting people to 

things they can be praying about right away.” 

 

Our Real Work 

It may be that when we no longer know what to do we have 

come to our real work, and that when we no longer know which 

way to go we have come to our real journey. The mind that is not 

baffled is not employed. The impeded stream is the one that 

sings.  

 

—Wendell Berry, Standing by Words 

 

 

Heavenly Vision 

 Known as the “queen of gospel 

song writers,” Fanny Crosby (1820-

1915) wrote more than 9,000 

Christian hymns, including 

“Blessed Assurance” and “Safe in 

the Arms of Jesus.” Blind from a 

young age, she developed a love 

for poetry and Scripture, 

memorizing about five chapters of 

the Bible each week. Crosby was 

the first woman to speak in the 

U.S. Senate, lobbying to support education for the blind. She also 

was an abolitionist who made friends with several presidents.  

 

A well-meaning pastor once told Crosby, “It is a great pity that 

the Master did not give you sight when he showered so many 

other gifts upon you.”  

 

She responded that her blindness was a blessing she wouldn’t 

wish away. “When I get to heaven,” Crosby said, “the first face 

that shall ever gladden my sight will be that of my Savior.” 

 

 

Grandparents are a true blessing. They are a 

reflection of our ancestry, a connection to our 

history. They are the pillars we lean on in 

times of strife 

 



BIBLE QUIZ 

 

 

Which of the following sports does Paul use metaphorically to 

describe the Christian life?  

 

A. Fishing  

B. Running a race  

C. Boxing  

D. Both B and C  

E. All of the above 

 

Answer on the last page. 

 

The Providence of God 

The seed was sown long months ago,  

And through the winter’s cold and snow,  

We trusted that God’s care would bring  

The green and tender blade in spring,  

Which cherished by the sun and rain  

Of summer, now has yielded grain  

In autumn, when the reaper leaves  

His cot to cut and bind the sheaves …  

 

So God’s great mercies thus abound;  

His love still brings the seasons round;  

His blessings fill our happy fields,  

And all our land its increase yields:  

So if we serve him as we should,  

Our Lord will give us all things good;  

And he who doth the ravens feed  

Much more will give us all we need!  

 

—Author unknown 

Do Something 

God wants our work to be meaningful and satisfying. No matter 

what we do, it should provide a reason to get up each day and 

use the talents God has given us. As Benjamin Franklin said, 

“The man who achieves makes many mistakes, but he never 

makes the biggest mistake of all: doing nothing.” 

Special Dates: 

 Labor Day, September 5, 2016  

• Patriot Day, September 11, 2016  

• National Grandparents Day, September 11, 2016  

• Hispanic Heritage Month, September 15-October 15, 2016  

• First day of autumn, September 22, 2016 

ANNOUNCEMENTS/EVENTS 

 Sept. 7th, 9am – Women’s Community Bible Study; 6:30pm – 

Family Night Supper 

 Sept. 9th, 10th & 11th – Annual Smokemont camping trip and 

cookout  

 Sept. 14th – Bear Cub Classic Golf Tournament for the Black 

Mountain Home for Children, Youth & Families; 6:30pm 

“Life Together” Wednesday gathering 

 Sept. 17th, 9am – 2pm – Blue Ridge on the Mountain Classic 

Car Show, 417 Cloverdale Rd., – Free food & Entertainment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE THRU AUGUST 21, 2016 

Aug. 7 – 104 / Aug. 14 – 97 / Aug. 21 - 107 

 



SERVERS FOR SEPTEMBER 2016 

Flowers 

9/4 – Patti Sparling 

9/11 – Tommy & Sarah Thompson 

9/18 – Betty Painter 

9/25 – Doug & Sandra Oxford 

 

Coffee Fellowship 

9/4 – Open 

9/11 – Open 

9/18 – Open 

9/25 – Tommy & Sarah Thompson 

 

Ushers & Greeters 

Open 

 

September Birthdays 

9/4 – Jae Crawford 

9/7 – Fred Bauknecht 

9/11 – Cyndi Royce 

9/13 – Amanda C. Murajda 

9/14 – Steve Owens 

9/15 – Sebastian Collings 

9/19 – Nicholas Smith 

9/20 – Hailey Smith 

9/20 – Sylvia Smythe 

9/20 – Susan Blair 

9/20 – Linda Burgin 

9/20 – John David Large 

 

 

September Anniversaries 

9/6 – Lacy & Dottie Thornburg 

9/6 – Sarah Beth & Russell Sanders 

9/7 – David & Angie Noland 

9/13 – Barry & Debbie Woods 

 

Congratulations to Tatum Paige 

Lindsay (daughter of Becky, sister of Laura) and Alex Albertine 

who were married Saturday, August 13th in Asheville. They are 

now back in Nairobi where they work for the State Department.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Bible Quiz Answer: Answer: D (See 1 Corinthians 9:24-27.) 

 


