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In last month’s newsletter I reflected on the topic of “mission.”  I’d like to 

continue in that vein this month.  Fall is a season when so many of us go back 

to school, back to work, back to routine – so it’s an important time to buckle 

down on what we’re called to do and why we’re called to do it.  We’ve also 

just started a four-week study of our church’s mission statement, so I hope 

this topic is fresh on your minds already.  Truthfully, there’s never a bad time 

to talk about mission, just like there’s never a bad time to check your       

compass to make sure you’re headed in the right direction. 

The mission of First Presbyterian Church is to make disciples who love Jesus 

Christ, love the church, and love their neighbors as themselves.  That’s what 

we’re all about.  This mission is rooted first and foremost in the good news of 

Jesus Christ, which is nurtured in the context of Christ’s body, the church, 

and which is expressed out in the world for which Christ died.  As your      

pastor, my deepest hope is that you would believe in this mission, live it out, 

and teach others to do the same by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

As a concrete invitation into this mission-centered way of life, I want to invite 

you to recommit yourself to our church family for this fall season.  Maybe 

you have traveled a lot this summer and have been out of the swing of 

things; maybe you’ve been busy with work or hobbies or simply sleeping in 

on Sunday mornings; maybe you’ve been coming to worship but have been 

looking for other ways to serve and grow.  Regardless of where you are, let 

this be the beginning of a new season of ministry for all of us.  Come check 

out a Sunday School class.  

(continued on next page) 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 



Enjoy food and fellowship at Family Night Supper.  Join us on our campout at 

beautiful Smokemont in the National Park.  Sign up to help the hospitality 

committee bring a meal to someone in need (and join the hospitality       

committee – or another committee – while you’re at it!).  Give financially to 

support the “Cornerstone” campaign.  And, of course, come to worship and 

lift your voice to the Lord.  We need you and your gifts among us to fulfill this 

mission together, to the glory of God. 

 
 

P.S. – Hopefully you have also received information about the “Cornerstone” 

campaign at the church or in the mail.  Please see Judy Henderson’s “Dollars 

& Cents” article later in this newsletter for an excellent update.  As always, 

let me know if you have any questions about this or any other matter. 

 

 
 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 



CHURCH UPDATES 

DOLLARS AND CENTS 

As we begin our Cornerstone fundraising in earnest, it is a good time to look 
at our year-to-date income and expenses and judge our financial health.     
Below you will see a summary of January through August 2018.  
 

Income toward budgeted expenses  $168,392 

Budgeted expenses              $161,778 
 

Designated income 

Contingency              $1,755 

Flowers                           $390 

Memorials              $390 

Nicaragua Mission Trip            $5,765 

Capital Improvement            $4,000 

Cornerstone Campaign            $14,453 
 

Expenses from designated funds 

Flowers                        $300 

Capital Improvement             $9,436 

Care Gift                        $500 

Choir Needs                      $25 

In addition to this, several families have been contributing to our                
Contingency Fund that can be used for any type of emergency expense and 
this now stands at $12,753.  All things considered, I think we are in good 
shape to go forward. 

 

(continued on next page) 



With money previously allocated to Capital Improvement, insurance money 
not spent from repairs to the MJP building, and money given to the general 
fund and not needed in the past 2 years we were able to begin our Corner-
stone Campaign at $79,756. Since then we have had $14,453 in contribu-
tions and  $2,000 in pledges. 

Our total at the end of August is $96,209. 

The Cornerstone Campaign Fundraising Task Force is hoping to reach at 
least $150,000 by the end of the year.  That would bring us halfway to our 
goal. The more we can raise, the less we will have to borrow so I hope you 
will prayerfully consider supporting the cause.  
 

