
Scripture and Sermon is 

the focal point of our wor-

ship service. God, who 

spoke in Scripture, speaks 

to us now; God, who act-

ed in biblical history, acts 

today.  Through the Holy 

Spirit, Jesus is present in 

the sermon, offering grace 

and calling for obedience. 

RESPONSE 

Our recitation of Creeds 

and Confessions reminds 

us not only of what we 

believe, but that we are 

part of a larger family of 

saints, a “communion” 

that stretches back to the 

earliest days of Jesus’ 

followers. 

In response to God’s 

Word, we offer our pray-

ers for ourselves, our 

neighbors, and all the 

world. We often ask for 

prayer requests out loud! 

In response to God’s 

grace, we offer our lives, 

our abilities, and our ma-

terial goods for God’s 

glory and his kingdom. 

Communion (AKA the 

Lord’s Supper or the Eu-

charist) takes place on the 

first Sunday per month.   

SENDING 

Having heard the good 

news, God’s people are 

sent forth in the name of 

the Father, the Son, and 

the Holy Spirit  to live in 

faith, hope, and love as 

Jesus’ disciples. 

THE WORD 

The Children’s Message and An-

them marks the transition from 

gathering to listening as God’s 

Word is proclaimed. 

 

In this prayer we invite the Holy 

Spirit to illuminate (shed light 

on) the reading and preaching of 

Jesus Christ in the Scriptures. 



“Worship is the submission of all of our nature to God. It is the quickening of conscience by His 

holiness, nourishment of mind by His truth, purifying of imagination by His beauty, opening of 

the heart to His love, and submission of will to His purpose. And all this gathered up in adoration 

is the greatest of human expressions of which we are capable.” 
 

William Temple, Archbishop of Canterbury (d.1944)  

Ever wondered what we’re up to at 11:00 on Sunday mornings? 
 

We gather to worship God because we 

believe this is what we were created for. 

Aware or not, at the heart of human ex-

istence is a question: Whom do you thank? 

A heart that is rightly ordered in its de-

sires is a heart shaped by gratitude, and 

worship is gratitude’s deepest and best 

expression. We believe the rightful re-

cipient of our gratitude is the God we 

have come to know through Jesus 

Christ. 

Worship is central to who we are as the body of Christ in this outpost of God’s 

kingdom in Sylva. The Holy Spirit draws us into the worship of heaven itself, the 

ongoing offering of self-giving love that flows from the Son, Jesus Christ, to his 

Father. In worship we meet our Lord as he makes himself known to us by the 

Spirit through his Word and at the Table. The Spirit calls forth from us praise and 

prayers of repentance, thanksgiving, and intercession; we are reminded of our 

true identity as children of God, and sent into the world with this good news, 

that God was in Christ reconciling the world to himself. 

We invite you to join us at FPC as we fulfill the call of the Psalmist: 

Let everything that has breath praise the Lord!  - Psalm 150:6 

GATHERING 

“The Lord’s Day” refers to 

Sunday, the day of Jesus’ res-

urrection. 

Did you know the church 

keeps time? This refers to 

where we are in the church 

calendar each week. 

As the prelude begins, quiet 

yourself and prepare for this 

time of worship. 

We are called to begin the 

unique activity of worship... 

And it begins with songs of 

praise! 

We confess the reality of sin in 

personal and common life. 

Having done this, we remem-

ber the promises of God’s re-

demption and the claims God 

has on all human life. Assur-

ance is declared in the name of 

Jesus Christ. 

Having been reconciled to God 

in Jesus Christ, we share signs 

of that reconciliation by pass-

ing the peace of Christ. Find 

someone around you, shake 

their hand or give them a hug, 

and say, “Peace!” 

We typically sing this ancient, 

Trinitarian song of praise as a 

response to Christ’s for-

giveness and peace. “Gloria 

Patri” means “Glory be to the 

Father.” 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

Presbyterian worship has a basic logic or flow (“Order”), moving 

from the gathering of God’s people, to the proclamation of God’s 

Word, to the response to God’s grace, to the sending out of God’s 

people. We believe this order, which may seem formal and boring at 

first, anchors us in the Christian story and shapes us for a life of wor-

ship and devotion to God. 




