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NEWSLETTER 



 

As you may know, the Session of our church spent the summer engaged in a 
strategic planning conversation.  We met together in June and July to discern 
how God is moving through us and how we might better carry out our      
mission to love Jesus Christ, love his church, and love our neighbors as      
ourselves.  As a result of these meetings, the Session created a set of goals to 
address in the coming year.  These goals are: 
 

 Develop a communications plan.  Open, consistent communication is 

crucial to all relationships and communities, and the church is no             

exception.  The Session will be working to help us communicate better, 

whether in person, online, and through print publications. 

 Conduct a space audit of FPC facilities.  The Session will examine our 

physical space to see what repairs, upgrades, and/or renovations are 

needed as our congregation grows and our needs change.  

 Identify ways to keep in touch with college students, summer residents, 

and newcomers.  The Bible tells us to “practice hospitality.”  The Session 

will be working to establish a realistic plan for showing consistent,            

intentional hospitality to all who enter and exit our doors. 

 Identify two community events in which to participate.  Jesus came to 

call disciples to himself, and he also sent those disciples out.  The Session 

will look for ways to connect with local organizations and/or events so that 

we might better show the love of Christ outside our walls. 
 

We believe that addressing these goals will help us improve our ministry and 
witness into the future.  Please join us in praying for these goals to be met, 
and let the Session know if you have any questions regarding the process. 

(continued on next page) 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 



As the summer draws to a close and a new season begins, I encourage you to 
reengage with what God is up to among us, the people of First Presbyterian 
Church.  Come to worship as much as you are able – worship is the backbone 
of our faith.  Come to Sunday School, Family Night Supper, and the campout 
and picnic this month.  I especially want to invite you our new Wednesday 
night book study as we learn more about what God desires for our koinonia, 
our life together (see later in this newsletter for more information).  As        
always, pray for one another, check in on one another, repent and forgive 
one another – that we may live as the body of Christ that God calls us to be. 

 
P.S. — After a major water leak in May, I’m pleased to report that all our     
repairs have been completed, and our church property is looking great. My 
thanks to you all for your patience. 
 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

LIBRARY UPDATE 

We have a wonderful library at FPC.  I encourage you to spend some time in 

there and to check out any books you might find helpful.  Here are some recent 

additions that are especially relevant to today’s world: 

 Andy Crouch, The Tech-Wise Family: Everyday Steps for Putting Technology in 
its Proper Place 

 John M. Perkins, Dream With Me: Race, Love, and the Struggle We Must Win 

 Jim Wallis, America’s Original Sin: Racism, White Privilege, and the Bridge to a 
New America 

 Richard Mouw, Uncommon Decency: Christian Civility in an Uncivil World 



CHURCH UPDATES 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY UPDATE 

School is back in session!  I hope everyone is having a fantastic start to the 

new school year.  I can tell you, I am SUPER excited about the things to come 

in the children AND youth ministry here at First Presbyterian. Our annual    

rally day was lots of fun!  Thanks to all who came out to support our Sunday 

School programs at church.  I am really encouraged about the amount of  

participation we have for Sunday School this year! 

 

As the school year gets underway, our middle school Sunday School students 

will undergo confirmation.  This is an exciting time in our church as we      

prepare our teenagers for their individual faith in Christ.  Our confirmation 

curriculum will look at the different beliefs of the Presbyterian church and 

give each confirmand a chance to respond with how they believe.  We are 

looking for three wonderful adult church members to help mentor our   

confirmands.  The requirements would be coming to middle school Sunday 

school once a month and checking in with your confirmand about how their 

faith is developing.  If you are interested, please let me know! 

 

Our youth did a fantastic job with our blankets for Project Linus, but we 

aren't finished!  We will be having a finish up the blankets night on Sunday 

September 24th from 5-6:30 PM.  We will also have dinner together. 

 

Speaking of youth, it looks like our downtown church youth collaboration 

with First Baptist and First Methodist will start up the second week of       

September!  Look for more information to come soon.    (continued) 

 



CHURCH UPDATES 

Also on Sunday September 24th, our children will be serving at Coffee            

Fellowship.  If your child can serve and/or you can bring one of the             

following, let me know: 

 Box of snack crackers (Cheez-its/goldfish/Chex mix) 

 Bottle of juice 

 Muffins 

 Fruit 

 Plates and cups 

 

Lastly, Sunday mornings from 10:30-11:00am are now time for us to prepare 

for our Christmas Play!  This is for ages 4-10. I will be bringing your children 

down to the sanctuary for the service. 