CHURCH UPDATES 



CHILDREN’S MINISTRY UPDATE 

What a great start to the school year it has been!  I hope everyone has 

settled in well and is enjoying a new year of life and learning.  September is a 

great time of our church children because we start our learning our       

Christmas play!  This year, we our doing The Incredible, Gigantic, Humongous 

VeggieTales Christmas Show!  Any children or youth that wish to participate 

in our Christmas play should attend our Sunday morning music time.  This 

happens every Sunday 10:30-10:55 AM in the children's church room behind 

the balcony.  We would love for you to join us! 

 

Our next family night is quickly approaching!  Join us Sunday, September 

23rd, 5:00-7:00 PM for pizza and board games.  Bring a family board game to 

share and your favorite pizza toppings.  I will be providing drinks and dough 

for everyone to make their own pizza to share.  It is sure to be lots of fun! 

 

CHURCH UPDATES 

DEACON  

UPDATE 

Remember to 

bring your 

own chairs to 

the camp out! 



CHURCH UPDATES 

SESSION UPDATE 

The session met on August 13 at the Mary Jay Patten center. The agenda     

included an approval of Cornerstone Campaign fundraising activities such as 

a silent auction. The session also met jointly with the Deacons on Sunday, 

August 19. The need for more volunteers for greeting and ushering was one 

of the main topics of discussion. Blake will be offering a training session for 

those who are interested in participating in these important parts of 

our Sunday worship.   

 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN UPDATE 

Presbyterian Women will be starting the new Bible study in September. All 

women of the church are invited to join one of the study circles. 

The morning circle will meet September 19 at 10 a.m. in the Garden room 

across from the kitchen. The study will be "God's Promise I Am With You" by 

Amy Poling Sutherlun. Many go out to lunch after the study is complete. 

The Evening Circle will meet on Tuesday, September 18  at 7 p.m. in the 

home of Marlies Owens. Meet to carpool from the Cullowhee post office 

at 6:45 p.m. to the ride up the hill to her home. Call Donna Mason if you 

want to car pool 828-507-2210. 

The Fall Gathering of the Western North Carolina Presbyterian Women will 

be on Saturday, October 20,2018 at Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church in 

Asheville. Registration needs to be in by October 13. The forms will be     

available at the circle meetings. The lunch will be $10.00. Meet at our Church 

to car pool to Asheville at 8 a.m. 



CHURCH UPDATES 

Adult & Child             
Discipleship at FPC 

As Christians and Presbyterians, we 
are called to be and to make disciples 
of Jesus.  Therefore, we devote our-

selves to prayer and to learning more 
about the Bible, the tradition of the 
church, and the needs of our world. 

See below for our current groups and 
meeting times, and come join us! 

Adult Sunday School 

Sunday School is available for adults 
and children every week from 9:45-
10:30 in various locations. 
 

“Lookers” Adult Sunday School Class 

Teacher: Bruce Henderson 

Location: Mary Jay Patten Activity 
Center 

Topic: Alternating Bible and book 
study 

 

“Seekers” Adult Sunday School Class 

Teacher: Blake Daniel 

Location: Garden Room (next to kitch-
en) 

Topic: Bible Study (Sunday Sermon 
Scripture passage 

Additional Sunday School Class 

Teacher: Bob Porter 

Location: TBD 

Topic: TBD 

 

 

Children's Sunday School 

Nursery - Teacher:  

Katherine Collings - Nursery  

Preschool - Teacher:  

Sara Beth Foti – Preschool Room 

Pre-K to K - Teacher:  

Linda Kelley - 2nd floor 

Grades 1-2 - Teacher: Besan Nash/
Amanda Murajda - 2nd floor 

Grades 3-5 - Teacher:  

Sam Hale - 2nd floor 

Grades 6-8 - Teacher:  

Courtney Umphlett - 2nd floor 

 

 

(continued on next page) 

 

 

 

 



COMMUNITY INFO 
Children's Church 

Children's Church takes place during the 11:00 worship service on Sunday 
mornings. Children aged 4 through 2nd grade come forward for the 
"Children's Message" during the service.  Following this, they will go with a 
leader to Children's Church, a child-friendly continuation of the worship    
service.  Please contact Courtney Umphlett for more information. 
 

Women's Ministry 

Presbyterian Women Morning Circle meets on the third Wednesday of each 
month at 10:00 a.m. at FPC.  Presbyterian Women Evening Circle meets on 
the third Thursday of each month at 7:00 p.m. at various homes.  Please con-
tact Sylvia Smythe for more information. 

Women's Community Bible Study meets each Wednesday morning from 9:00 
a.m. to 10:30 a.m. from September to May at FPC. Childcare is provided.  
Please contact the church office for more information. 
 

Men's Ministry 

Men's Fellowship Breakfast meets on the second and fourth Thursday every 
month from 8:00-9:00 am in the Fellowship Hall.  All are welcome for casual 
conversation over good food and hot coffee. 
 

Prayer Ministry 

First Presbyterian Church has an active and vibrant prayer ministry. In John 
4:14, Jesus said, "Whoever drinks the water I give them will never thirst. In-
deed, the water I give them will become in them a spring of water welling up 
to eternal life." When we gather to pray we do so to commune with Jesus 
and to drink from the spring of living water that he promises us.   

Prayer Ministers are available after every Sunday Worship Service and would 
be happy to pray with you. You can also contact these prayer ministers if you 
would like to set up an appointment to receive prayer in a quiet, confidential 
setting. We also host occasional Soaking Prayer services in the evening.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are excited to host Richard Burnett as our special guest speaker and 

preacher this fall.  Richard is an ordained Presbyterian pastor, former         

professor of theology at Erskine College, and current director of Theology 

Matters magazine.  He will present on the topic of the Protestant             

Reformation. 

Schedule 

Saturday, September 8 

5:30pm– Evening Session in the Fellowship Hall 

Sunday, September 9 

9:45am – Combined Sunday School with Dr. Burnett in Fellowship Hall  

11:00am – Worship with Dr. Burnett preaching in Sanctuary 

Please contact the church office to reserve childcare and                                           

for more information. 

COMMUNITY INFO 



COMMUNITY INFO 

United Christian Ministries 

United Christian Ministries needs  soup (canned, boxed, or dry packages. 

As always, we can they can use any type of nonperishable food, household 

or personal items such as detergent for dishes or laundry. 
 

"Drive 4 Ur Community"- UCM Fundraiser  

At Andy Shaw Ford - Sept. 22 from 9:00am-3:30pm - Take a spin in a new 

Ford vehicle.  For every test drive taken, Andy Shaw will donate $20 to 

UCM.  A little drive could go a long way!  

 

 

FCA Partnership  

We are partnering again with Fellowship of Christian Athletes to sponsor 

the Lady Mustang Golf Team at SMHS.  A basket is in the Fellowship Hall to 

collect Gatorade, water, crackers, and/or energy/granola bars to give to 

the team each week. Please donate as you are able!  

 

 

Black Mountain Home Fall Festival 

The annual BMH Fall Festival will be  

October 13 from 10:00am-3:00pm.  

Come  enjoy food, games, live music, and an auction for a great cause. 



COMMUNITY INFO 

 

All ladies are invited! 

Women's Community Bible Study will start a Fall Study on  

Wednesday, September 5.  

We will study Priscilla Schirer's "Armor of God." 

 

All day, every day, an invisible war rages around you. A devoted, devilish   

enemy seeks to wreak havoc on everything that matters to you. The enemy 

always fails miserably when he meets a woman dressed for the occasion. 

The Armor of God, more than merely a biblical description of  

the believer’s inventory, is an action plan for putting it on and developing a 

personalized strategy to secure victory. Join us for this 7-session Bible 

study!  

 

Women’s Community Bible Study is a non-denominational Bible Study open 

to all ladies. Childcare is provided. We meet from 9am – 10:30am at First 

Presbyterian Church. For more information, please contact Joyce Pope 

at joyce_pope@hotmail.com or 828-631-9496. 