Woodworkers Needed!  
 

Our Children's Ministry is looking for some fine woodworkers to make some 

figures and toy size buildings for our Young Children and Worship              

program.  If you are interested, please contact Courtney Umphlett at  

FPCSylvakids@gmail.com or 828-399-1616.  

mailto:FPCSylvakids@gmail.com
tel:(828)%20399-1616


 DOLLARS AND CENTS, September 2017 
 

I am happy to share that online giving is now a reality for First Presbyterian 
of Sylva.  If you visit our webpage (sylvapres.org), click on the heading “Love 
Our Neighbors,” and then click “Giving,” you will see an “Online Giving” 
buttom.  The directions are easy to follow from there. I decided that I should 
try it out myself and gave a small donation using my credit card.  I received 
notification to my church email account from Vanco Payment Solutions (our 
processor) that a donation had been given; the donation showed up on my 
credit card statement; and eventually it was deposited into our church 
checking account. Success. I hope this will be a convenience to those who 
prefer to contribute this way as well as an opportunity for friends and former 
members who like to give to God’s work in Sylva.  

CHURCH UPDATES 

Property Update 

The Session recently approved the 
installation of a pediment above   
the main entrance doors of our 
church building. Pediments are  
common design features on the  
outside of church buildings; this one 
will be constructed by our property       
committee chairman, Frank Royce.   

Here is how it will look:  



CHURCH UPDATES 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 

All women of the Church are invited to join a Presbyterian Women's Bible 

Study Circle. This year's study is "Cloud of Witnesses The Community of 

Christ in Hebrews" written by Melissa Bane Sevier. The Morning Circle will 

meet on September 20 at 10 a.m. in the Parlor near the kitchen. The Evening 

Circle will meet on September 21 at 7 p.m. at the home of Marlies Owens. 

We normally carpool to her house.  

Contact Sylvia Smith 828-507-9531 or Donna Mason 507-2210 for more    

information or carpooling. 

UNITED CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES (UCM) 

The September product is soup. Also, don’t forget, any non-perishable 

foods are accepted as well.  

 

 UCM will have a Fall Food Drive at Harold's Supermarket on  

Friday, September 22 and Friday, September 23.  

Hot dogs will be sold both days.  

BLACK MOUNTAIN CHILDREN’S HOME  

It is time to begin planning themed baskets for the Fall Festival in October. 

Classes, organizations, or individuals are invited to prepare a basket for the  

Silent Auction.  The Fall Festival will be October 14th from 10:00-3:00. 



CHURCH UPDATES 

koy-nohn-eé-ah – from the Greek noun κοινωνία: 

Christian fellowship; communion with God or with fellow Christians. 

What is God’s vision for Christian community? 

How can that vision be realized at First Presbyterian Church? 

 

Wednesdays this Fall at FPC 

6:00-7:00pm in the Fellowship Hall  

 

Blake will lead a study of the book 

A Fellowship of Differents: Showing the World 

God’s Design for Life Together by Scot McKnight 

Copies are available at CityLights for $17.00.   

See the following page for our reading schedule. 

 

Childcare is available!  Please call or email Emily in 

the church office to make arrangements.  



CHURCH UPDATES 

“Koinonia” Group 

Reading Schedule for A Fellowship of Differents 

 

09/13 – Introduction: What is church? (pages 1-28) 

09/20 – A fellowship of GRACE (pp. 29-50) 

09/27 – A fellowship of LOVE (pp. 51-84) 

10/04 – No meeting due to Family Night Supper at 6:30pm 

10/11 – A fellowship around the TABLE (pp. 85-114) 

10/18 – Meeting TBD 

10/25 – A fellowship of HOLINESS (pp. 115-146) 

11/01 – No meeting due to Family Night Supper at 6:30pm 

11/08 – A fellowship of NEWNESS (pp. 147-190) 

11/15 – A fellowship of FLOURISHING / Next steps (pp. 191-236) 

 

We welcome you to join us whether you’ve read or not! 



LOCAL/CHURCH EVENTS 

October 8-13, 2017 

PWNC Missions Committee Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 

Hosted by First Presbyterian Church of Kinston 

What we will do? Help folks rebuild after the devastation  

of Hurricane Matthew.  

Where we will stay? First Presbyterian has facilities to house groups  

coming in to work. 

What is the cost? $150 per person includes food/lodging 

If you’d like more information, please contact the church! 