 

Mark your calendars and join us this fall! 



August 2018 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 

8:45a Diaconate 

9a Christian Ed. 

9:45a Sunday 

School 

11a Worship 

Service 

 

 

3 
Office 

Closed 

4 

9:30a Garden 

Club 

9:30a Watercolor 

3p Pilates 

 

5 

9a Women’s 

Comm. Bible 

Study 

6:30p Family 

Night Supper 

6 

7p Choir 

7 

11a Home-

school       

Co-Op Book 

Club 

3p Pilates 

0 

8 

9 

8:45a Hospitality 

Comm. Mtg. 

9:45a Sunday 

School 

11a Worship 

Service 

12:15p Finance 

Comm. Mtg. 

10 

6p Session 

11 

9:30a Watercolor 

3p Pilates 

7p Soaking Prayer 

12 

9a WC’s Bible 

Study 

13 

8a Men’s 

Breakfast 

7p Choir 

14 

11a Home-

school       

Co-Op Book 

Club 

3p Pilates 

 

15 

16 

9:45a Sunday 

School 

11a Worship 

Service 

 

17 18 

9:30a Watercolor 

3p Pilates 

7p PW’s Evening 

Circle 

19 

9a WC’s Bible 

Study 

10a PW’s    

Morning Circle 

20 

7p Choir 

 

21 

11a Home-

school       

Co-Op Book 

Club 

3p Pilates 

22 

 

23 

8:45a Mission 

Comm. Mtg. 

9:45a Sunday 

School 

11a Worship 

Service 

6p Family Game 

Night 

24 

 

25 

9:30a Watercolor 

3p Pilates 

7p Soaking Prayer 

26 

9a WC’s Bible 

Study 

27 

7p Choir 

7p Jackson 

County Golf 

Club 

28 

11a Home-

school       

Co-Op Book 

Club 

3p Pilates 

29 

    30    9:45a Sunday School 

        11a Worship Service 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Call to Worship 

9/2   

9/9 Pat Mikula 

9/16 Donna Mason 

9/23 

9/30 

 

Prayer  of  illumination / 

 scripture   reading 

9/16 Bob Porter 

 

 

Coffee Fellowship 
9/2 Frank & Cyndie Royce 

9/9  

9/16 Kelder & Heather Monar 

9/23 Adam & Mary Gelbaugh 

9/30 Will & Amanda Murajda  

 

Flowers 
9/2 Frank & Cyndie Royce 

9/9 Will & Besan Nash 

9/16 Bruce & Judy Henderson 

9/23 Tommy & Sarah Thompson 

9/30 Will & Amanda Murajda  

 

Ushers & Greeters 

9/2 Roger & Amanda Murajda, Mary          

Gelbaugh, Frances Hess 

9/9 

9/16 David & Jenny Porter, Robin Porter 

9/23 

9/30 

 

Family  Night  Supper 
9/5 Cornerstone Campaign Taskforce 

If you can serve in any of the 

open spaces, please email or 

call the church office! Also, 

please be sure to sign-up for 

the next month! 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Birthdays 

9/4 — Jae Crawford 

9/8 — Will Boyer 

9/7 — Fred Bauknecht 

9/11 — Cyndi Royce 

9/13 — Amanda C. Murajda 

9/14 — Steve Owens 

9/15 — Sebastian Collings 

9/19 — Nicholas Smith 

9/20 — Hailey Smith 

9/20 — Sylvia Smythe 

9/20 — Susan Blair 

9/20 — John David Large 

9/20 — Linda Burgin 

9/26 — Joy Hooper 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anniversaries 

9/6 — Lacy & Dottie Thornburg 

9/7 — David & Angie Noland 

9/13 — Barry & Debbie Woods 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like your birthday or    

anniversary listed in future            

newsletters, please send the              

information to Emily                             

in the church office. 