WHEN: Friday, September 8th through Sunday, September 10th 

To camp Friday and Saturday night, register at: Recreation.Gov – find 

SMOKEMONT Campground LOOP-D and select sites close to 3 & 4. We plan 

to have a picnic on Saturday at 3pm. Folks can camp out Friday night and/or 

Saturday night, or just join us on Saturday for the picnic.  

Contact David Porter, Gloria Stockton, or Rady Large with questions!  

WHEN: Saturday, September 16th at 9am to 3pm 

WHERE: 100 Green Energy Park Rd., Dillsboro, NC 

WHO: Anyone and everyone—this is a free community event! 



September 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   

 

 

 

 

 

1 

3:30p Pilates 

2 

3 

9a Christian Ed 

9:45a Sunday 

School 

11a Worship Service 

 

4 

 

5 

9a Garden Club 

9:30a Watercolor 

 

6 

9am Women’s 

Community 

Bible Study 

3:30p Pilates 

6:30p Family 

Night Supper 

7p Choir 

7 

5:45p Prayer 

Group 

8 

3:30p Pilates 

FALL  

CAMPING 

TRIP (8th 

through the 

10th) 

9 

3pm 

Church 

Wide  

Picnic 

10 

9a Diaconate 

9:45a Sunday 

School 

11a Worship Service 

12:15a Finance 

Comm. 

11 

6p Session 

12 

9:30a Watercolor 

1:30p UCM Mtg. 

13 

9am WC’s   

Bible Study 

3:30p Pilates 

6p “Koinonia” 

Group 

7p Choir 

14 

8a Men’s   

Breakfast 

5:45p Prayer 

Group 

 

15 

3:30p Pilates 

16 

 

17 

9:45a Sunday 

School 

11a Worship Service 

18 19 

9:30a Watercolor 

 

20 

9am WC’s   

Bible Study 

10am PW 

Morning Circle 

3:30p Pilates 

6p “Koinonia” 

Group 

7p Choir 

21 

5:45p Prayer 

Group 

7pm PW Evening 

Circle 

22 

3:30p Pilates 

23 

24 

9:45a Sunday 

School 

11a Worship Service 

25 26 

9:30a Watercolor 

27 

9am WC’s   

Bible Study 

3:30p Pilates 

6p “Koinonia” 

Group 

7p Choir 

28 

8a Men’s   

Breakfast 

5:45p Prayer 

Group 

29 30 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Acolyte 

9/3 Olivia Collings 

9/10 Nicholas Smith 

9/17 Hailey Smith 

9/24 Aleah Murajda 
 

Call to Worship 

9/3  

9/10 Pat Mikula 

9/17 Donna Mason 

9/24 Nancy Zachmann 

 

Prayer of Illumination/  

Scripture Reading 

9/17 Bob Porter 
 

Ushers & Greeters 

9/3 Toni Knott 

9/10 Rady Large, Kelder & Heather 

Monar 

9/17 Rady Large, Toni Knott 

9/24 Rady Large, Toni Knott 
 

Flowers 

9/3 Frank & Cyndie Royce 

9/10 Jim & Sylvia Smythe 

9/17 Tommy & Sarah Thompson 

9/24 Doug Oxford 

 

Coffee Fellowship 

9/3 Adam & Mary Gelbaugh 

9/10 Tommy & Sarah Thompson 

9/17 Bruce & Judy Henderson 

9/24 Children’s Ministry 

 

 

FALL 2017 

September  

9/03 – Psalm 120 

9/10 – Psalm 121 

9/17 – Psalm 122 

9/24 – Psalm 123 

October  

10/01 – Psalm 124 

10/08 – Psalm 125 

10/15 – Psalm 126 

10/22 – Psalm 127 

(Psalm 128, 129) 

10/29 – Psalm 130 

November  

11/05 – Psalm 131 

11/12 – Psalm 132 

11/19 – Psalm 133 

11/26 – Psalm 134 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
September  

Birthdays  

9/4 — Jae Crawford 

9/7 — Fred Bauknecht 

9/11 — Cyndi Royce 

9/13 — Danielle Ollar 

9/13 — Amanda C. Murajda 

9/14 — Steve Owens 

9/15 — Sebastian Collings 

9/19 — Nicholas Smith 

9/20 — Hailey Smith 

9/20 — Sylvia Smythe 

9/20 — Susan Blair 

9/20 — John David Large 

9/20 — Linda Burgin 

9/26 — Joy Hooper 

 

 

 

sEPTEMBER 

Anniversaries  

9/6 — Lacy & Dottie Thornburg 

9/7 — David & Angie Noland 

9/13 — Barry & Debbie Woods 

 


